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TITLE:  To focus on Christ

SHORT DESCRIPTION:

Show that the only worthwhile to place our focus on in the Christian life, is Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

 SCRIPTURE READING:
1 Cor 2:1 - 5

TEXT:
1 Cor 2:2 : For I determined not to know any thing among you, except Jesus Christ and Him crucified

1.  INTRODUCTION / BACKGROUND:
Beloved, today it is my privilege to share  the Word with you as we gather to break the Bread before the Lord.

You know, in  Phil 4:7 : “And the peace of God which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  I sincerely hope that this promise of the Lord has become  reality in your life. I can personally say that the Lord is  true to His word and it is wonderful to be able to experience this peace in all circumstances. It is wonderful to have peace with God through Jesus Christ. It is so marvelous to be a happy human being - despite all life’s difficulties. I hope you can identify with me when I talk about “the joy of the Lord being my strength...”  because that is our heritage in Christ Jesus.

In living  the Christian life there are many things that are very worthwhile that we can focus our attention on .

2.  MATTERS WE CAN FOCUS ON:
· Holiness: 1 Pet 1:16 - For it is written : Be ye holy for I am holy.

· Spreading the Gospel:  Mt 28: 19 - Go ye , and teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit

· Caring for the flock: 1 Pet 5:2 : Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight of it, not by constraint, but willingly, not for dishonest gain but from a ready mind

· Combating the evils & errors of our day: 2 Tim 4:2 : teach teh word, be diligent in season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, resort with all longsuffering and doctrine..

· Our ministry:  Col 4:17 - Take heed to the ministry thou hast received in the Lord that thou fulfill it

· The coming of the Lord: Mk 13:35 - Watch ye therefore for ye know not when the master of the house, at evening or at midnight or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning, lest coming suddenly He should find you sleeping

3.  WHAT WE SHOULD FOCUS ON:
· 1 Cor 2:2 : For I determined not to know any thing among you, except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  (In the Christian life there is nothing greater to know of, or think about, or to focus continually on than on Christ Jesus  & Him crucified)

· Phil 1:21 : For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.. ( Christ is even greater than life itself; Only in Christ does my life make sense; Christ in my life  even changes death to something that nees not be feared)

· Col 2:9 : For in Him dwelleth all the  fulness of the Godhead bodily. (The fulness  that we can know of God is even taken up in Christ - no revelation of God can be greater or more comprehensive or newer than Christ)

· 2 Cor 3:18 : But we all , with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. (It is not our works for the Lord, or our holiness, or even our faith that transforms us to His likeness, but  by beholding Him)

· Hebr 12 :3 : For consider Him that endureth such hostility by sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and  faint in your minds ( Our focus on Christ empowers us to endure the hardships of life)

4.  CONCLUSION:

In these chaotic times, it is so easy for people to become confused. It is so easy to wander around aimlessly and without a goal or a vision, and waste their lives utterly.

So many seemingly worthwhile avenues of thought only lead to nowhere, or arrive at a dead -end.

Pr 14:12 : There is a way which seemeth right to a man, but the end of it are the ways of death.

The center of our thoughtlife should be constantly occupied  with Jesus Christ & Him Crucified.

When we come to the Table :

Hebr 12 :3 : For consider Him that endureth such hostility by sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and  faint in your minds.

Mk 14:22 - 25:

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave to them and said: Take, eat, this is my body.

He took the cup and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them and they all drank of it.

And he said to them, This is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many.

Verily  I say to you I will drink no more of the  fruit of the vine until that day I drink it new in the  Kingdom of God

�








