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TITLE:  When you arise from the table?  

SHORT DESCRIPTION: Purpose of John/ What we bring to the table/ What happens at the table (Cleansing & example of service) / After the table
SCRIPTURE READING:  Jn 13:1-20
TEXT: 

12  So after He had washed their feet and had taken His garments and had sat down again, He said unto them, "Know ye what I have done to you?

13  Ye call Me Master and Lord; and ye say well, for so I am.

14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you
1.  INTRODUCTION/ BACKGROUND:
· The world is experiencing a knowledge explosion (Perhaps Dan 12:4 – time of the end, the knowledge shall be increased)
· More knowledge does not always  bring more clarity, but rather more confusion (e.g. the deliberations & statement of world famous theologians ripping the Bible apart)

· The more knowledge there is in the world, the less we seem to be able to focus on finding the right solutions for  the problems of our world (Perhaps we should have  expected it seeing that God did not want man to eat from the Tree of knowledge, but rather from the Tree of life- in a sense it is still dangerous to partake of the Tree of knowledge, especially if you have no part I the Tree of life)
· Whether we want to know it or not, tremendous amounts of this knowledge are (knowingly and unknowingly) deposited in our minds / inner worlds and it influences the course of our lives. 
· No wonder that so many people and also many Christians have lost their way in the world today.

· For those who care to listen, the Gospel of John does give some focus in 20:31: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, ye might have life through His name.
· Let’s explore something of the meaning of this within the passage we read in John 13.
· In Jn 13 we find our Lord and His disciples together for the last Passover meal, also the event from which we derive our ‘breaking of the bread’ or communion service. This is a meal of intimate fellowship, and full of significance.
2.  COMING TO THE  TABLE:

· The portion of Scripture allows a small view of the inner worlds of three of the participants.

· Jesus comes,  realizing that His hour has come- the time that the goal of His ministry is to be fulfilled. He knows that one of His disciples will betray Him. He  knows  that He came from the Father and that He was going back though the way of suffering and death. He knows that He is in a position of authority – that the Father has given all things in His hands. He is not at all a victim of circumstances, or at the mercy of Judas His betrayer or any one else. He knows He is the Lord and Master, and He says that.
· Judas comes, with an inner world full of conflict. He had been chosen by the Lord as one of His disciples. Shared His life for 3 years. Saw all the miracles. Was a trusted disciple – entrusted  with the treasury, and we know that he was being dishonest therewith. We don’t know whether he had political aspirations for the Lord. What we do know is Satan spoke into his mind and he accepted it. We can perhaps only imagine how he felt during this time of intimate fellowship, accepting the choisiest morsel from the Master’s hand.
· Peter comes with an inner world that is  revealed in his conduct. He is his old impulsive self. First saying that the Lord will not wash his feet ‘till the end of the age’, then insisting that his whole body should be washed by the Lord. Although in this he acknowledges Jesus as Lord, perhaps we could therein see something of a false humility – taking into account the arguments that took place amongst the disciples about who should be the greatest amongst them. Many people comes before the Lord with many words to say, because they are full of themselves, not realizing Who He is and not knowing that Scripture says in Eccl 5:2 : Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter anything before God. For God is in heaven and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.
· Inevitably we all also come to the table with our inner world bristling with thoughts and ideas and views about ourselves and  our worlds and our circumstances. Some of us may be facing some crisis. Others may face some big decision or uncertainty. At the table we are confronted with Jesus, the Son of God.
3.  AT THE TABLE:

· It was the task of the lowest slave to wash the feet. One of the commentaries say that even a slave could not be forced to do this task. Another commentary says that humility was seen as a sign of weakness and was despised.

· He started washing their feet – all of them. One commentary speculates that He even started with Judas.
· From the conversation it was evident that this act was meant to be symbolic and two aspects are relevant that summarizes the essence of the gospel of Jesus Christ:

· Washing / cleansing: Vs 7: Jesus answered him, "If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me." And vs10: "He that is washed needeth not but to wash his feet, but is clean every whit. (The absolute necessity of  being regenerated, and being in fellowship with Christ Jesus, and the forgiveness of our sins are being illustrated – there can be no life   without that)
· Humble Service: Vs 14: If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet. ( When one has been cleansed by the Lord, one has also been called by Him to go and humbly serve others)
· At the table Jesus fundamentally confronts the issue of human pride – embedded in the inner image that we carry about ourselves. Human pride and being one with Jesus is fundamentally incompatible with each other. We see Christianity around us so full of  wonderful and high and mighty men – revered leaders, but we see so few servants
· Interestingly, Jesus uses the words  for slave (doulos) and Messenger (apostolos) in the same context in verse 16: Verily, verily I say unto you, the servant is not greater than his lord, neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. (It so vividly contrasts  the notion of Servanthood leadership with the ‘high fliers’ in Christianity today)
· Jesus also vividly communicates the necessity of going out to serve / to be a servant from your position of redemption. (In the 4th century some churches started practicing foot-washing as a ritual which could indicate a misunderstanding of the essence of this message of Christ) It is no use to sit in church and practice rituals that we think may be pleasing to God, while He has called us to be His servants/ slaves by means of whom He wants to reach out to the world.
· This leaves us with two questions: Have I/you been washed? And  Have I/ You already recognized that we have been sent/ called as a servant?

4.  AFTER THE TABLE:

· Three different directions  flow from the Table.

· The way Jesus went. This is a way that nobody else in all the heaven and earth could go. Only one person in all the Universe and all eternity could fulfill that role. Only once was there an only begotten Son of God that became  a human being to take away the sins of the world. He resolutely went on His way to the hour of his passion, the hour of our atonement. This great sacrifice of Himself made it possible for us all to  become  members of the household of God. This is what we are remembering today at the Table.

· There is also the way Judas went – a very unfortunate way. Because of his choices he went the way of utter destruction – for ever. It is possible to arise from this table and choose a road of  death, as Judas did. God forbid that any one of us choose this way.
· Then there is the way that Jesus said we should go: The one of true servanthood / of being sent by Him. He promised elsewhere that this would be life ‘more abundantly’ (perissos from the noun perisseia –meaning an exceeding measure, something above the ordinary, abundance of grace and joy, that what was left over after the feeding of the multitude)
· Please note that it does not mean that we should live our whole life in the church by means of worship services, and prayer meetings, and Bible studies, all focused onto ourselves. Servanthood means venturing out EVERY DAY to SERVE  those that God bring across our ways. Please : be concrete – how do you / can we SERVE  those around us? Your personal testimony alone is NOT enough. It is not so much our words that the world has a need of – but our deeds.
5.  CONCLUSION:

· We have come to the Table to remember  our Messiah and worship Him  as King of Kings.

· We have come to celebrate and rejoice in the fact that He has washed us

· I pray that we would also be careful to recognize and listen to His voice when He calls us to Servanthood.

Amen
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