Beknopte Preeknota’s


TITLE:   The love of God 

SCRIPTURE READING:  1 John 4:7-5:5
TEXT: vs 19  We love Him, because He first loved us.
1.  INTRODUCTION:
- James 3:1 Implores us not to be many teachers because of a teacher’s accountability to God.
- Responsibility of minister of the Word not only to convey knowledge but also the heart of God.

- It is told of Apostle John that when he was very old and carried to a church – could only say: ”God loves you”

- This letter of 1John rather a kind of sermon than a letter

- Its purpose is to counter some false doctrine and at the same time give the audience/readers assurance of salvation.

- The doctrine that was to be corrected was called Gnosticism which taught inter alia: 

+ Matter/ creation/the body was evil

+Creation was made by an inferior and evil god

+ Jesus was not  truly God Who bacame human

+ Jesus did  not die actually

+ Salvation could only be gained by accessing certain knowledge and by becoming an initiate thereto.

- In 1 John 4:7-5:5 he  writes about the God Who is love, and this love which is the absolute foundation of our faith.

- The prayer/longing I most often hear from sincere Christians is to live in unity with God and to be one with Jesus.
- I believe that the love of God, on which we are about to talk, is the key to that prayer.

2.  GOD’S LOVE FOR US:

- Verse 8: He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is love.
- Verse 16: God is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.
- GOD IS LOVE

- Verse 7: Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and every one that loveth is born of God and knoweth God.
- LOVE IS OF GOD.

- It is wonderful that everything God is can be summarised by one simple word: LOVE.

- His Glory, Righteousness, Omnipotence, Omnipresence, Omniscience,  Omnipotence,  Eternity and Immortality,  Immutability, Grace: Summarised and contained in one word : LOVE
- Love is the essence of his Being.

- Love is His character

- He cannot be different

- Eveything He does is in harmony with His Love

- Perfect. Simple. Incomprehensible : Love!

- God came and made His love visible to us: Verse 9&10: In this was manifested the love of God toward us: that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

- A very important aspect of His love: He loved us first: verse 19:  We love Him, because He first loved us.
- Verse 10: : not that we loved God, but that He loved us
- God’s love and work was first and our reaction second.
+ God loved you before you existed

+ He loved you before you did anything

+ He loved you whithout any performance from your side

+ He loved you before any decision from your side to serve Him

+ He loved you before you had faith in Him

+ You cannot say that He started loving you at a specific time: He always have loved you.

- I love the Scripture in Rom 11:29: For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
- God never again turns His back on you.
- Understand this:

+ God’s work in you was first

+ He loved you first

+ He drew you towards Himself

+ He called you

+ because that is part of His character/ being you cannot change anything about it

+ Even if you separate yourself from God this fact will remain:he loves you

+ Even if you urse Him: It will still be the same:God loves you.

+ If you fail to be His witness – He’ll still love you.

+ Even if you are living an impure life: God loves you.

+ Even if a person comes to eternal damnation – still then this word will remain true: I have loved you first.

- Verse17: Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness on the Day of Judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.
+ His love is the only source and foundation for boldness and confidence in the day of judgement
+ On the day of judgement everything will be revealed: All your sins, impure thoughts. If we conceal those  to men, how terrible will this exposure be before God and His angels?

+This Love of God is the only thing that can cover us at that day.

+ On this most terrible day of all ays, only the love of God can  give us pardon and acquittal.

- If you depend on anything else for that day, you have been terribly mistaken. This is fatal

+ Your service to God will not cover you

+Nor will your knowledge about God

+ Also not any performance or faith that you may think about

- If you cannot abandon yourself to His love you can never be freed from the fear of the  Day of Judgement.

Verse 18: There is no fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear; for fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.
- If you are not certain of Gods Love and His forgiveness and His covering on the Day of Judgement –You’ll never be able to grow spiritually. You’ll always live an up-and-down life.
- If you cannot acept God’s all-encompassing love, you can never live a fruitful and happy Christian life.

- John Bond said: When you say to someone- YOU MUST LOVE GOD – then you bring him into bondage, but when you say- GOD LOVES YOU- then you set him free.

- The only way that we can enter into that love is through faith in Jesus Christ: Vere15&16: Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the love that God hath for us. God is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

- What can be a more express answer to the prayer of unity with God??
3.  OUR LOVE FOR GOD:

- God’s love is not an esoteric cloud or a fleeting feeling

- God’s love is not sterile
- God’s love generates a mutual love in His Children.

- God’s love  finds an echo in the heart of the believer

- 2 Cor 5:14: 14  For the love of Christ constraineth us, (controls,urges,impels)
- We love Him because He first loved us.
- 1 John5:2&3: By this we know that we love the children of God: when we love God and keep His commandments.  For this is the love of God: that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not grievous.

- Someone who loves God cannot any more go his own way.
- He cannot keep on rebelling against the circumstances in which God has placed him.

- A most important result of God’s love is  our Brotherly love: If one does not in reality love the brothers, your relationship with God is a lie: Verse 4:20: If a man say, "I love God," and hateth his brother, he is a liar. For he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?
- Love for the brethern is a proof ofeternal life: 1 John 3:14: We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.
- This is not only an inward reality but also a command of God that we CAN DO.
- It is not the measure of what you know about God or about His Word that matters: It is the measure of His love that you share with others practically that matters.

- Jesus said:You must love your neighbour

- The command is even wider:You must love your enemies: Mat5:44-46.

4. CONCLUSION:

- How does one measure the genuineness of your own faith?

- As South Africans many of us are content to

+ Do ur own thing

+Mind our own business

+ Prepared to work hard

+ To live for and with my family

+ To have enough rest and recreation

+ Live safely

+ I’ll bother nobody,and nobody should bother me.

- This is sterility. This is selfishness. This is bearing NO fruit.

- Where is the love of Christ burning in you /us ?

- Where is the heart of a Paul that could say: Rom 1:14 : I am debtor both to the Greeks and to the barbarians, both to the wise and to the unwise;
- Where is the love that made Paul a servant to all to save the elect of God?
- What about the poor around us?
- What about th AIDS orphans?

- How are we light and salt to the community?

- What dowe do to unite the divided childern of God?

- What do we do with the ministry of reconciliation that he has given us?

- Dear friends, these questions are not meant to force you back into legalism.

- Nothing of these have any value if it does not freely flow from the love of christ in your heart.

- I don’t ask you to go and start doing things.

- I ask that you contemplate the love of God for you.

+ Dwell on it

+ Think about it

+ Read about it

+ pray about it

+ believe it

+ Abandan yourself to it

+ Talk about it

+ Let it transform you

+ Share it and you’ll reeive more

I pray that you and Iwill again have the passion for Jesus Christ our saviour.

Amen

KPJ Nel
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