Sermon notes

TITLE:    DON’T YOU KNOW?
SCRIPTURE READING:  1 Cor 6:12-20
19-20: Don't you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and who was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourselves but to God; he bought you for a price. So use your bodies for God's glory.
1. INTRODUCTION/ BACKGROUND:
- As if the church has grown tired. Lost steam
- As if the mighty wave of gospel has run itself out on the beaches of modern  society

- Very little difference between church and world. Colorless. Blend in with the world.
- Quarrels, divisions, broken marriages, rebellious children, depression, lack of vision, lack of commitment, sin, selfishness, Pride

- Does not look like an enviable, redeemed society

- In Corinth: Small grou pin prosperous pagan city. Because of their heathen background many questions. They had written a letter to Paul, and he answers them

- In these two verses: Perhaps a summary of his answer to them but also: a word from God for today

- This word of God can bring the difference between the church and the world
2. THE  CALL:
- Don’t you know?
- Everything starts with a call from God

** Hearing God’s voice is the beginning of redemption.

- From the beginning God is a God Who is calling

** Called the cosmos into being

- Called Adam when he  went astray

- He calls us by our name to get our attention
- If you don’t listen and know – you cannot act

**God called out to the world/ to you by His Word – by Christ He sent to the world.

This Call brings into existence something:

3. THE CONSECRATION
** Body is the Temple
- There is something special about you

- You are part of a chosen generation
** You are called to be  a king and a priest
- You are called to be a son of God and a friend of God

**Your body is meant to be a dwelling place of God’s Spirit

- Your body is meant to be a tabernacle/ temple for God’s dwelling place

- God came to live in you

** In you and through you God would like to become visible to the world

- You are the light of the world

** You are the salt of the earth
4. THE CURRENCY
** Bought you for a price / expensively
- Unfortunately this did not happen because  of your talents / because you’re so unique/ special

- Dis not happen because of whom you are – it happened  DESPITE who you are!

**He bought you BECAUSE an unspeakable price had been paid for the redemption of the world

- God made a priceless investment into the world when He sent His Son, and He lavished the most prescious of Him – His body broken and His blood spilt – His life  on this earth.

- A hundred million times more prescious than the alabaster jar full ofointment poured on Jesus’ head and feet.

- Jesus was God’s alabaster jar of perfume lavished andspilled on a sinful, cruel, helpless, undeserving world. That ointment was also spilled on your dirty feet. Think of it.

** Prescious blood of the Lamb

- remember the Cruel death of an innocent and blameless Man on a Roman Cross?

**Because of this exceedingly great price/ investment you have been purchased

- The investment that was made on behalf of all the world’s snners was the grace by means of which you were redeemed.
5. THE COLLATERAL
- HS Who was given you
- When you buy a house or make a loan you must make a deposit or a counter investment. That is called a colateral investment or a sureity

- Now God made an unspeakable investment in your life

- Grace: He also paid a deposit Himself. He paid the colateral. He provided the sureity

- Colateral = the Gift of the Holy Spirit
** First downpayment of glorious things to come

- The promise of the Father Who would remain with us forever

**The Comforter

- The One Who will make Jesus real
- The One Who regenerates us to eternal life

** The One Who fills us and empowers us for life.

- Is your life colorless/ tasteless/ ridden with sin?
- Perhaps you have not been filled with the Holy Spirit?
6. THE CONSEQUENCE 
**You do not belong to yourselves
- God’s calling and purchasing of you do not only bring freedom and hope but also has consequences and bring responsibilities
- It brings new ownership in our life

** You beome part of a new nation/ a new people: God’s people

- A new kingdom with new rules

**This is the meaning of holiness or consecration - To belong to / to be separated for

- Cannot live for yourself : Miss the purpose/ goal of your life

**You havea high calling fromGod: Ambassador for Christ in this world

7. THE COMMISSION 
** Use your bodies for God’s glory
- God is very much interested in how you conduct and use your body

**This body was built to glorify and serve God

- How? Three ways:
A. Live a life of worship. We were reated for worship. Not only singing  and praying in church,but a life of contemplative prayer during every day. A state of conversation and comunication wherever you go. Talking to the God Who is near you in everything you encounter.

B. Serving the body of Christ: Ministry. Somewhere in the Church God has a calling and function for you, and He has gifted you  uniquely for that . Only you can fill that place. - It is your responsibility to find that place and present yourself for service there. It is th roleof the leadership to recognise the spirit of servanthood in your heart and allow you to functionin that place.

C. To be a witness wherever you are and wherever you go. God has placed you within your mission field and that mission field can only be reached by yourself.

- That is the place where your testimony can and must make a difference
- That is the place where you should be a prophet: hearing from God and  wisely communicating His words of life to those around you

8. CONCLUSION:

- This is the unomplicated way of the Christian life.

- Because you belong to Jesus the care for yourself and your future can safely be left in His hands.

- Because of God’s huge investment in you, you can live with confidence and hope that He will complete His purpose with your life.
- Because of the indwelling Comforter you can live an uncomplicated life of listening and following and He’ll safely navigate you through all the complexities of life

- Because of His deposit in your life,you can make a difference in the lives of those around you – you must just share it.

- Can you hear God’s voice  coming to you today:
Don't you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and who was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourselves but to God; he bought you for a price. So use your bodies for God's glory.
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