Sermon notes

TITLE:   Justification  (Torrey)
SCRIPTURE READING: Rom 3:20-25
Rom 3:24  But by the free gift of God's grace all are put right with him through Christ Jesus, who sets them free.
1.  INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:
· “Truth has its rewards, error takes its revenge.”

· One of fundamental questions in life : How can I be righteous before God?
· Many religions, many answers. Many philosophies, many ways

· One of the most fundamental truths of Christian faith

· Crucial. If you don’t understand & believe this, your Christian life will be unstable

· Bible our only source: Deliberate choice.

· Greek word Dikaioo: In law- sufficient reason why a person did what he was called to answer for.

2.  WHAT DOES JUSTIFICATIONMEAN?
· Deut25:1If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto judgment, and the judges judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked;.
· Ex 23:7: Keep thee far from a false matter; and the innocent and righteous slay thou not: for I will not justify the wicked.
· Luk 16:15: And he said unto them, Ye are they that justify yourselves in the sight of men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.
· Rom4:5: But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for righteousness.
· Biblical meaning of Jusitfy is not to make righteous but to declare righteous – a legal term.
· A man is justified before God when God recons him righteous.
3.  HOW ARE MEN JUSTIFIED?
· Rom 3:20: because by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified in his sight; for through the law cometh the knowledge of sin.
· Rom 3:24: being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
· Rom 5:9 : Much more then, being now justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of God through him.
· Acts 13:39: and by him every one that believeth is justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.
· Rom10:9,10:  because if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved: 
 for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
· James 2:14:  What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but have not works? can that faith save him?

· 1 Cor 6:11: And such were some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.

· When he ceases to work for justification and simply believe on Him who justifies the ungodly, that faith is reckoned for righteousness, and the believer is counted righteous”
· The question is not, have you any works to offer, but do you believe on Him who justifies the ungodly? Works have nothing to do with it except to hinder it when we trust in them”
· We are justified, not by our works, but by His work. We are justified by the simple and single condition of His blood, and upon the simple and single condition of our faith.”

· It is exceedingly diffcult to hold men tot his doctrine of justification on faith apart from works of the law. They are constantly seeking to bring in works somewhere.”
4.  THE EXTENT OF JUSTIFICATION:
· Acts 13:39: and by him every one that believeth is justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.
· 2 Cor 5:21: Him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him.
· Phil 3:9: and be found in him, not having a righteousness of mine own, even that which is of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith:
· “There has been an absolute interchange of positions between Christ and the justified believer. Christ took our place, the place of the curse (Gal 3:13). He was made sin (2Cor 5:21).God reckoned Him a sinner and dealt with Him as a sinner (Is 53:6, Mat 27:46). And when we are justified we step into His place – the place of acceptance. We are made the righteousness of God in Him”
· To be justified is more than to be forgiven. Forgiveness is negative, the putting away of sin. Justification is positive, the reconing of positive and perfect righteousness to one.”
· Jesus Christ is so united to the believer that God recons our sins to Him. The believer is so united to Christ that God recons His righteousness to us.”
5.  THE TIME OF JUSTIFICATION:

-Acts 13:39 : and by him every one that believeth is justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.

6.THERESULTSOFJUSTIFICATION:

· Rom 5:1: Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ;
· Rom 8:33,34: Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth; who is he that condemneth? It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
· Tit 3:7: that, being justified by his grace, we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

· Rom 5:9: Much more then, being now justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of God through him.

· Rom 8:30: and whom he foreordained, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
· Rom 5:16,17:  And not as through one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment came of one unto condemnation, but the free gift came of many trespasses unto justification.  For if, by the trespass of the one, death reigned through the one; much more shall they that receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one, even Jesus Christ.

6.  CONCLUSION

· To be declared righteous by God
· Through faith in Jesus Christ;A heart faith that bears fruit;Peace with God;Foundation of our faith life
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