Sermon notes

TITLE:  Sanctification  

1.  INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:
· Bible only revelation
· Previous  study: Justification (To be declared righteous by God; Based on sacrifice of Christ, By faith, Sovereign work of God)

· But: Heb 12:14 : Follow peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord;
· Definition: Hagiasmos : Purification, purity; 
· The act of making holy. In an evangelical sense, the act of God's grace by which the affections of men are purified or alienated from sin and the world, and exalted to a supreme love to God.

· God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 2 Th 2. 1 Pet 1.

· The act of consecrating or of setting apart for a sacred purpose; consecration.
2.  THE MEANING OF SANCTIFICATION
2.1 Set apart for God
· Lev 27:14 And when a man shall sanctify his house to be holy to Jehovah, then the priest shall judge it, whether it is good or bad. As the priest shall judge it, so shall it stand.
· Num 8:17 For all the first-born of the sons of Israel are Mine, both man and animal. On the day that I struck every first-born in the land of Egypt I set them apart for Myself.
· 2 Chr 7:16: For now I have chosen and sanctified this house, so that My name may be there forever. And My eyes and My heart shall be there forever.
· Jer 1:5: Before I formed you in the belly I knew you; and before you came forth out of the womb I consecrated you, and I ordained you a prophet to the nations.
2.2 Set apart from impurity

· Lev 11:44 For I am Jehovah your God, and you shall sanctify yourselves, and you shall be holy, for I am holy. Neither shall you defile yourselves with any kind of swarming thing that swarms on the earth.
· 1 Thes 5:22,23: Abstain from every appearance of evil.  And may the God of peace Himself sanctify you, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blamelessly at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
· 1 Thes 4:3,7 For this is the will of God, your sanctification, for you to abstain from fornication,   For God has not called us to uncleanness, but in sanctification. 
· Ex 19:20-22 
2.3 Revelation of God’s character
God is shown to be holy when His character is revealed

· Eze 20:41 I will receive you with your sweet aroma when I bring you out from the people and gather you out of the lands into which you have been scattered among them. And I will be sanctified in you in the eyes of the nations.
· Eze 38:16 And you shall come up on My people Israel like a cloud, to cover the land. It shall be in the last days, and I will bring you against My land, so that the nations may know Me when I shall be sanctified in you, O Gog, before their eyes.
· Eze  39:27 when I have brought them again from the peoples, and gathered them out of their enemies' lands, and am sanctified in them in the sight of many nations;
·  Eze 28:22 

· Eze 36:23 
3.  HOW IS ONE SANCTIFIED?
3.1 God sanctifies
-  1 Thess 5:23 And may the God of peace Himself sanctify you, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blamelessly at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
-  Jn 17:17 Sanctify them through Your truth. Your Word is truth.
3.2 Christ sanctifies the church

-  Eph 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word, that He might present it to Himself as the glorious church, without spot or wrinkle or any such things, but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
3.3 HS sanctifies the believer:

- 2 Thess 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brothers beloved of the Lord, because God has from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth,
-  Gal 5:16 I say, then, Walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh
- 1 Pet 1:2  
3.4 Sanctified by the Blood

- Heb 13:12 Therefore Jesus also, so that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate.
3.5  Sanctified by the Truth/ Word

- Jn 17:7 17 Sanctify them through Your truth. Your Word is truth.
3.5 Jesus Christ our Sanctification

- 1 Cor 1:30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who of God is made to us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption;
3.6 Partakers through chastisement
- Heb 12:10,11: For truly they chastened us for a few days according to their own pleasure, but He for our profit, that we might be partakers of His holiness.  Now chastening for the present does not seem to be joyous, but grievous. Nevertheless afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who are exercised by it.
3.7 Something that we must pursue (Earnestly seek)
- Heb 12:14 Follow peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord;
3.8 Our members as servants to righteousness

- Rom 6:19 I speak in the manner of men because of the weakness of your flesh; for as you have yielded your members as slaves to uncleanness, and to lawless act unto lawless act, even so now yield your members as slaves to righteousness unto holiness.
3.9 Cleansing ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit
- 2 Cor 6:17, 7:1: Therefore come out from among them and be separated, says the Lord, and do not touch the unclean thing. And I will receive you    Then having these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilements of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
3.10 Grounded and steadfast faith 
- Col 1:21-23 And you, who were once alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and without blemish, and without charge in His sight,  if indeed you continue in the faith grounded and settled, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which you have heard and which was proclaimed in all the creation under Heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister,
3.11 Sanctified by faith in Christ

- Acts 26:18 in order to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the authority of Satan to God, so that they may receive remission of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.
4.  WHEN DOES SANCTIFICATION TAKE PLACE
4.1 All members of God’s church already sanctified
- 1Cor 1:2 to the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called out with all those in every place who call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours.
- 1 Cor 6:11 And such were some of you. But you are washed, but you are sanctified, but you are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.
- Heb 10:10-

4.2 There is a progressive work of sanctification

- 1Thess 4:1 For the rest, then, my brothers, we beseech you and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you have received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, so you would abound more and more.
- 2 Cor 3:18 But we all, with our face having been unveiled, having beheld the glory of the Lord as in a mirror, are being changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord Spirit.
- 1 Thess 3:12

- 2 Pet 3:18

4.3 Complete sanctification only in future

-  1 Thess 3:12,13 And may the Lord make you to increase and abound in love toward one another and toward all, even as we also toward you,  in order to establish your hearts blameless in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.
-  1 Thess 5:23 
5.  THE RESULTS OF SANCTIFICATION

5.1 By one offering Christ sanctified us fully
- Heb 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are sanctified.
5.2 Those sanctified by Jesus are one with Him

- Heb 2:11 For both He who sanctifies and they who are sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers,
5.3 We are saved through sanctification

- 2 Thess 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brothers beloved of the Lord, because God has from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth,
5.4 Sanctification let us see God

- Heb 12:14 Follow peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord;
5.5 Sanctification secures an inheritance
-Acts 20:32 And now, brothers, I commend you to God, and to the Word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

- Acts 26:18: 
“Sanctification involves more than a mere moral reformation of character, brought about by the power of the truth: it is the work of the Holy Spirit bringing the whole nature more and more under the influences of the new gracious principles implanted in the soul in regeneration. In other words, sanctification is the carrying on to perfection the work begun in regeneration, and it extends to the whole man

 It is the special office of the Holy Spirit in the plan of redemption to carry on this work.”
 Faith is instrumental in securing sanctification, inasmuch as it

 (1.) secures union to Christ and

 (2.) brings the believer into living contact with the truth, whereby he is led to yield obedience "to the commands, trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the promises of God for this life and that which is to come."
Perfect sanctification is not attainable in this life See Paul's account of himself in Rom_7:14-25; Phi_3:12-14; and 1Ti_1:15; also the confessions of David (Psa_19:12-13; Psa_19:51), of Moses (Psa_90:8), of Job (Job_42:5-6), and of Daniel (Dan. 9:3-20).

 "The more holy a man is, the more humble, self-renouncing, self-abhorring, and the more sensitive to every sin he becomes, and the more closely he clings to Christ. The moral imperfections which cling to him he feels to be sins, which he laments and strives to overcome.

And it has been notoriously the fact that the best Christians have been those who have been the least prone to claim the attainment of perfection for themselves.", 
6.  CONCLUSION

· Separated unto God
· Set apart from sin / uncleanliness

· Positionally: By Faith, Through the Blood, Immediately

· Actually: Pursue Sanctification, Set your members as servants to righteousness

· Perfect only with second coming

· Important for a close walk with God.
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