Beknopte Preeknota’s


TITLE:   Encounter with God 

SCRIPTURE:  Is 6:1-13
TEKSVERSE: 

1.  INTRODUCTION/ BACKGROUND:
- Isaiah lived in Jerusalem, during the same time as Micah, Nahum, Hosea. They were preceded by Joel & Amos. Isaiah was a prophet for about 47 years during the times of the kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah.
- Judah was threatened by its powerful neighbor Assyria and Isaiah warns the  people that their own sins against God will be the cause of their downfall.

- Tradition has it that he was sawed apart by Manasseh due to the fact that he said he has seen the Lord.

- Isaiah was of Royal descent according  to Jewish tradition

- He was married with a woman named: The prophetess. He had two sons with significant names: One being: Shear-jashub (Remnant will return) 

- Isaiah is known as  the ‘Eagle’ amongst the prophets, and ‘The Evangelist of the old Covenant’

- One of the most dominant themes in Isaiah is the glory of God. Amos = Prophet of righteousness; Hosea = prophet of compassion; Isaiah =prophet of holiness.

- Yahweh is so high above His creatures that He is totally different from them. His holiness is the essence of His being.

- He has committed Himself in a special way to His people, and this  brings  continuous stress. When they sin, He acts against them, but He never breaks His covenant with them.

- From this comes the theme that a remnant will return

- In chapter 6 Isaiah tells of his calling. This encounter engraved God’s holiness into his heart.
2. GLORY AND HOLINESS:
- In this vision Isaiah finds himself in the temple. It is as if the curtain between the Holy place and the Holy of Holies was open. To a Jew that was unthinkable.

- Isaiah tries to describe the glory of God in terms of an earthly king.(What else could he do?)

- God’s robes filled the temple , flowing from an elevated throne.

-  The seraphim (creatures) caught his attention. This is the only place in Scripture where they are described. Their role is evidently to take part in the worship of God. One of the roots of the word ‘Seraphim’ is ‘fire’

- Even these holy beings cover their eyes and feet before God.

- They call with such might that the whole temple trembled, and filled up with smoke.

- We do not have the slightest concept of God’s holiness, and we’ll also not be able to endure it.

- Scripture tells us that nobody can see God and remain alive.
- God is described as a consuming fire:6X in the Bible of which 4X are here in Isaiah.

3. IMPACT ON THE PROPHET:
-  Woe me: There is no hope for me: I am doomed. Not self-pity

- Desperate, Holy awe, Fear, Moment of total truth. Exposure to the searching light of God in the  highest degree. Revelation of everything inside you. Final transparency.

- I am lost: Nobody told him that. He knew that instantaneously all by himself.
 - Immediately one knows: I fall short.  I do not belong in this holy presence; I cannot endure this holiness; This light is too bright for me.

- I have unclean lips:  Every word that passes my lips is sinful! Nobody told him that. He knew that immediately and instinctively in the presence of God.  He was immediately aware of his sin. – not just a vague thought –it was  a specific sin that was pointed out to him.

- Even my people are unclean: Even the community I live in is polluted by sin.

- God’s presence is a totally destructive experience for the sinner. 
- Fortunately God showed His holiness to us in another way in the New Testament.
- When Jesus came, the holiness of God was in one way or another veiled in His body.

- They could however see and understand something thereof in His life

- They could see it in the humble way in which He cared for  people

- John 1:14: The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father's only Son.
- He was a friend of sinners like us.
4. THE RECONCILIATION:
- Burning coal/ember  fetched with a set of tongs from the altar
- The prophet’s lips are touched by the coal

- Immediately his guilt  has left,and his sins are forgiven.

- Something done by God, not by the prophet

- It takes away his fears

- We know this is a picture of  the  sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross.

- If we ask and pray for the fire of God to fall on us, do  we know what that mean?

- Perhaps we think that it means we’ll have little flames above our heads that’ll give us supernatural energy.

- But what about the fire of persecution?

- What about the fire of bitter suffering?

- What about the fire of martyrdom?

-What about the fire of God’s holiness that will not share you with the world?

- What about the fire of the Gospel that will consume your life?
- What if the fire of God will destroy all your dreams and ambitions?

- Remember that the sacrifice on God’s altar was the Son of God that utterly gave Himself.

- It is  when He touches us that we are delivered of our sins.

5. THE RESULT: CALLING:

- Immediately he hears God’s call: Whom shall I send?

- He is the God that forever calls

- After true reconciliation/being in the presence of God one’s ears are opened to the calling of God.

- You’ll recognize the voice

-There is a calling for each one that is reconciled to God.

- Here I am: For the first time you have found yourself

- In Gods  presence and calling you’ll find your true identity.

- When you come to the place of true surrender, you really discover yourself and your reason for existence

- Send me: Willingness. No questions. Acknowledge His authority as Lord

- In your calling you’ll  find the reason/ goal of your existence

- Go to a nation that will not listen to you. Even that must not  stand in the way of our obedience

5. CONCLUSION
- God’s presence: We long for that
- God is a missionary God: sending us

- The God who is calling us
- What stands in between?
- Reconciliation/Forgiveness of sin/Personal holiness

- Do not think you can serve God when you live an unclean life.
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