Sermon notes

TITLE:  Not knowing anything  

SCRIPTURE READING:  1 Cor 1:30-2:5
Vs 2: For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
1.  INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:
-Paul reached Corinth 50AD,thean already 100 years a Roman colony
- Previously a Greek city, but destroyed 146BC by Romans and left desolate for 100 years. Julius Caesar decided to rebuild it.

- Had a Roman Governor and many important people lived in the city.

- Residents worshiped many gods – one of which were Apophrodite

- She was the goddess of love in the Greek times of the city and was associated with temple prostitution

-During Roman times she was taken up in the gallery of Roman gods, and was considered one of the Roman icon mothers. The worship was then not as promiscuous as previously.
- Under the Greeks public speaking was a great issue. Good speakers had a  high status.

- WHAT they said did not so much matter as HOW they said it

- Speakers had the custom, in coming to a city, to praise the city, and boast about their own abilities to attract the attention of  high political figures for whom they wanted to be orators or teachers.

- Paul established the church in 50AD, after a visit to Athens. Acquila and Priscilla were also in Corinth , after the Jews were expelled from Rome.

- Paul started by preaching in the synagogue and the leader of the synagogue believed.

- The church obviously therefore consisted of Jews and Gentiles.

- Later conflict erupted with the Jews

- Paul worked here for 18 months, moved to Ephesus and left the work to Apollos.
- From Ephesus he wrote a letter to the Corinthians (now lost) regarding social contact with immoral people. Apparently there was some misunderstanding concerning the letter

- Then he received a message of  divisions in the church.

- He also received a letter from them enquiring about marriage, sacrifices to idols, the gifts of the HS  and other problems.

- In the specific part we have read he deals with the subject of the wisdom of God.
2.  DETERMINED NOT TO KNOW ANYTHING

- Normally we strive to know, not strive  not to know. 
-Paul made a decision before coming to Corinth
- Deliberate decision

- He was well acquainted with their social circumstances and the problems of their society

- He also knew in advance that his message would be rejected by some

- Nevertheless: He decided not to know anything about these matters.

- Paul: Are you not afraid that your message will be irrelevant?? Don’t you think you should address the problems of the people?

- He did not want about their Jewish laws, nor about the Greek philosophers or the  public speakers.

- He was not interested in the architecture or statues/ Customs or laws.

- He did not want to know about the styles of the public speakers of the day
- He did not come with any techniques: he was in weakness, fear and much trembling

- It is such a contrast to today’s bold, self-confident preachers.

- Translated in today’s terms: Paul would have said that he was not interested to know about our work/sport/ fear of crime/ religion. etc
3.  JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED
-He only wants to know about Christ the Messiah – a very narrow focus
- But still narrower : Him crucified

- He had a very specific and sharp focus to his doctrine : The Messiah crucified for the sins of the world.

- He knew that this message was foolishness  and a stumbling block

- Still he knew : This was the power of God:

-1 Cor1:22-24: or the Jews ask for a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks foolishness. But to them, the called-out ones, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.
- It was important that their faith should not be built on falsehoods
- 1 Cor 2:5: so that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
4.  IMPLICATIONS
- If your life revolves around anything else, then you do not live according to the Gospel that Paul preached. (Gospel of Christ)
- If your faith focuses on anything else, then you neglects the power of God

- If you do not have the power of God in your life – it is because the Crucified Christ is not I the center of your life.

- Your focus or attention should not in the first place be to be a good person or a good worker or a well-rounded person or a religious person – but on the Crucified Christ and to make that known. In your life and words

- Paul was nowhere ashamed to proclaim this humiliating message of a crucified Saviour, although people mocked and despised that message.

- It does not matter what fields or opportunities lay open before you; What wonderful entertainment there is for you in life – but the Christian dare not allow his focus to be taken off Christ, and Him crucified.

- As in all previous revivals ,it will only be the preaching of the cross that will bring revival.

- Only a close association with His death will bring new life:

-2Co 4:12  So then death works in us, but life in you.
- Rom 6:8  But if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,
-You cannot obtain anything by performance – and you cannot earn any of God’s blessings.
- You cannot obtain any lasting  joy and happiness by working for it. Not by giving tithes. Not by going to church .Not by trying to live a holy life. Not by working for the church. Not by Bible reading or prayer.

- All these blessings come as the fruit of Christ’s bitter suffering

- It is the association with Him in His death that transforms us.

-It is when His death works in us that we’ll have revival in ourselves and in the church: Not more  religious knowledge or religious activity.
5.  CONCLUSION

- What voices are you listening to?
- On what are your eyes fixed

- What is keeping you busy?

- What problem is arresting your attention?

What person do you believe stands in the way of you serving God fully?

- What fears do you have?
- In your religious experience: What is the thing in hand?
- Death with Christ is the end of fighting or quarrels, arguments, selfishness

-Our words and deeds easily exposes our inner condition. They do show how much of this truth has become an inward reality to us.

Vs 2: For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
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