Beknopte Preeknota’s


TITEL:   A new creation
TEKSVERSE: Gal 6:15
1.  Gal 6:15  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision has any strength, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. INTRODUCTION / BACKGROUND:
- Galatians contains the fingerprints of Paul’s Gospel. Test all other works of his  there against 
- Written 47/48 AD just before the Acts 15 conference in Jerusalem in 49 AD

- Written to assemblies in the area where he had worked previously – Christians with a heathenist background.

- It was written because of a theological conflict in the Christian world of the time and it was derailing the Christians in the area

- Some  Jewish Christians felt that the Christian faith was only an extension of Judaism and that new Christians had to obey the Jewish laws and should also have  themselves circumcised. 

- These people are called : Judaizers – people from the circumcision, the circumcision
- What they taught stood in stark contrast to Paul’s understanding of the gospel of grace, and he confronts them with powerful arguments (Thank God for this conflict – it has led to this clarifying letter)

- The matter was brought to the fore when some believers from Jerusalem – Judaizers – came to the area (short term outreach?), scandalised Paul and insisted that the Galatians should  come under the law.

2. SUMMARY OF THE LETTER:
- He greets them(1:1-5)
- He reprimands them that they are being derailed so soon – there is no other Gospel (1:6-10)

- He says that he had received his calling directly from Christ, and not from any man
- He relates about his two visits to Jerusalem and the fact hat the apostles agreed with his revelation of the gospel and calling. (1:11-2:10)

- He explains why he opposed Peter. (2:11-14)

- The Jewish Christians themselves are being saved by faith and not by the Law – being dead to the law. (2:15-21)

- Reminds the Galatian Christians  of their own experience of salvation – by faith through grace (3:1-6)

- The covenant with Abraham preceded the covenant with Moses and the principle of faith still applies. (3:7-22)

- The law was our tutor/ servant/ teacher/ guardian/ trainer/ schoolmaster/ conductor to Christ; All is one in Christ. (3:23-29)
- They  were in slavery previously (4:8-11)
- He pleads based on their previous  hearty acceptance of him  (4:12-20)

- The two covenants (Hagar en Sarah) (4:21-30)

- Christian freedom must not be abandoned – Love   (5:1-15)
- Fruit of the flesh / spirits (5:16-26)

- Care for one another (6:1-5)

- Sowing and reaping (6:6-10)

- Closure (6:11-18)

SCRIPTURE READING: Gal 6:1-18 

- In 6:15 he, in a brilliant way gives a summary of his gospel

- 4 Concepts: Divide the world in two groups – what is the best?
3. UNCIRCUMCISION:
- It refers to the people outside of Israel

- It represents all that the world could offer

- The democracy and learning of the Greeks

- The  power and might brought by the Roman soldier; the Pax Romana

- The pantheon of gods of the Romans & Greeks, and connected to that the perversity of their temple rituals

- The sport of the Greeks

-Briefly: all that the world could offer: Good and bad.

- Paul says: all this have no value

- In today’s terms: Nothing that one can achieve in the world has any value: Political leader, Military strategist, Famous  Physician, Generous Philanthropist, Famous celebrity or sports star. 
- They all do whatever they can to reach the top only to find that they have been chasing an illusion.

- It is empty and bring no fulfilment. Even in that position one is nothing more than the slave of something – even if it is a burning ambition.
- Paul use the imagery of a slave – subject to the principles of the world
- Success in the world, to which all of us are striving, in the end proves to be meaningless.

- Paul is saying to them: The way in  which you are living is meaningless.
4. CIRCUMCISION:
- Refers to the Jewish religion

- This is a way in which they tried to get God’s favour:

- Respect for the Torah, adherence to many good laws, Bringing of certain prescribed sacrifices, Keeping of  important cultural customs.

- Very alert to follow outward rituals, but not keeping the inner realities in mind

- The  were very proud about the knowledge/ revelation they had about God

- Paul says this is also worthless

- In today’s terms: Many of today’s religion is also only an empty shell.

- This is the story: Your life is as empty as mine, but we all play this make belief game of piety but we dare not disclose our inner poverty and bankruptcy.

- May read books or listen to tapes

- You may even  read the Bible and pray

- Some even give their tithes of do mission trips

- The principle is that of  doing good things to get God’s favour.

- You find religious persons who only wants to talk and talk and never wants to listen – while the Bible says your words should be few

- You find Christians who wants to continuously teach others but cannot be taught themselves while the Bible said we should not be many teachers

- We have people who boasts with their knowledge, yet they subtly use that knowledge to judge others, while the Bible says that we should not judge

- Paul use the imagery of a small child under the control of  a teacher.

- Even success in the religious world / the church means nothing.

- It is not only  such a way of  life that is useless, but even the WAY people are trying to please God. 
5. A NEW CREATURE:
- Paul says both these approaches are  without eternal value

- There is a new order/ new creation, and this is what matters

- This  new life is not subject to the powers/ precepts/ values of this world.

- The new life is not boxed in by religious precepts

- The life principle of this new life is the incorruptible life that wells up from a regenerated heart.

- Life activities are guided by following the inner voice of God. Yet such persons  displays no wilfulness . You find in them rather a humble peaceful rest.
-  The principle of freedom to live successfully in God’s sight stems from simple obedience to the HS which brings forth the fruit of teh Spirit
- In this new creation there is a new unity: Jews and heathens become one in Christ

- Paul say : herein lies the power. What power?

- To overcome

- To conquer over sin / the devil/ circumstances/ illness

- Victory unto eternal life

- Promises to the  Overcomers:
- Eat of the tree of life that is within the paradise of God
- Will suffer no damage from the second death

-Will receive from God the hidden manna; - Will receive from God a  white stone on which a new name is written;

- Will receive power to rule over the nations. Will receive from God the morning star

- Will be clothed with white clothes. Your name will never be erased from the book of life.

- Will be a pillar in the temple of God and will not go out from there. The name of God will be written upon you.
- Will sit on the throne with God
- Paul uses the imagery of a heir that inherits everything.
6. IN CHRIST JESUS:

- Key: Nothing makes sense without Him
- It is of Him that the  prophets spoke

- It is towards Him that the hopes and aspirations and longings of the saints of all ages were  focused

- On Him, the beloved of the heavens were all eyes in heaven and hell fixed when He came to earth

- He Who is our Sanctification, Righteousness and  Redemption

- It is of Him that the Father said  in Him He is well-pleased.
- It is in Him that all things are contained
- He through Whom, for Whom and by Whom all things are.

- He is the One who has trampled the winepress of God’s anger/ wrath/ fury alone
- He Who sit at the right hand of God’s glory

- He, in front of Whose name every knee shall bow and Whose Name every tongue shall confess

- He Who will sit as the final Judge over the life of every man

- He to Whom all true children of God through the ages have been calling Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus!

- In Him alone are these things true
7. CONCLUSION:

- Whomsoever has the Son has life
- He came so that we can have life, and life abundantly

- In Him we are more than Conquerers

- If God is for us, who can be against us?

- Where do you stand with Him?
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