
Farewell to Col Cobus van der Merwe

Whenever people are parting their ways - it is a sad day. Take for instance a divorce, where it is said that  the separation is  best for both parties, the parting still remains a sad thing. In a sense it is the undoing of relationships between people. Relationships that matter - because people matter. Today is also such a day - although it may be the beginning of a new chapter it also is the end of another one.

And the gentleman at the centre of this controversy, and the reason for us  all being here is of course : Cobus van der Merwe who is  only 43 years young., married  to Brita  with two children , Hendrik and Pieter Willem, two  good and solid Afrikaner names.

He joined the Army in 1975 and in less than 25 years he progressed to the rank of colonel - an exceptionally good performance. But that is only half the story. The other half tells you more about the man - Cobus.

At two occasions he was refused the opportunity to enrol at the Military Academy for further study. But at two occasions afterwards, the organisation had to fast track him because of his outstanding performance. The first occasion was his promotion to WO1 after being top achiever in 1986, and the second  was when he was directly promoted to the rank of Captain in 1987. Again he was refused the opportunity to attend the SA Army Senior Staff and Command Course in 1998,  and when he attended in 1999 he was the top student. From this one thing is clear about Cobus - not only is he a top achiever, but he is constantly capable of radically breaking out of difficult situations - perhaps a  quality that made him a very valuable Armour officer and leader.

As most of you know, Cobus was mostly involved with project management, and technology development work. In these fields his extra-ordinary skills were visible to all that worked with him. Although I never worked closely to him, I learned much about him as I saw him through the eyes of my colleagues who did work closely to him. They conveyed to me images of the highest respect for  a highly intelligent and quick thinking gentleman, strong-willed and very influential. An individual able to comprehend the broader picture, and one who could push relentlessly for the  reaching of  goals that seemed unreachable. He was also known as someone who would easily challenge the status quo as he reached towards the sky. Perhaps there is too much of an idealist in him also.

And today this remarkable man is breaking out of another mould -one that supported him for 25 years. Our molds are so comforting and assuring to us - and  to break free  takes a lot of courage.

Therefore Cobus, we as your firends an colleagues, are here today to wish you well, bid you godspeed, and thank you for your contribution to  our Armour world. Your friendship was prescious to us, and we hope to preserve that.

Dear friends, as an indication of our solidarity in wishing Cobus well, see that your glasses are charged, stand with me and drink a toast to : Cobus vd Merwe.!
