Africa, O! Africa





Mr Toastmaster , dear friends,





I am passionate about Africa!





Very few of us really know this truly remarkable continent on which we live. Africa has more than 650 million people, which is more than 20% of the world population, and growing at a staggering rate of 3% per year. 97% of those are indigenous people and only 1.3% are Westerners.  There are more than 2000 different languages on the continent and more than 3000 ethno-linguistic groups of people. I doubt whether any other continent in the world has a greater diversity of people.





The potential of the continent is immense. The whole world knows about the astonishing bio-diversity on the continent. Nowhere else in the world will you find the  treasures of wildlife as on the plains and in the tropical forests of Africa. The beauty of the continent for tourists is unsurpassed - to be compared with the best that any place in the world can offer. Even the deserts of Africa have their own  unique fascination. Africa is a vast treasurehouse of precious minerals, and certain parts of the continent and continental shelf abound with rich oil reserves. Africa has a vast , untapped potential for agriculture. In many of the interior parts there is abundant rain and rich soils, that can sustain massive agricultural production. In the peoples th
