FAITH IN THE LIFE OF  THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM AS SEEN THROUGH THE EYES OF  THE APOSTLE PAUL.
1.  INTRODUCTION:

Both the Patriarch Abraham, and  the Apostle Paul, can be considered “Champions of Faith”, one in the Old Testament and the other in the New. In their own unique ways, in accordance with the revelations they received from God, they both demonstrated by their lives the reality of faith, which is “the title deed of things hoped for, the proof of things which are not being seen” (Heb 11:1 Wuest) In the fuller development of the essence of the Christian Faith by Paul, he recognises in his teaching (especially documented in the Books of Romans and Galatians),  the centrality of the revelation to Abraham, as demonstrated in his life.

2.  THE UNIQUE POSITION OF ABRAHAM IN THE LIFE OF ISRAEL:
The unique and vital position of Abraham in the unfolding  revelation of YHWH to this world cannot be denied. It can for instance be seen from the fact that both  Israel and Christian Believers are called “The Children of Abraham” in Scripture. Perhaps the most significant aspect however was that the separation from a world of polytheism and idolatry started with Abram. In finding the only true God (or being found by Him), one of the most fundamental principles of faith was established in Abraham’s life, namely that Biblical faith is faith IN GOD, it is focused on God. That Abraham had a clear  revelation of the Almighty can be seen from the instances in the Old Testament where he describes Him as: eternal, the Most High, the Possessor of heaven  and earth, the righteous Judge of the nations, the One Who is just, wise , righteous, good and merciful.

3.  SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM:
A number of significant events from Abraham’s life warrant our attention. In Gen. 11 it is  described how he and his family moved from Ur to Harran, but at the age of 75, after the death of his father, Tera, he moved to Canaan, where he was a resident-alien for the rest of his life, although he was a rich and respected man. In Gen. 15  he is granted a covenant treaty by the Almighty God, in  which the land is promised to him and his offspring, although he never received any land, and  even had to  purchase land  for the burial of his beloved wife, Sarah. At the age of 99 he received the promise of a family from God, as well as a new name (Abram was changed to Abraham), and the circumcision as a sign of the covenant. Perhaps the most significant event in his life was the traumatic experience on the mountaintop where he was asked by God to sacrifice Isaac, and where  he was prepared to obey YHWH to the very last. The Scripture also records some of Abraham’s shortcomings and sins e.g. his suggestion that Sarah should announce herself as his  sister in order to win favour  with the pharaoh.

4.  PAUL’S INTERPRETATION OF ABRAHAM’S LIFE -EVENTS:
In the light of Paul’s letters to the Romans and Galatians, it is clear that these events are loaded with significance. In Romans 4 the following points are made:

· Abraham was considered justified before God because of his faith in God.

· He received the sign of the covenant, while he  was still uncircumcised, meaning that justification came apart from the law, and would be available to all who would believe, and that shows the grace of God

· Faith sees the Living God “calls into being that which do not exist” as Abraham saw in the miracle of the birth of Isaac in his old age, and despite Sarah’s unbelief.

In Rom 9:7 vv mention is made of the fact that not all Abraham’s natural descendants were  taken up in the covenant - since the covenant  developed along the line of Isaac. Thus true childhood of Abraham does not come along the line of fleshly descent from Abraham, but by virtue of the Faith in God. This section also  describes other facets of the faith, e.g. the covenant per se and  the fact of predestination. Rom 11:1 indicates that despite the unfaithfulness of the  people of Israel, His promise still holds, and in some mysterious way will He still cares for that people till the end of the world. It is therefore of some significance to be a  part of that nation, as  can also be seen in 2 Cor 11:22.

In Gal 3 Paul develops the theme of faith much further. Starting with the fact that “All the nations will be blessed” in Abraham (through faith, and not through the Law) , he continues to show that the blessings  promised to Abraham, became those of the Christian believers because of Christ, the Seed of Abraham with  the conclusion in 3:26 and 29 “For you are al sons of  God through faith in Christ Jesus... and if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise”

5.  DEMONSTRATION OF FAITH PRINCIPLES:
A number of key tenets of faith can be distinguished  from the life of Abraham:

· The fact that Abraham obeyed unquestioningly to move out of his father’s house demonstrates the basic  content of the word  “faith” in the OT, namely that God is true, trustworthy, solid, firm. (Also in the Moriah-event)

· God stands in the centre - the One and Only God, YHWH - the Object is God; Focused on God

· Faith also implies the necessity to act, a dynamic concept, active and productive  - as Abraham was prepared to move. (As well as his  willingness even to sacrifice his son)

· Justification by faith (and not by works) through the mercy of God.

· It is based on spiritual realities, and not on the seen things - As Abraham moved on God’s command, without knowing his final destination

· Faith is relational - a relationship between man and God, even a special relationship, called a covenant.

· Faith is sometimes  severely tested - as on Moriah.

· Faith brings its rewards - even to our  offspring. God is well pleased with our faith.

Paul however, with the benefit of the full revelation of Christ,  interprets these things and  completes them by showing how all these benefits were realised to us through the life and death of Christ Jesus the Messiah.

6.  CONCLUSION:
The continuity of the development  of the theme of faith in the Bible is clearly demonstrated by Paul quoting and interpreting Abraham. This shows the Sovereignty of God, Who was able to prophetically  deposit such profound truth in the life of Abraham, so  many ages before the full implications thereof became fully visible in Christ, as revealed by the Holy Spirit. It is faith in this God that gives eternal life!
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