Repentance
Why do you ask about repentance?

It is an ancient term, perhaps viewed by many as of little importance in today’s postmodern world because it presupposes a fear of God- a fact that is hardly reckoned with any more in our society.

The term is ‘Metanoia’ in Greek, which means to turn around or to turn towards… More fully it can be described as an inward change of mind, affections, convictions and commitment, and sorrow for offences committed against God. It is an inward conscious change that flows from the fear of God, and which also results in an outward turning from one’s previous lifestyle to God and His service.
It is something that happens inwardly, but with outward results, and although it is something within the will of man, the Bible describes it also as a gift from God (Acts 11:18). The reality is in the inward change, the proof of the genuineness in the outward manifestation.

It is something that comes upon the way of a sinner- when he is granted favour by God. When the Holy Spirit lets it dawn upon him what matter of man he really is, and what the reality and results of his sins are. (Who still believes that there is such a thing as sin today?) What a difference then does it make to his life when he can change all thatand experience the freedom of receiving God’s grace in the forgeveness of  his sins. What a freedom is there then in mending one’s ways!
I was fortunate to experience this early in my teenage years. Although I was concious of my sin, and I tried to find favour by God, I found no peace till a servant of God pointed out to me the way to God – by just accepting God’s grace through Jesus Christ. It changed my life, but some questions still remained. In my student years I again had a period of intense seeking of the Lord which opened to me the reality of the new birth. And it changed my life. But some questions still remained. Years later, together with some godly friends we desired more from God and I received a touch of God’s power. It changed my life yet again. But some questions still remained – till on one evening I entered into the waters of a swimming pool to be baptised, as a step of obedience. That act very fundamentally changed my heart, and finally I found rest and assurance with God for which I am forever thankful.
From that you’ll see my concept of  true repentance. There is the necessity for a heart renderingchange for the first time, but then it is imerative to live withGod in a spirit of repentance- always listening to His voice and prepared to change your life fundamentally

It can only stem from a real knowledge of Who God is,and who you are yourself. Then that becomes a way of life. Keeping short accounts with sin. To for give and make restitution, because one is forgiven and made free from the power of sin and satan.
That is what repentance means to me.
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