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PREFACE

These pages are offered humbly to all who are interested in reading them.  It does not constitute new thinking, nor is it original work.  Even the title and themes of the various chapters are everyday.   The contents are an interpretation of a learning experience, comprising the most important study material of a high-level military course which I and 35 comrades were privileged to attend at the South African Defence College during the first half of 2000.  The course was the first in the Executive National Security Programme series, the objective being to probe the most important dimensions of the concept of  National Security.

During the programme we were exposed to knowledgeable, top quality  guest speakers, intensive small-group deliberations on a variety of subjects, individual research, a visit to a foreign African country and, most importantly, to the influence of comrades who come from social, political, religious and economic convictions that differ from ours.  It is not easy to describe the impact of such an experience because, if one is honest with oneself, it forces one to expand one’s intellectual world, which could possibly be accompanied by an uneasy reassessment of one’s own view of  life.  Not only were we presented with new factual knowledge, we also gained perspectives of the past, the present and the future to be able to make more sense of the world in which we live.  I would like to acknowledge the numerous outstanding guest speakers for sharing their perspectives with us, as well as the efficient study leaders of the Defence College.  And I unashamedly add my own understanding of the study material, from the point of view of a Christian Afrikaner – which forms the basis of my philosophy of life.

I wish to thank my employer, Armscor, for sending me on this learning programme, the other people who attended the programme and who shared their lives with me, my family and friends who supported me during this time, and Marietjie Basson for typing this work.

I trust that these pages will help the reader to understand the world around him or her better, in order to be better prepared for the future.










KPJ Nel
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Chapter 1 : The world in our time
Introduction

Our understanding of the world around us greatly influences the way in which we live.  We all grow up within a certain framework, which we are inclined to regard as absolute or as the only acceptable and correct norm.  It is in essence conservatism.  Zealous study and the modern media, such as TV, as well as visits to other communities expose one to other people and their value system, leading one to realise that the world is bigger than only our own circle.  Subconsciously this results in a reassessment of one’s own framework, which is in itself a good thing as it brings a greater understanding of the realities of the world as opposed to the ideological view which one subconsciously holds.

Brief history

The world in our time is the product of dramatic events that occurred during the last two centuries.  Although they happened long ago, these events have left clear impressions on the national memories of the world’s nations, which were in some cases captured in structures that still exist today and still exercise an influence on world events, such as the United Nations Organisation.

Although former civilisations were very prominent in earlier centuries, such as the Chinese, the Japanese, the Ottoman Turks, etc., the past two centuries were dominated by the rise of Europe and Western civilisation.  Despite the many conflicts and struggles that took place across all of Europe, the continent developed into a giant, while other parts of the world remained almost static.  In many cases the struggle was about further development, even though it also caused misery and poverty on a large scale.  Of these, the conflict between Spain, England, France and later Germany was of great significance.  From the earlier feudal systems the concept of nationalism was established, and in 1648 the Agreement of Westphalia laid the foundations for a national state as we know it today.

Major developments in Europe gave rise to colonialism, by which nations extended their influence spheres to other, unexploited continents.  The most important colony was of course that in North America.  Thousands of people emigrated there, especially from England.  After a rebellion in the late 1700s, this colony eventually developed into an autonomous state, the USA, which is today the most powerful country on earth.  Africa was colonised especially by England, France, Portugal, Belgium and Germany, and at an important convention in Berlin in 1884 boundaries were drawn for the states in Africa without any consultation with the people of Africa.  This still impacts on African politics today.

The First World War shocked Europe, which had begun the twentieth century with optimism.  As a result of new technologies the war caused large-scale destruction and millions of people lost their lives.  New weaponry, such as rifles, tanks, aircraft and primitive chemical weapons, was used for the first time and the war was ultimately fought from trenches.  When peace was eventually declared, the world’s peoples endeavoured to set up a mechanism for preventing any such big war in future.  The League of Nations was founded, in which the USA did not participate.  Although this organisation laid certain foundations for international cooperation, it was not successful and was dissolved.

The Second World  War was an even bigger shock for Europe, overshadowing the previous war in every way.  Eventually parties far away from Europe became involved, e.g. Japan and the USA.  The single most important event was probably the two nuclear bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the USA in 1945.  It sent shock waves through all the nations of the world and brought about comprehensive changes in the world.  

After the Second World War the world quickly developed into a bi-polar system with two dominant forces – the USA and the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.  The rest of the world divided themselves into roughly two camps behind these two giants.  This gave rise to the socalled Cold War where battles were fought indirectly.  As a nuclear war would be so terrible and could wipe out the whole of civilisation, it had to be avoided at all cost.  This philosophy became known as MAD – Mutual Assured Destruction.  As neither of the major powers who started a nuclear war would itself survive the destructive counterattack, it was silly for anyone to want to even contemplate starting such a war.

In this time the United Nations Organisations developed, with the objective (as in the case of the League of Nations) of preventing conflict and ensuring peace.  The UN has many organs through which it exercises its influence worldwide, the most important of which are the General Assembly and the Security Council.  The Security Council has the most influence and consists of 10 members, five of which  – the major powers (USA, Britain, France, Russia and China) have permanent status and hold the right to veto.  The activities of the UN are carried mainly by the large contributions of the United States (about 25%) and in many circles the UN is seen as a servant of the strong Western powers.  Although the UN has become involved in many areas,  it has not been successful in all actions which it has undertaken.

The next dramatic event which changed the world was the spectacular collapse of the Soviet power bloc.  Based on unworkable Marxist and Communist philosophies, the states could not develop adequately economically and eventually collapsed.  This led to an unstable international environment as there was no more balance of power.  The USA remained the only, undisputed, super power and even developed into a hyper power, and soon many regional conflicts, which had been simmering for many decades, broke out.  This brings us to the world in our time.

Current world climate

The world’s future is influenced by world tendencies, the most important being the rapid growth of  the world’s population.  World figures passed the 6 billion mark in 1999, with the biggest population growth unfortunately occurring in those parts of the world where natural resources and food sources are scarcest, namely in Africa and in Asia.  This tendency predicts large-scale poverty, hunger, disease and conflict in those parts of the world – particularly if accompanied by natural disasters such as droughts, floods, etc.  In contrast, the developed, Western countries (and Japan) have advanced far in stabilising their population growth.

The next tendency is that of globalisation, which is driven in particular by dramatic technological developments such as the Internet.  Electronic networks cause important boundaries to vanish.  Vast amounts of capital are moved 24 hours a day by electronic networks and the concept of e-commerce is busy changing the nature of the commercial world.  The free flow of information worldwide is changing people’s thinking on an enormous scale.  It will bring about polarisation in the world – those who develop along with the globalisation, and those who lag behind and those who fight against it in vain.  A possible outcome of globalisation could be the establishment of a world government.  It is a known fact that the world is already divided into a wealthy North and a poor South – referred to as the North-South problem.  Globalisation and the rapid development it might bring in developed countries could further enlarge this gap.

In terms of world power structures, two tendencies may be of significance.  The one is the ever-increasing role of  organisations such as the United Nations, the World Health Organisation, the World Labour Organisation, the Southern Africa Development Community, and others.  In many countries the concept of national sovereignty is being eroded, leaving room for international and regional organisations to become involved  in times of conflict, which previously would have been seen as interference in a country’s  domestic affairs.  The other tendency is the urge towards greater liberalisation – the realisation of freedom for smaller groups in the world – based on ethnicity or religion, for instance.  Seen against the background of autocratic leaders who cling desperately to power and do not hesitate to use force in the process, this predicts continued conflict in the future.

Another tendency is the increase in international crime.  The improved infrastructure and communication technology makes collaboration between international crime syndicates so much easier.  Moreover, many states in the developing world are incapable of  maintaining law and order.  Drugs, diamonds, gold, abalone and other valuable commodities are easily smuggled between these countries.  This is associated with powerful conglomerates, e.g. the drug barons of Colombia and the Mafia in Italy, Russia and the USA.  Such criminal activity entails the flow of vast amounts of money, which would easily attract attention.  To prevent this the concept of money-laundering has arisen, where “dirty money” (obtained from illegal activities) is brought into official currency systems through investments, casinos, on the stock exchange and in businesses, so that the original source of the money cannot be traced.

World role-players

The USA:

Population (million): 267.5 (2000)

Growth (% p.a.): 0.71

Density (people per sq km): 278

Composition:

Euro Americans 70%

Afro Americans 12%

Latin Americans 9%

Literacy: 95.5%

Religion: 

Christians 86.5%

North America is the most influential region in the world today.  The USA is the only remaining super power able to project power to any place on the globe.  The USA’s economy is tremendously strong and it is 50% larger than that of the next country (Japan).  The dollar is the most influential currency in the world and international transactions (minerals, oil sales) are all done in dollars.  Although the country and its people are prosperous, the economy is on a slow downward path.  The USA has the biggest debt burden in the world.  Wealth is not evenly distributed and 30% of black Americans and 20% of  Latin Americans (Hispanics) live in poverty.  The level of crime in the USA is high and 50% of its prisoners come from 12% of the population.  The USA spends a lot on education but the education system is generally not of a high standard.  However, the USA has some of the world’s best schools and universities.  The American culture, with its emphasis on entertainment, has become shallow and is like a self-inflicted wound.  Many citizens feel that the community has weakened  the social fabric, racial relations, economic conditions and the welfare of the average American family.  The USA is the leader in globalisation and the undisputed leader in the sphere of the Internet.  

The USA is vulnerable to the new kind of warfare, known as cyber warfare, and consequently one of the Pentagon’s highest priorities is to safeguard the USA against this.

Canada:

 Population (million): 28.6 (2000)

Growth (% p.a.): 0.77

Density (people per sq km): 287

Composition:

British descent 37%

French descent 27%

European descent 24%

Literacy: 96%

Religion: 

Christians 83.5%

Canada is part of the North American continent and is a successful and developed state.  It is however totally overshadowed by its mighty neighbour – the USA.  Canada’s  philosophy is “to learn how to sleep with an elephant on one bed”.  More than 80% of Canada’s trade is with the USA.  There is disunity between Quebec, the French-speaking province, and the other English-speaking provinces.  As a result of large-scale secularisation the Christian church in Canada is very marginalised.

The United Kingdom:

Population (million): 59 (2000)

Growth (% p.a.): 0.28

Density (people per sq km): 241

Composition:

Anglo-Saxon 92%

Asians 4%

Literacy: 97%

Religion: 

Christians 66.5%

Non-religious 28%

 Germany:

Population (million): 80.9 (2000)

Growth (% p.a.): 0.22

Density (people per sq km): 226

Composition:

Germans 93.4%

Literacy: 96%

Religion: 

Christians 75.8%

Non-religious 21.6%

The European Union represents the second most important power bloc in the world.  It is currently made up of 15 states in Western Europe, with countries such as Poland, Czechoslovakia, Estonia and Cyprus wanting to be incorporated.  The first 50 years of the last century were disastrous for Europe, because of the many wars, but there is a continuous attempt to bridge major differences.  Particularly France, Germany and the Netherlands have played a major role in this process.  A free trade zone has been created within the Union, and the EU is steadily following a single approach in foreign and domestic affairs and economic matters.  About 40% of South Africa’s foreign trade is with the EU.  The EU is the largest provider of development aid in the world, although it seems to be showing signs of  Afro pessimism or donor fatigue.

The most important states in the power bloc are:

-
The United Kingdom

-
Germany

-
France

-
Spain

-
Belgium

-
The Netherlands

-
Italy

-
Switzerland.

Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia and Turkey form another important region.  It consists of 25 countries with more than 475 million inhabitants and is one and a half times as big as Africa.  Eastern Europe has 14 states, including Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, Moldavia, Yugoslavia, Bosnia, Albania, Macedonia and Bulgaria.  The Balkan states also fall into this region.  The collapse of the Russian power bloc brought much instability and many regional conflicts to the region.

India:

Population (million):  1013 (2000)

Growth (% p.a.): 2.3

Density (people per sq km): 316

Composition:

Indo-Aryans 73%

Dravidians 24%

Literacy: 

Religion: 

Christians 2.6%

Hindu 79%

Moslem 12%

South and South East Asia and Australia form another important region.  It is an inhomogeneous region, formed by its colonial history.  India and Australia are the most important countries in this region as far as South Africa is concerned.  The conflict that has been simmering for many years between India and Pakistan is an important political factor for the region.  The region includes thousands of islands, which play a strong role as part of the upcoming world.

Japan:
Population (million):  129 (2000)

Growth (% p.a.): 0.46

Density (people per sq km): 337

Composition:

Japanese 99.1%

Literacy:

Religion:

Christians 2.5%

Shinto 80%

Japan, China, the Koreas and Taiwan fall into the East Asian bloc.  This bloc is dominated economically by Japan, which has the second largest economy in the world.  Owing to the high level of economic development, Japan is probably the best equipped to face the future.  The country has strong social and racial unity and places great emphasis on social harmony.  The Japanese are not very individualistic people, and rather focus on teamwork.  Much attention is paid to education and a very high education standard is maintained.  Since the Second World War Japan has not developed a strong military force and does not have a nuclear weapon, but it does possess the technological capability to develop one within a very short time.  One of the main tendencies in Japan is the emphasis on the use of robots in the manufacturing sector,  resulting in a large reduction in labour costs.

China:

Population (million):  1295 (2000)

Growth (% p.a.): 1.3

Density (people per sq km): 127

Composition:

Chinese (Han) 92%

Ethnic minorities 8%

Literacy: 73%

Religion:

Agnostics 59%

Chinese religions 27%

The other giant in the region is China, which in terms of numbers is far bigger than all the other countries.  Of the 1,2 billion inhabitants 800 million are peasants, and 200 million people have no or no proper work.  Western influence is becoming increasingly visible in China, bringing about certain social evils.  About 60 million Chinese live outside China and the value of what they produce is more than that of the 1,2 billion people in China – which indicates the poor performance of the communist system.  China has 20% of the world’s population but only 7% of the world’s arable agricultural land.  Many of China’s industries are state-subsidised, have stagnated and show no growth like for instance the companies in Hong Kong, where there is a profit motive.  China has more than 2 million soldiers in its defence force.

The Middle East has also been of importance, for particularly two reasons:  Firstly it is located where three continents come together, and secondly it holds a major part of the world’s oil reserves (68%).  200 million people live in this region, 55% of whom speak Arabic.  It is the heart of Islam, which is divided 68/22% between the Sunni and Shiite Moslem groups.  Conflicts abound in the region, the most well-known of which is that between Israel and the Arabic states.

Africa is the sad continent.  Africa’s 765 million people make up about 19% of the world’s population.  The whole of Africa’s contribution to the world economy is less than 2% and the economy of the whole of Africa south of the Sahara (excluding South Africa) is smaller than that of Belgium.   In many ways Africa has deteriorated since the withdrawal of the colonial powers, one of the reasons for this being the ever-recurring wars.  The developed countries no longer really take Africa into account and are interested in the continent only for the exploitation of its mineral resources – one of the biggest driving forces of conflicts in Africa.

Latin America has also experienced regression in world terms.  There are many dictatorships, struggles and enormous debt burdens.  Education is generally poor and many of the world’s drug problems have their origins in this region.  The most important states in the region are Brazil, Argentina and Chile.

More than 57% of the world’s people live in Asia, 19% in Africa, 9% in Latin America, 6% in Europe and 4% in North America.

The world’s destiny

The world economy is in a state of rapid change.  In the developed world the economy is changing from an industrial economy to an information-based economy.  The emphasis is shifting from raw materials to information, from property to knowledge, and from cheap labour to skills and ideas.  The economic changes will also bring about political change, and soon each one of us will be affected.  It is for this that one should prepare.

The earth’s inhabitants probably face the biggest challenges yet.  While certain parts of the globe are experiencing great comforts and riches, there is misery for millions of people in other parts, and the polarisation is intensified by the rapidly growing development.  Although it would appear that there is no danger of a nuclear war, so many regional conflicts have broken out that the world has actually become a more dangerous place.  Although the world has become more secularised, there is still a serious danger of religious and ethnic conflict.  Particularly in the developing countries we find cases of corrupt and  power-crazy leaders who exploit and oppress people, and everywhere it is the ordinary people who are worst off.

The future?

What the world will look like in the future is an open question.  Will it be the start of a thousand years of peace?  Will there be a devastating world war?  Will the world continue to polarise into a miserably poor part and a rich part?  Will there always be strife between the inhabitants of the earth?  What should one’s attitude to the future be?

The way in which we view the world’s future consciously or unconsciously determines how we are going to live.  Someone who thinks that the world is quickly coming to an end will have a short-term view of life and this will influence his actions.  Someone who thinks that a long life lies ahead will busy himself with things that will still bear fruit tomorrow.  And when the day of tomorrow comes, the difference between these two will be clearly visible.

Chapter 2 : The wars and conflicts of the world
Introduction

There has probably never been a period in the history of the world that was without war.  The conduct of war and the victories achieved probably make up one of the most important factors that shaped the history of the world.  Not only did it result in the domination of one nation over another, it also brought about cross-pollination between the different religions and cultures in the world.  In addition to the grave loss of human lives, wars always bring massive debts.  This large-scale borrowing and repayment of war debts played an important role in the establishment of international banking.  Although the word "peace" rings hollow, and no matter how many times we hear it, war remains a reality, as always.  In Mao’s words:


“In time of peace – prepare for war


In time of war – prepare for peace.”

The nature of war

War is not only the brutal slaughtering of people between two warring groups.  A deeper analysis clearly shows that war is about getting the enemy, or the opponent, to subject to your will.  Everything is thus focused on his actual decision to subject to your authority.  War is therefore about arriving at the decision.  Although a decision is a psychological, human action, and although people make decisions based on their environment and circumstances, different methods can be used to influence such a decision.  It is much cheaper, for instance, to get the decision by imposing threats, rather than to start a battle.  In the military this is referred to as a display of power, which is actually part of psychological warfare.

War on the ground was originally two human lines facing each other.  The weak points of either line lay at the rear and on the flanks.  Victory could be achieved by wrapping around the enemy in order to attack his weak spots.  Every force naturally tried to prevent being encircled, which resulted in longer lines, until the centre became so weak that the enemy could break through there.  In order to ensure good mobility on the sides, horses and riders were used at the flanks in the olden days.  The objective was thus to disorganise the opponent’s line, to cause a psychological shock and to thoroughly shake the psychological bonds between soldiers.  The orderly army would then become a disorderly group of individuals, resulting in the slaughter.

Naturally designing the battle is not always that easy because foreplay, feigned attacks and harassment are used.  The purpose of these is to pin the enemy forces in one place, to undermine their morale, to exhaust them and then to attack a certain  weak point in a decisive way and with full force.  To counter this every force has a reserve group, which is always kept ready to oppose the real attack.  The art of warfare is therefore to retain unity amongst one’s own forces, while breaking up that of the enemy.  This is indicative of the extreme importance of the psychological factor.

Different strategies

Many different warfare strategies were developed over the centuries, and it is usually the group that can apply a new strategy or can adapt to new circumstances that has the best chance of winning the war.  The classic strategy according to which the two world wars were fought, was that of Clausewitz, which is aimed at focusing your maximum effort on the enemy’s biggest concentration of power.  The outcome of this battle will determine the ultimate decision.  Hart for example suggests that the enemy should first be scattered by all indirect methods, and that the enemy must be surprised in all kinds of ways.  Strong action must then be directed at the enemy’s weakest points, and the decision is then sometimes made in battle actions away from the main battlefield.  Mao Tse-Tung taught that forces should fall back when the enemy attacks, be followed up when the enemy falls back, attack with force at certain points and withdraw, and live from the enemy and in close collaboration with the community.     According to Lenin and Stalin the people and the army should be bound psychologically to each other and prior psychological actions are of the utmost importance.  The strategy that dominated the world after the Second World War was that of balance of power under the threatening umbrella of  assured, mutual nuclear elimination.  Not one of the super powers could dare to act directly as aggressor, as a nuclear war would destroy both sides and with it a large part of the world.  That is why the so-called Cold War was conducted indirectly, e.g. in Vietnam, Korea and Africa.  The current strategy of America, the world’s only super power today, can be described as that of engagement, shaping world events by political and economic power in order to enforce its will, and if that does not work, then by projection of power.  They argue that it is cheaper to try to steer away from conflicts through diplomacy and economic pressure, than to use military intervention later.

Regional conflicts around the world

Algeria:

Population (million): 33.8

Growth (% p. a.): 2.9

Density (people per sq km): 14.19

Composition:

Arabs 70%

Berbers 30%

Literacy: 50%

Religion:

Christians 0.4%

Moslem 99.4%

France:

Population (million): 58.2 (2000)

Growth (% p. a.): 0.36

Density (people per sq km): 14.2

Composition:

French 74.7%

Minorities 13.7%

Literacy: 95%

Religion:

Christians 71.5%

Moslem 7.7%

No religion 19.2%

An understanding of the nature of war in our time can be gained by looking at a few flash-points.

The Algerian revolution from 1954 to 1962 is the classic example of a population that rebelled against its colonial power and was victorious.  Algeria is Africa’s second largest state, and is an oil-rich country.  The French occupied Algeria in 1830.  In 1864 in Berlin the boundaries of African countries were decided and in 1871 a French Governor General was appointed.  Between 1871 and 1881 there was serious conflict over land use and in 1878 the French introduced reforms.  The strife continued, however, and during the two world wars the Algerians began to organise themselves politically, while in France there was disagreement between the liberals and the conservatives on the way in which Algeria should be handled.  In 1954 the FNL launched a full-scale revolution and built up a force of 130 000 men, who enjoyed the support of the Algerian people.  They made effective use of urban and rural guerrilla warfare against the French.  The Algerian nation was eager to gain its freedom and their demands were finally acceded to when Charles de Gaulle took over the reigns in France.  Algeria became independent in 1962.  However, the social political system that followed after independence failed, and a radical Moslem government came to power.  This example shows the might of revolutionary war.  France is a respected European nuclear power, yet it decided to give up the struggle.  It was no longer worth its while to continue.

Afghanistan:

Population (million): 32.2 (2000)

Growth (% p. a.): 6.9

Density (people per sq km): 49.5

Composition:

Indo-French 76.3%

Turks 23%

Literacy: 12%

Religion:

Moslem 99%

Russia:

Population (million): 153.64 (1995)

Growth (% p. a.): 0.5

Density (people per sq km): 9

Composition:

Indo-European 89.3%

Turks/Altaic  9%

Literacy: 98%

Religion:

Christian 56.3%

Moslem 8.7%

Non-religious 32.7%

The war between Afghanistan and Russia is another example of where a super power burnt its fingers with the people of a country that fought desperately for their freedom.  Afghanistan is surrounded by other countries, is about half the size of the RSA and has 6 ethnic groups.  99% of its people are Moslems.  It is one of the poorest countries in the world but produces much of the world's dagga and opium.  The state was originally founded in 1835.  In 1962 it had a dispute with its neighbour Pakistan but this was resolved in 1967.  The Republic of Afghanistan was formed in 1973 and in 1975 Russia invaded the country.  The Russians basically wanted to display their status as super power.  Russia annexed Afghanistan, which led to a long, extended battle in the desert areas.  The Russian forces were continuously attacked from the inhospitable mountain regions by the Mujahideen (terrorists), even though there were disputes about leadership amongst them.  An agreement was reached in Geneva in 1988 and Russia withdrew.  In 1996 the government in Afghanistan was replaced with the Taliban, but this government does not enjoy wide recognition.  It introduced Sharia law and fighting continues in the country.  The economy is very poor and the people lead wretched lives.  This conflict also demonstrates that power in itself cannot stand up to the will of the people in the long term.  

Angola:

Population (million): 13.2 

Growth (% p. a.): 2.8

Density (people per sq km): 10.6

Composition:

36 different groups

Literacy: 30%

Religion:

Christian 84.6%

Traditional African 14%

Non-religious 1.5%

Portugal:

Population (million): 10.6 

Growth (% p. a.): 0.28

Density (people per sq km): 115

Composition:

Portuguese 96.6%

Immigrants 2.5%

Literacy: 84%

Religion:

Christian 96%

Non-religious 3.8%

Angola is an unfortunate state where civil war has been waging for the past 30 years, with no end in sight yet.  The country has been devastated and the people live in miserable conditions.  The country is about 7% bigger than the RSA and its infrastructure is poorly developed.  Angola was the biggest of the Portuguese colonies, which cost Portugal millions of dollars.  Three freedom movements became active (MPLA, FNLA and UNITA) and they drew Portugal into a typical African bush war, which Portugal could not keep up.  In 1974 there was a coup d’état in Lisbon and it was immediately decided to get rid of the colonies in Africa.  After much political clumsiness the government of Angola was handed over to the MPLA in 1975.  This was during the Cold War and various parties had an interest in the area:  Russia, Cuba, the USA, the RSA, China and various African countries.  RSA forces were already deployed on the northern border of South West Africa in the fight against SWAPO, and it was in South Africa’s interest that the expansion of communism should not continue.  The Clark Amendment in the USA senate prohibited any direct American involvement in the fight but the CIA was nevertheless clandestinely involved.  After an incident at the Calueqe water scheme the RSA forces invaded Angola in August 1975 and with fewer than 2000 troops progressed to within reach of Luanda within 4 months without encountering any real opposition.  It was termed Operation Savannah.  Under pressure from the Americans the RSA forces withdrew.  The RSA forces supported UNITA in an attempt to place them in a favourable position for the upcoming elections.  The elections were won by the MPLA, and UNITA’s Savimbi was offered the post of deputy president.  He accused them of election fraud, however, and fighting continued.  The Angolan community has been ruined by the civil war and landmines lie strewn across the whole country.  Two economic driving forces sustain the strife:  oil in the province of Cabinda (MPLA money) and diamonds (Savimbi money).  In 1999 the MPLA launched a major offensive, which destroyed most of UNITA’s conventional force.  UNITA was forced back to the south eastern parts of the country, where they continue to wage war against the MPLA.  In 1999 the government in Namibia consented to the MPLA’s request to attack UNITA from within the Caprivi strip, which in turn led to UNITA fighting cross-border battles against Namibia.

India:

Population (million): 1013.7 (2000)

Growth (% p. a.): 2.3

Density (people per sq km): 316.4 (16% of the world population)

Composition:

Indo-Arian 73.7%

Davidians 24%

Literacy: %

Religion:

Christian 2.61%

Moslem 1%

Hindu 78.8%

Sikhs 1.9%

Pakistan:

Population (million): 163.4 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 2.9

Density (people per sq km): 185.6

Composition:

Indo-Iranian 85%

Iranian 13.6%

Literacy: 26%

Religion:

Christian 1.7%

Moslem 96.71%

The conflict between India and Pakistan over Kashmir province is another of the world’s unresolved conflicts since the Second World War.  After 12 centuries of animosity between Hindus and Moslems, there was relative peace in the area during the period of British colonial rule.  In 1947 Britain withdrew from the region  and the basic agreement was that all the dominantly Hindu provinces would come under the control of India and the dominantly Moslem provinces under the control of Pakistan.  Kashmir province is predominantly Moslem but had a Hindu leader at the time of the British withdrawal.  In some clever political manner Kashmir was attached to India, which was not acceptable to Pakistan.  It led to ongoing conflict and major loss of life.  Pakistan has brought the matter before the UN several times already but has not succeeded in gaining control of the area.  Pakistan has a great passion to regain the province.  Three major conflicts took place:  In 1971 when Bangladesh seceded from East Pakistan, on the Siachem glacier in 1984 (the war took place at the highest point above sea level ever), and the conflict in 1999.  The fact that both countries recently demonstrated multiple nuclear tests, and that both have long-range rockets, makes this region a tinder-box.

Israel:

Population (million): 6.0 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 1.9

Density (people per sq km): 211

Composition:

Jews 81.8%

Arabs 15.8%

Literacy: 92%

Religion:

Christian 1.3%

Jewish 81.4%

Moslem 14.5%

Egypt:

Population (million): 67.8 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 2.3

Density (people per sq km): 67.7

Composition:

Egyptian 86.4%

Arabs 6.2%

Other 15%

Literacy: 45%

Religion:

Christian 14.2%

Moslem 85.4%

Syria:

Population (million): 17.8 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 3.6

Density (people per sq km): 96.1

Composition:

Arabs 85%

Other 15%

Literacy: 65%

Religion:

Christian 8%

Moslem 90.5%

The Six Day War in 1967 between Israel on the one side and Egypt, Jordan and Syria on the other was but one in a series of conflicts in the region since the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948.  The war was remarkable in the sense that within the first 24 hours Israel, in a surprise attack, almost destroyed the whole of the air forces of  the Arab countries on the ground and thereafter, with the help of their air power, totally overwhelmed and defeated the Arab forces with a giant tank offensive.  It was a brief but violent war.  The first Arab-Israeli conflict was in 1948 when ground was annexed by Israeli forces, which resulted in the large-scale exodus of Arabs.  Elections were held in 1949.  In 1956 President Nasser of Egypt nationalised the Suez Canal and prohibited Israeli ships from passing through the canal.  In 1967 Egypt closed the Strait of  Tiran to Israeli ships and this led to the attack by Israel on 5 January 1967.  Israel was supported by the Western powers (except France), and the Arabs by Russia.  Israel extended its area by three times the original size, placing them in  position to trade ground for peace.  Although the Arab forces were almost completely destroyed, they quickly recovered and were better equipped for the Yom Kippur War which followed later.  Although there is a peace process under way, the situation in the Middle East remains explosive.

Iraq:

Population (million): 26.5 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 3.4

Density (people per sq km): 60.9

Composition:

Arabs 74.4%

Kurds 19%

Turks 1.4%

Literacy: 60%

Religion:

Christian 3.3%

Moslem 95.4%

Iran:

Population (million): 73.7 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 2.7

Density (people per sq km): 60.9

Composition:

Indo-Iranian 75.6%

Turks 18.8%

Literacy: 52%

Religion:

Moslem 99%

Bahai 0.5%

In the early eighties there was a rather protracted war between Iran and Iraq.  It is very difficult to determine the precise reasons for the war.  Iran, which stems from the Persian empire, with more than 30 million people in those days, was the dominant power in the region.  Iraq, which stems from Mesopotamia, became British mandate in 1920, gained independence in 1932 and became a republic in 1958.  Iraq’s ambition was to take over the leadership of the region.

The production of oil is important to both countries and the money from the oil resources guaranteed long-term financing of the war.  During this time 40 countries sold weapons to the region.  The Shatt ‘Al Arab waterway forms the border between the two countries and is particularly important to Iraq for its oil exports.  Iraq annexed the waterway and attacked the oil installations in Iran.  Five oil tankers were sunk in the waterway.  Initially Iraq was successful with a ground assault, but later concentrated on defence around Baghdad.  In 1984 Iran began to put on the pressure, including the so-called human wave assaults.  Iran had a dominant air force and also employed chemical warfare – mustard gas.  Iraq destroyed Iran’s nuclear power station.  The war left Iraq in a strong position but with massive war debts to Russia and other states in the Gulf.  The USA played a decisive role in Iraq’s victory, although this is not generally known.

Falkland Islands

Population : only 2000 inhabitants (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 0.45

Density (people per sq km): 0.12

Composition:

British 97%

Religion:

Christian 87%

Non-religious 13%

Argentina

Population (million): 36.4 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 1.2

Density (people per sq km): 13.1

Composition:

European 84.5%

Mezisto 7%

Amero-Indian 3.7%

Religion:

Christian 95.5%

Moslem 1.5%

Non-religious 2%

The Falklands/Malvinas war in 1982 was another special conflict.  The group of Falkland Islands lies on the southern point of South America about 500 km from Argentina and about 12 300 km away from Britain.  The islands are important for access to the south pole and the Pacific Ocean.  In 1766 already there was a conflict between Britain and France over the islands.  In 1776 France transferred the islands to Spain, which appointed a governor.  In 1790 Britain waived its claim and Argentina claimed the islands.  Britain took over again in 1833, but Argentina never relinquished its claim to the islands.  During the latter half of the twentieth century when Britain reduced the size of its fleet and gave up overseas colonies, the Falkland Islands were placed on the decolonisation list in 1964.  In 1981 the military Junta of Argentina felt that they had had no political success with Britain and decided to take over the island group and in so doing force Britain to the negotiating table.  The Argentineans stood enthusiastically behind their government.  After strong political action, and sanctions which paralysed Argentina, Britain sent a task fleet to the region, initially to the south Georgian islands about 1 290 km from the Falklands.  They occupied these islands and relieved the Falkland Islands.  A turning point in the war came when one of Argentina’s warships was sunk by an English submarine.  By this England showed that it was still in a position to project considerable power across the globe.

However, the most spectacular war was certainly Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, in which a worldwide coalition of about 50 countries, under the guidance of the USA, acted against Iraq, which had invaded and annexed the little oil-rich country of Kuwait on 2 August 1990.  Kuwait was a British protectorate from 1899 to 1961, when it became independent, but Iraq had always claimed it as a 19th province.  The annexation of Kuwait would give Iraq better access to the sea for its oil exports and enable it to exercise greater control over Gulf oil.  Iraq used the excuse of war debt and countries that allegedly meddled with the oil price to invade Kuwait, after building up its forces for a month on the border.  Iraq immediately threatened other Arab states, particularly Saudi Arabia.  After much political footwork across the world and at the United Nations, the USA brought together a coalition force of 50 states who were given consent to use force to drive Iraq out of Kuwait.  The first phase was Operation Desert Shield, where the USA established a considerable force in Saudi Arabia to prevent a threatening assault by Saddam Hussein’s forces.  In 1991 the coalition forces launched a brilliant assault.  First important targets in Iraq were neutralised and the coalition gained the upper hand in the air.  At the same time extensive maritime operations were conducted in the Gulf to successfully enforce US sanctions against Iraq.  Finally a well-planned ground attack was launched which, within 100 hours, caused the Iraqi force of about 500 000 men to collapse dramatically and to withdraw hastily from Kuwait.  In addition to plundering Kuwait, Iraq set fire to the oil resources, which burnt for months on end.  After the war the United Nations kept the pressure on Iraq to ensure that Iraq’s chemical, biological and nuclear warfare capabilities were dismantled.  At one stage this almost caused conflict again, but the process is continuing painstakingly.

Today there is conflict in more than 33 regions in the world, 11 of which are in Africa.  The United nations and regional organisations are increasingly expected to render assistance in resolving disputes, but there are only a few success stories.  Leaders and groups are just not able to find each other and to overcome centuries old differences.  To enforce peace from outside usually has no effect.  And so thousands of ordinary people are crushed between the milling stones of the political power of leaders.

The future?

Although everyone desires peace for the future and talks a lot about it, worldwide peace is improbable.  The Americans see four types of conflict:  1)  Formal wars (between states);  2)  informal wars (between states and other interests such as terrorist groups);  3)  grey area conflict (a mixture of war and large-scale organised crime);  and 4)  strategic information war (cyber war).  Four types of military forces will be found:  High-technology information-driven forces with high-precision, high-performance armaments;  massive mechanised forces where states are still in the industrial period;  infantry based armies with lots of manpower and light armaments, as is typical in Africa;  and terrorist forces.  It is predicted, and preparations are being made, that terrorist forces will exercise the biggest influence in urban areas, where it is extremely difficult to combat them.  In parts of the world where urbanisation is growing rapidly, one of the biggest fears, for those who know, is an assault on a city with chemical or biological weapons, with terrible consequences.

Chapter 3:  The region in which we live : Africa
Introduction

Africa

Population (million): 646.8 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 3

Density (people per sq km): 21.6

Composition:

Indigenous people 97%

Westerners 1.6%

More than 1995 known languages and 3000 ethnic linguistic groups

Africa is the world’s sad continent.  It contains both concealed promises of tremendous riches in terms of oil, diamonds and other minerals and the greatest miseries thinkable in terms of natural catastrophes and wars.  And the most tragic is that Africa and its circumstances do not really matter to the world – Africa is insignificant in world terms and human life in Africa is worth almost nothing to the developed West, particularly since the end of the Cold War.  In many cases Africa is simply a treasure-chest that is raided by international companies in collaboration with scrupulous, self-enriching, power-crazy leaders of government.  In many states in Africa the government,  which should be the protector of the people, is actually the people’s biggest threat and  oppressor, and the security forces are simply there to protect the regime and keep them in the saddle.

The current situation in Africa

As a consequence of the above, international interests are represented everywhere in Africa for the highly profitable mining of minerals, who continue to do so by buying the loyalty of the governments concerned.  None or very little of these riches filter through to the ordinary people or are ploughed back to improve the land.  In general, Africa is in a state of deterioration.  In order to protect themselves companies hire private security and some governments have even recruited mercenaries for their own protection.  As a result, besides the different states and armies, there are a myriad of private security interests in Africa, which exercise an important influence in certain areas.  All this, and the problem of poverty, have brought many of the states in Africa to the brink of collapse.  Some of the states effectively exist only in and around the cities, borders are porous and there is no control of people and goods moving to and fro.  Of the 40 poorest nations in the world, 32 are in Africa, and the whole of Africa makes up about 2% of the world’s economic production.

Factors that are detrimental to the conditions in Africa are the high population growth (3%), maladministration, self-favouring by the elite, low investment in agriculture (subsistence farming), enormous foreign debt burdens and the end of the Cold War – which reduced the value of Africa’s voice in the world’s international forums.  For more than 100 years colonial rule had brought relative peace, education, health services and economic development in Africa.  All the black states in Africa have gained their independence since 1957, with the democratic elections in South Africa being the last major milestone, with vast implications for Africa.

Although South Africa is economically the strongest country on the continent, its leadership is not accepted by all in Africa.  At least two other countries in Africa strive for the position of leader, namely Egypt and Nigeria.  Kenya is the most important country in East Africa.  Even in the southern Africa region it is known that for instance President Mugabe does not want to accept that South Africa is the leader.

Many of the countries in Africa still have remnants from their colonial past.  States are consequently classified as Francophone Africa (French-speaking), Lucophone Africa (Portuguese-speaking) and Anglophone Africa (English-speaking), depending on whether they were ruled by France, Portugal or England.  It would seem that the states that were under French rule have better relations with France than the other states have with their former colonial rulers.  Many of today’s black politicians take a very negative view of colonialism as they regard it synonymous with slavery, and refuse to recognise the benefits which colonialism brought to Africa.

In appears that the United Nations are increasingly striving to bring about peace through regional organisations.  That is why the Organisation for African Unity is important, as well as regional organisations such as the SADC and ECOWASS (in Central West Africa).

These regional organisations cannot function properly, however, if the mutual relations are not good.  Peace and stability cannot be brought to a region of conflict from outside – there must be real reconciliation between all the parties concerned.

The most important role-players in Africa

Nigeria          

Population (million): 118 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 3.5

Density (people per sq km): 128

Composition:

Different ethnic groups:

Hausa, Yoruba, Ibo, Fulani, Ibibio

Literacy: 57%

Religion:

Christian 50%

Moslem 40%

Traditional faiths 10%

Nigeria was previously a British colony which gained independence in 1960.  It is the country in Africa that has the most people and is the undisputed leader in West Africa.  The country has vast mineral resources, and in particular oil, but because of corruption, destruction and poor management, the money is not employed to build up the country.  Even though it is so rich in oil, the company imports a lot of petroleum products.  Fuel is smuggled between Nigeria and its neighbours, and Nigeria often experiences fuel shortages.

The country’s government system has been unstable since the end of its colonial era, and has been ruled by military governments longer than by civilian governments.

Nigeria is divided into three groups – a Moslem northern region, a Christian southern region, and a strip in the centre, which is where religious conflicts occur.  The south, with its more tropical climate, is the richer part when compared with the northern part, which is more desert-like.  Lagos was the capital city until 1991, when the government developed a new capital city at Abuja in the geographic centre of the country.  The country has a big foreign debt burden, and millions of its people live below the breadline.  Nigeria is actively involved in peace initiatives in Africa and regards itself as a candidate for a permanent seat on the UN’s security council, if Africa were given such a seat.  Nigeria has had a border dispute with Cameroon for many years, which leads to skirmishes now and again.

Kenya

Population (million): 37.9 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 4.2

Density (people per sq km): 65

Composition:

More than 117 ethnic groups

Bantu 66.6%

Nilotic 28.1%

Kusitic 3.6%

Literacy: 59%

Religion:

Christian 82.1%

Moslem 6%

Traditional faiths 10%

Kenya, the most dominant state in East Africa, lies on both sides of the equator.  Its outstanding landmarks are Mount Kenya, the Great Rift Valley and Lake Victoria.  It is a relatively stable state in an unstable region and has hundreds of thousands of refugees from Somalia.  The country was formerly called British East Africa, which became a British protectorate in 1895 already.  Britain’s original interest in Kenya stemmed from the fact that the origin of the Nile River is located there.  There was armed uprising against the British in 1914 and 1920 saw the start of intense political activity amongst the local people.  Jomo Kenyatta became the leader in 1947 and the activities of the Mau-Mau occurred from 1952 to 1956.  In 1960 a transitional constitution came into force, general elections were held in 1961, and an independent republic was declared in 1964.  In 1982 Kenya became a one-party state and in 1997 opposition parties were allowed to register again.  These parties will hardly make an impression because they are so fragmented.

The country experiences internal ethnic conflicts and relations with its neighbour Uganda are tense.  Its relations with Western nations are not good either because of its poor human rights record.  The country’s infrastructure is in a state of  disrepair and its foreign debt burden is high.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Population (million): 49 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 3.24

Density (people per sq km): 20.9

Composition:

450 ethnic groups:

Bantu 83.3%

Sudanese 13.5.1%

Milotic 1.4%

Literacy: 61%

Religion:

Christian 95.9%

Moslem 1.4%

Traditional faiths 2.7%

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly known as Zaire) is an extended area which encompasses a large part of Africa’s rain forests, with heavy rainfall and extended river systems.  The country has enormous mineral riches and big agricultural potential.  However, chaos since independence, maladministration and corruption have enriched the elite and impoverished the nation.  The transport system does not function, and the country cannot provide food for itself.

In 1960 Belgium hastily granted the country independence.  The country was unprepared and eight years of bloody civil war followed.  A coup d’état brought General Mobutu Seseko to power in 1965 and for 30 years he ruled as dictator.  Unscrupulously he enriched himself and those around him, with the tacit approval of the Western nations in exchange for his support during the Cold War.  With the collapse of communism came increased internal pressure for democracy and transformation, but Mobotu survived all efforts to oust him from power.

By 1993 the country had fallen into chaos.  Laurent Kabila took over in 1997, changing the country’s name to the DRC.  He banned opposition parties, gagged the press, and did nothing about the country’s abject poverty.  Within a year after taking over, the country was again in a state of civil war.

Early in 1998 anti-Kabila rebels invaded the Congo from Uganda and Rwanda and began their drive to the capital city of Kinshasa.  Angolan and Zimbabwean soldiers joined in the battle and stopped the advance.  The country is still gripped in bloody battle.

Angola

Population (million): 13.2 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 2.8

Density (people per sq km): 10.6

Composition:

Bantu 98.5%

Literacy: 

Religion:

Christian 84.6%

Traditional faiths 13.9%

Angola was a Portuguese colony for 450 years.  In 1975 the country gained its independence after 15 years of war.  With the support of Cuba the Marxist MPLA gained control of the government.  This government has since been opposed by UNITA, despite the peace agreement and multi-party elections in 1991.  In 1993 UNITA controlled about 70% of the country.

In 1999 the MPLA launched a major offensive, which broke up UNITA’s conventional force.  UNITA was driven back to the south eastern parts of the country, where they reorganised as an effective guerrilla force and from where they are continuing their struggle.  The country has rich mineral resources but about 80% of the income is sucked up by the war.  Angola has millions of refugees and people live a hand-to-mouth existence.  UNITA is also active in the DRC, and should the DRC at some stage have a government that favours UNITA, Angola will again be involved in an ongoing bush war.

Namibia

Population (million): 1.19 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 2.6

Density (people per sq km): 3.12

Composition:

11 races, 11 groups, 21 languages

Ovambo 70%

Khoisan 7.7%

Damara 7.5%

Mixed 7%

European 4.7%

Literacy: 72% 

Religion:

Christian 91%

Traditional faiths 5%

Non-religious 3.9%

Namibia is an arid region with a coastline of 570 km along the Atlantic Ocean.  It became a German protectorate in 1884 and was occupied by South Africa in 1914.  In 1925 South West Africa was given limited self-governing status and in 1941 the UN rejected South Africa’s request to annex the country.  IN 1966 South Africa became involved in the fight against SWAPO, which ultimately extended to the war in Angola and Cuba.  Namibia became independent in 1990.  Although SWAPO held Marxist sentiments, the Marxist government did not accept a Marxist government model;  it has a multi-party democracy and a mixed economy.  This has led to a relatively stable democracy.

The country has vast deposits of diamonds, uranium and other minerals, which are its main source of income.  The economic prospects are good if the government can curtail corruption and can work effectively towards a more equitable distribution of  wealth.  There is also a land redistribution issue in Namibia.

Namibia is suffering under the civil war in Angola as it spills over the border between the two countries.  In 1999 Namibia gave permission for Angola’s MPLA to launch operations against UNITA from Namibian territory.  This led to retaliatory attacks by UNITA against tourists in the Caprivi strip.  In 1998/1999 Namibia sent its soldiers to the DRC to support President Laurent Kabila, which placed a heavy burden on the country.  There is unrest in the Caprivi due to the political striving for secession, which Namibia does not want to accept.  Relations with Botswana are tense, due to a border and water dispute.  Furthermore, Namibia has big unemployment problems.

Zimbabwe

Population (million): 13.3 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 3.2

Density (people per sq km): 34

Composition:

Shona 69%

Nguni 17%

Other indigenous people 4.7%

Literacy: 76% 

Religion:

Christian 61.7%

Moslem 1.6%

Traditional faiths 32.6%

Non-religious 4%

Zimbabwe was a British colony for many years (since 1895).  In 1923 the white settlers were given the option of  having Rhodesia incorporated into South Africa.  This was rejected.  The country then became part of the Federation of North and South Rhodesia and Nyassaland.  In 1965 Ian Smith declared Rhodesia independent (DU).  A long and extended guerrilla battle ensued which, after the elections in 1972, led to the founding of the state of Zimbabwe in 1980.

The founding of the independent state did not put the country’s internal conflict to rest.  Gradually President Mugabe took over stricter control of the country and cruelly suppressed uprisings in Matabeleland with his fifth brigade which had been trained in Korea.  He still rules as dictator, and in 1999 wanted to have the constitution amended so that he could hold the presidentship for longer.  His party lost the referendum convincingly and in the 2000 elections there was a significant swing to the newly founded opposition, the Movement for Democratic Change.  The country is experiencing grave economic decline, labour unrest and corruption.  The currency has devaluated dramatically in the past decade.

The issue of land has been a major source of dissatisfaction in Zimbabwe for many years.  In 1934 land distribution legislation was adopted, in terms of which 75% of the best agricultural land was reserved for commercial farming.  This land was originally in the hands of white farmers, who farmed very successfully and supplied Zimbabwe with food as well as about 30% of its export products.  The farmers founded a very influential organisation – The Commercial Farmers Union (CFU).  The land that was in the hands of most of the subsistence farmers was more suitable for grazing.  At the time of independence Mugabe promised his war veterans that they would be allocated agricultural land in recognition of their services.  For the past 20 years Mugabe has used this issue as political ball to drum up support during elections, but did not really do anything about the matter.  Under the independence agreement Britain was to provide the funds for buying land from the farmers.  However, this was stopped after the first round of purchases because the farms that were purchased all landed in the hands of Mugabe and his elite.  The understandable frustration and impatience of the war veterans, which had grown uncontrollably, led to the occupation of farms early in 2000 – which Mugabe tried to exploit for the 2000 elections.

In addition to these problems, Zimbabwe has one of the highest incidences of HIV/AIDS, which has already had a very negative impact on the country.  Since 1998 Zimbabwe also has soldiers in the DRC to support Laurent Kabila, which is putting an enormous amount of pressure on the country.  The country is being “rewarded” by way of control of production from DRC diamond mines by OSLEG, which is being managed by Mugabe’s confidantes.

President Mugabe was greatly respected in Africa, and in the world, particularly during South Africa’s apartheid years, as he was the undisputed leader of the frontline states.  Since the democratic election in South Africa in 1994, and owing to the particularly charismatic role President Mandela began to play, Mugabe’s role has diminished, something he does not want to accept.  He will probably not accept the leadership of President Mbeki.

As Zimbabwe, being one of the strongest economies in Africa, is South Africa’s most important trading partner, its welfare has a major impact on South Africa.  South Africa cannot therefore distance itself from Zimbabwe’s problems.

Mozambique 
Population (million): 20.5 (2000) 

Growth (% p. a.): 2.7

Density (people per sq km): 25.2

Composition:

Indigenous people 99.1%

Literacy: 33% 

Religion:

Christian 42%

Moslem 1.3%

Traditional faiths 40%

Non-religious 5%

Mozambique is the poorest country in the world.  It was a Portuguese colony for 470 years and Portugal as the colonial power left it in poor condition.  After a long and bitter war for independence, Mozambique became independent in 1975.  The Renamo rebel force caused death and destruction throughout the whole of the country through brutal guerrilla war.  These wars formed the socio-economic landscape of Mozambique.  Fortunately Frelimo did not pursue its flirtation with Marxism and since then the country has made rapid progress.  In October 1992 a peace negotiation was signed and uneasy peace reigned in the country.  The Frelimo government was re-elected in the 1999 elections, which is good for the country’s stability.

The country is prone to natural disasters such as droughts and floods, the flood in early 2000 being a good example.  It cost the country more than R4,5-billion and was a big setback.  The country is dependent on foreign aid and its people are fleeing to the RSA for economic reasons.  The country’s infrastructure is in disrepair and the region is divided into a richer south and impoverished northern part, which in itself causes tension.

The future?

The continent is facing dreadful threats, and it is the ordinary people who suffer.  It would seem that only in a few places in Africa is there a crack down on the tendency of deterioration, in particular corruption and abuse of power.  Africa’s esteem is steadily decreasing in the world and foreign investments are rather made in other regions of the world where there is less risk.  At the same time the continent’s mineral riches and coastal waters are being looted by parties from all over the world, in collaboration with power-crazy, corrupt leaders.  Is there any hope for Africa?

President Thabo Mbeki has begun with a new dream for Africa – he calls it the African Renaissance.  He markets it everywhere and in so doing is trying to return a spark of hope and rationality to Africa.  But it will necessitate a fundamental change in mindset in Africa, however.  Moreover, as the initiative stems from South Africa, there is not much support for this voice calling in the wilderness.

Many years ago there lived a man who perhaps understood something about African Renaissance.  His name was Enoch Sontonga, a teacher at a Methodist mission in Johannesburg.  Most of the songs he wrote were sad, because he saw his people’s hardships.  In 1897 he wrote a song for his pupils, which was expanded on in 1927 by another Xhosa poet.  The song goes as follows:

Lord bless Africa

May her horn rise up

Hear thou our prayers and bless us

Chorus:

Descend o Spirit

Descend o Holy Spirit

Bless our chiefs

May they remember their Creator

Fear Him and revere Him

That He may bless them

Bless the public men

Bless also the youth

That they may carry the land with patience

and that Thou might bless them

Bless the wives

And also the young women

Lift up all the young girls

And bless them

Bless the ministers

Of all the churches of this land

Endue them with Thy Spirit

and bless them

Bless agriculture and stock-raising

Banish all famine and diseases

Fill the land with good health

And bless it

Bless our efforts

Of union and self-uplift

Of education and mutual understanding

And bless them

Lord bless Africa

Blot out all its wickedness

And its transgressions and sins

And bless it

Chapter 4: Our country : South Africa!
Introduction

At one time we all sang:

“Ringing out from our blue heavens …

At thy will to live or perish

O South Africa, dear land”.
Most of us meant it.  But soon there will be a generation of  South Africans to whom these words are unknown.  Many of the values that were important to us are fast becoming vague and no one can say with certainty what the generation will look like that is growing up now.  The new generation of whites will no longer have exclusive privileges and will be less attached to own ethnic and religious values;  and the new generation of black people will no longer be able to fall back on the struggle, because they were born after the struggle.  Consequently, that which the new government does, and what we ourselves do to build the nation of the future will be of the utmost importance.

Who are we?

We are between 42 and 46 million people who call this piece of earth their fatherland.  The exact number of people is uncertain as there are an estimated more than one million illegal immigrants in the country, who come mainly from Africa.  Whites make up less than 14% of the population and the percentage is decreasing steadily as the growth amongst whites is less than amongst the other population groups (whites 1,6%; Asian 1,9%; coloured and blacks 2,9%).  The Coloureds make up about 10% of the majority and most of them live in the Western Cape.  Less than 4% of the population are Asian.  The black population group, namely more than 73% of the population, consists of 10 main groups, as follows:

Zulu

20%

Xhosa

20%

Swazi

 3%

S Ndebele
1,3%

N Ndebele
 1%

Tswana
10%

N Sotho
 8%

S Sotho
 6%

Tsonga

 4%

Venda

 2%.

We are a nation composed of a number of minorities and are very dependent on each other, if viewed logically.

It is predicted that our population figures will exceed the 60 million mark by 2015 and will reach 65,7 million in 2020.  By then 80% of the population will be black.  85% of the country's inhabitants will live in urban areas and about 80% of the people living in cities will be black.   By that time more than 94% of the country’s whites will be city dwellers.

The story of South Africa

The Union of South Africa came into being in 1910, arising from the ashes of the Anglo-Boer war, and was recognised worldwide as a British colony.  The new prime minister was Gen Louis Botha, a former Boer general.  Two years later, in 1912, the ANC was formed amongst the black intelligentsia, and the National Party followed one year later.  When the First World War broke out in 1914 the Boer generals were requested to join the war on the part of England, but this led to a rebellion which was suppressed by force of arms.  The death of Louis Botha in 1919 came as a blow to the NP and the Afrikaners – who became all more urbanised because they streamed to the mines to work and  became more involved in political organisations, particularly in labour organisations.  The South African Communist Party was formed in 1920 – one of the oldest and most puritan communist parties outside of Russia.  A few Jewish families featured prominently in this party.  Economic conflict was on the increase in Johannesburg in 1921 and many of the Afrikaner workers joined the Communist Party.  When labour unrest broke out in the mines in 1922, Gen Jan Smuts sent in tanks to quell the uprising.  This permanently split Afrikaner politics.

In 1924 Lenin died and Stalin took over, and when South Africa attended the World Communist Conference in 1926, the CPSA was ordered to hand the leadership of the party to blacks.  Stalin repeated this viewpoint in 1928.  In 1929 Wall Street collapsed, which, inter alia, led to the start of the big depression in South Africa, resulting in much poverty amongst the Afrikaners, especially during the big drought of 1933.

When the Second World War broke out in 1939, many white South African soldiers were called up to fight for England.  Moral pressure was exerted on many young men working in the civil service, the railways, etc. to swear loyalty to the British Crown and to fight in Africa and even in Europe.  These were the so-called “blue oaths” and “red oaths”, hence the reference to “blou-lissies” and “rooi-lissies”.  However, the strong German nationalism also appealed to many in South Africa, and several  patriotic organisations were formed, e.g. the Ossewabrandwag, to promote the German cause.  This resulted in numerous conflicts, especially in Johannesburg.  The positions of white soldiers who left the country to fight were filled by black workers, which caused conflict when the soldiers returned.  This gave rise to the slogan "The Black Danger”, which would be misused in politics in later years.  Particularly Coloureds who had participated in the war felt offended when they returned to South Africa and had to become second-class citizens again.

Against this background the National Party surprisingly came to power in 1948, with a majority of constituencies but the minority of votes.  Gen Jan Smuts was surprised and had to hastily vacate the office of prime minister.  Rumours have it that he scrambled around to remove sensitive information from government offices and to send it to England.  Dr Malan, a clergyman, would guide the country based on the following four principles:

*
The takeover of power was in fulfilment of the Afrikaner’s purpose – to lead as Christians

* 
Nationalism could now grow – self-rule for whites

*
Development

*
Freedom.

In 1950 the Suppression of Communism Act was promulgated and the CPSA was banned as they were a threat to Malan’s first value – Christianity.  However, the CPSA quickly changed its name an thus practically unbanned itself.  In 1955 the Freedom Charter was adopted by the Congress of the People, which was to become a very important document in the struggle against apartheid.  It contains statements such as “The people shall govern”, “All national groups shall have equal rights”, “The people shall share in the country’s wealth”, “The land shall be shared amongst those who work it”, “All shall be equal before the law”, “All shall enjoy equal human rights”, “There shall be work and security”, “Doors of learning and culture shall be opened”, “There shall be houses, security and comfort”, “There shall be peace and friendship”!  It is an idealistic document, which was regarded in a very negative light by the government at that time, but which is today enshrined in South Africa’s new constitution.

At the same time there was unease within the ANC, expressed by Robert Sobukwe.  This led to the founding of the PAC in 1959, and its military wing Poqo.  In the same year the Separate Amenities Act was adopted, in terms of which black students had to continue their studies at black universities.  In this way the cream of the black nations was removed from society, but at the same time was exposed to the highly politicised environment of the black universities.  At about the same time the USA saw the rise of the so-called black-power movement, whose works were read with much interest in South Africa.

In 1960, on 21 March, there was an uprising in Sharpeville and a number of black youths were shot by the police.  This caused a storm of protest and outrage throughout the whole world.  Dr Verwoerd went to England and decided to withdraw South Africa from the British Commonwealth of states.  On his return to South Africa he was given a hero’s welcome by thousands of patriotic whites.  On 31 May 1961, after a referendum amongst the country’s whites, the Republic of South Africa came into being.  In the same year the ANC began its military offensive against the country through its military  wing Umkhonto we Sizwe – The Spear of the Nation (or MK), and for the second time all subversive organisations were banned by the government.

1962 saw the start of the era of ethnic black politics, with names such as Buthelezi, Matanzima and Rasjbanji appearing on the scene.  In 1963 rows occurred in the Afrikaner Broederbond, leading to the resignation of Ds Beyers Naude, who founded his own magazine Pro Veritate.  He moved to Mamelodi to become a minister in a church there.  

In 1964 he received a big grant from the UK and the USA to launch a study on the peaceful transition from apartheid to democracy.  For this purpose he founded the SPROCAS group (Study Project on Christianity in Apartheid Society).  In the same year a bomb was planted at Johannesburg station by Harris, who was arrested and later hanged.  1964 was also the year in which Nelson Mandela and 7 other activists were sentenced  to imprisonment by a Rivonia court for their part in terrorism, after a court case which started in October 1963.

In 1966 Dr Verwoerd was assassinated in parliament by a messenger, Dimitri Tsafendas.  This was a big shock for the Afrikaners, who had great respect for Dr Verwoerd.  He was succeeded by Advocate John Vorster, formerly Minister of Justice, heralding an era of  securocrats who controlled the country.  Although the government did everything in its power to counter the rise of communism in South Africa, more and more organisations were founded who worked for the socalled democratisation of South Africa.  Many of the NGOs (non-governmental organisations) received large sums of money from the West to promote the democratisation process.  Some of the organisations that were established in this time were the UCM (University Christian Movement), SASO (South African Students Organisation), NUSAS, and various black consciousness movements.  In 1968 Steve Biko, a second year medical student, became known when SASO was founded.  The government tried to counter all this philosophy of ”total onslaught” by way of the subtle militarisation of society.

In the late sixties and early seventies the country developed various prestige projects, such as the G5 gun, the uranium enrichment process and nuclear explosive devices for peaceful applications.  The political motive behind the explosive devices was that if there would be a major threat against the country from the north, with the help of Cuba, one of these would be set off underground as a warning.  It would then be followed by a second explosion if the first were not heeded.  Testing grounds for these devices were developed in the Kalahari, but these were discovered by Russian and American spy satellites and had to be dismatled under great pressure.  This nuclear explosives programme was then moved away from the then Nuclear Energy Board.

The first big labour unrest broke out at the Fattis & Monis factory in Durban in 1972 and spread like veld fire through the whole country, causing the country’s people to become increasingly polarised.  It is interesting to note that the Afrikaner Resistance Movement was formed outside Heidelberg in the following year, namely 1973.

When Frelimo came to power in Mozambique in 1974, there was great excitement in certain circles in South Africa and numerous pro-Frelimo rallies were held.  This was also the time of SWAPO terrorist activities.  South African soldiers became involved on South West Africa’s northern border in 1972.  In Operation Savannah in 1975 South African soldiers progressed to within reach of Luanda, but had to withdraw due to pressure from the Americans.  In the same year (1975) the IFP was founded after complicated footwork by the security forces, to act as an opposing movement to the ANC, but in an opportunistic move Buthelezi seized the initiative and united the organisation behind himself.

In 1977 the security forces had their hands full trying to control the situation in the country;  Rick Turner (a member of Beyers Naude’s team) was murdered and Steve Biko died in prison in September.  On 19 October the government for a third time passed legislation banning black consciousness movements, which created a further vacuum in black politics.  This was the period of the influence of Lang Hendrik van der Bergh (security police) and  the Eschel Rhoodie (Department of Information) and Citizen scandals.

While the war in Angola gained momentum in 1977, the Lancaster House conference on Rhodesia took place, which was followed by elections in Rhodesia in 1979 and the founding of Zimbabwe in 1980, with President Mugabe as its first leader.  Mugabe began to play an important role as leader of the frontline states, coordinating the pressure against South Africa.

Mounting pressure forced the government to find alternative political models to make the country’s government more representative, without immediately giving up the power held by the white population group.  Meanwhile, there was increased resistance amongst the conservative Afrikaners, leading to the founding of the CP in March 1982.  One of the government’s efforts was the new constitution, with the three-chamber parliament, which was adopted in August 1983 and which brought the Asians and Coloureds into the governing process.  In Eshowe Alan Boesak started the UDM, which was joined by Hendrikse and Rasjbanji.  Understandably, the Afrikaner felt threatened by all these changes, and right-wing political opposition groups began to grow in importance.

In September 1984 the Vaal Civic Organisation was founded.  Again uprisings flared up quickly around the country, so that a partial state of emergency was proclaimed in 1985.  As this did not help much, a full state of emergency was proclaimed on 12 June 1986.  During this period the war in Angola continued, despite the Lusaka Agreement that had been signed in 1985.  In October 1986 anti-apartheid legislation was adopted by the USA Congress, compelling major USA companies and investment funds to pull out of South Africa – with major consequences for the South African economy.  This was an important turning point in the history of South Africa.  In 1987 the CP became the official opposition in parliament.

At that stage P W Botha was head of government in South Africa.  With the existing Defence machinery at his disposal he was able to exercise strict control over the county.  FW de Klerk was the leader of the NP in Transvaal and he was portrayed by the media as a relatively right-wing politician.  When PW Botha suddenly took ill in January 1989 and F W de Klerk had to take over, his real objectives of leading South Africa to transition became clear.  He took immediate steps and released Nelson Mandela from prison in February 1990, and he invited all parties to Codesa from December 1991, where an interim constitution was drawn up.

In March 1992 the whites in South Africa voted overwhelmingly “yes” in a referendum in support of political transformation – an important political watershed in the country.  In March 1993 the government announced that the country’s nuclear weapons programme had been dismantled and that the country would sign the nuclear non-proliferation treaty.  In November 1993 the Interim Constitution, which made provision for 5 years of unity  government, was signed by 19 parties.  The first fully democratic elections were held peacefully from 26 to 29 April 1994, after which Mr Mandela was elected as the first President.  Shortly afterwards South Africa joined the OAU, resumed its participation in the UN, and became a member of the British Commonwealth again.  In November 1995 Bishop Desmond Tutu was appointed chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which sat for the first time in April 1996.  In December 1996 President Mandela approved the final constitution, which was implemented after the 1999 elections.

The legacy of apartheid

The word “apartheid” became a terrible swear-word worldwide and brought a stigma that will be very difficult for South Africa to outgrow.  All arguments that could be brought forward to portray the positive aspects of the apartheid era are meaningless, because the perception that apartheid is synonymous with racism and evilness is so deeply rooted not only in the outside world but also amongst the majority of the country’s inhabitants.  No one wishes to argue the fact that “apartheid” was declared a crime against humanity by the UN.  While the white population group enjoyed the socalled benefits of this unjust system, and while most of them were not clearly conscious of the problem that existed, the black and other population group experienced the system as humiliating and degrading.  Undoubtedly the problem was oversensitized for political gain so that it has been irrevocably entrenched in the national memory, particularly in the minds of the black people.  Although situations of rich and poor, rulers and subordinates, oppressors and oppressed have existed throughout the ages, the differences in South Africa were not judged in the same light.  Although groups throughout the world tend to associate with their own sort, in many cases forming exclusive communities, the separation that was practised in South Africa was not regarded as being the same kind of thing.  The difference is probably the fact that the system was enforced by legislation.  And although the legislators of that time probably had only the best intentions, their motives are today seen as sly, evil and self-enriching, and leaders from that past are consequently criminalised.

Generally apartheid, as a system that separated people on the grounds of race, is seen as a process that dehumanised both the oppressor and the oppressed.  Apartheid removed the common ground amongst the country’s various nations.  As there were no proper methods by which especially black political aspirations could be expressed, political frustrations were expressed in all kinds of ways.  Such channels were repeatedly destroyed by the banning of organisations and the arrests of real leaders who brought a message the apartheid system did not want to hear.  As a result a myriad of organisations were founded, including thousands of NGOs that obtained funding from abroad.  Thus welfare, religious and social organisations became the instruments of conflict.  Apartheid had become a society of violence, to such an extent that violence became the norm.  Politics and violence became inseparable and both the government and freedom movements used violent means to try to resolve differences.  In a sense violence was “legal”.  In a certain sense violence even gained a kind of status – a certain romanticism was associated with violence to liberate the people (The Struggle).  South African society became militarised, on both sides.  The political dispensation has since changed in order to be able to give expression to the political ambitions of all citizens.  In this way mechanisms were put in place to control political violence, but many of the basic causes of violence remained untouched.  Political violence has simply taken on another face: criminal violence.  Although a new generation of black children is growing up with no real concept of the apartheid system, they still experience themselves as a marginalised group in conflict with the rest of society.  For these reasons the caricature of apartheid will continue to cast long shadows over the future of South Africa.  

Although apartheid is officially something of the past, South African society is still influenced by it.  Wealth and racial differences still exist (even if they cannot be totally ascribed to apartheid); there is still mistrust amongst the races, and in a subtle way this has a negative effect.  Many of the socalled victims of apartheid ascribe the negative sentiment in the country to the legacy of apartheid.  Instead of facing the current inability to uphold society and to let it grow, all blame is dishonestly apportioned to the “injustices” of the past.  Thus people remain caught up in the past and cannot break away to make a difference in the future.

The consequences of apartheid have also had a negative impact on the white population of our time.  They feel betrayed.  Many will say that they were not really aware of the disadvantages apartheid had for other groups, that they did not really benefit personally by the system, and that they cannot therefore be held personally accountable.  The guilt that is projected by the world onto the country’s whites, and the socalled affirmative actions, are deemed to be totally unfair.  The perception that the overwhelming majority is beginning to systematically dominate the minority, and the ruthlessness with which it is being enforced, give the impression that there is no future for whites in this country.  Although many of them know that they can make a contribution on the basis of their skills, they get the impression that their contribution is not called for and is even unwanted, and that they must watch everything disintegrate that has been built up over the years.  It is not strange, therefore, that highly skilled people who can market themselves in other parts of the world are leaving the country in large numbers.  Neither is it strange that young people growing up in this climate feel despondent and pessimistic about the future – because they feel that they do not really stand a fair chance.  As a result they do not even want to try to improve themselves because, they say, it will not help in any way.  This negative attitude eventually becomes a self-fulfilling profession, as the semi-skilled person means little in today’s society and must in any event compete in an enormous market.  A positive mindset, a zealous self-improvement drive and lifelong learning are necessary to place people in a position to creatively utilise the numerous opportunities the future will offer.

Education and training in South Africa

Education does not take place in a vacuum;  it is rather influenced intensely by factors such as social environment, the political dispensation, economic conditions, the philosophy underlying education, and many other things.  The school is a microcosm of society, yet so very influential for the future that no government can afford not to steer the education system in the direction of the country’s national objectives.

Although many different factors played a role (e.g. poverty and the lack of well-trained teachers), apartheid legislation is blamed for the black education system that developed, which left the black pupils lagging behind terribly.  On the other hand, education in white schools was based on Christian-national philosophy – more specifically: Calvinist-national.  White schools were in a favourable financial position, with a high standard of buildings and resources, and a favourable child-teacher ratio.  This was not the case everywhere in black education.  Ultimately there were 19 different education departments, and for the majority of South African children the standard was poor, with the dividing lines drawn between the races.  The ideology of apartheid became intimately interweaved with the education system, and eventually education itself became a tool for The Struggle.

Our country’s education performance is not good.  Our matric pass rate is declining, and only about 4,5% of our matriculants pass mathematics and science higher grade.  Only 9 out of every 10 000 South Africans hold a B degree, while the figures for the same number of people is 443 in the USA, 306 in Japan, 132 in the UK and 88 in Germany respectively.  In South Africa only one of these B degrees is in the field of science and engineering, while in the USA it is 75, in Japan 68, in Germany 28 and in the UK 47.  For every 10 000 of  their population Japan has 711 scientists and engineers, the USA 216, Brazil 112, and the RSA only 33.  Of all degrees that are conferred in South Africa, 6% are in the engineering disciplines, 3,7% in the natural sciences, 2,1% in computer science, and 1% in mathematics.  In order to develop into a world player, emphasis must be placed on education and training, particularly in the fields of mathematics, science, computers and engineering.

Health in South Africa

Health is the condition of total physical, psychological and social wellbeing of an individual, and not simply the absence of illness.  The right to basic health care is enshrined in our constitution as one of the basic human rights for all people in South Africa.  For this reason the government has started to place more emphasis on primary and preventive health care, rather than on tertiary, corrective health care, which is more specialised.  Primary health care must be accessible, acceptable and affordable for all, and it can only be successful if the community becomes involved and if all sectors of the health care system work together.  There can be no meaningful development in a region where there is no proper health care.

The transmission of diseases knows no political boundaries.  Aspects such as illegal immigration, conflict and forced migration make countries in a region dependent on each other.  Basic environmental factors such as safe drinking water, good sanitation, pollution, housing conditions and overpopulated urban conditions play an important role in the spreading or combating of disease.

The following diseases are dangerous to people’s health:  malaria, diarrhoea, TB, cholera and HIV/AIDS.  Malaria causes more than 2 million deaths in the world annually, 1 million of which are children under 5 years of age.  These deaths occur mainly in Africa.  The increase of AIDS in South Africa is frightening.  The infection increased from about 7% in 1994 to more than 22% in 1998.  The 1998 survey was based on more than 15 000 blood samples that were taken at pre-natal clinics.  Infection in KwaZulu Natal was the worst (32,5%), increasing at 20% per year, while in the Western Cape it was the lowest at about 6%.  AIDS will greatly retard development in South Africa, as it affects the work force, leaves AIDS orphans, and places a very heavy burden on the country’s health care and welfare structures.

South Africa’s industry

Although the South African industry rates 23rd largest in the world, it performs poorer in many respects.  Although it is the most powerful and the most sophisticated industry in Africa, our industry is systematically lagging behind that of the developed world.  Globalisation is one of the factors that is impacting negatively on our industries.  For instance, steel can be imported cheaper from Japan and fertiliser can be imported cheaper from the USA than can be produced locally.  The same applies to everyday items such as textiles, clothing and shoes – particularly from the East.  In the past the government applied tariff protection, which brought with it its own unique problems.  Cheaper overseas products are systematically driving local products out of the market – even more so where the imported product is subsidised by overseas governments for their own political reasons.  The financial world crosses all national borders, making it possible to purchase products and materials from any place in the world where it is the cheapest.  Industries that cannot compete will disappear.  Companies that are not flexible and that cannot adapt will go under.  On the other hand, the deregulated informal sector will continue to play an important role at ground level.  Although it will not mean fabulous amounts of money for the individual, this sector will create a milieu for thousands of small businessmen, offering those with the necessary management skills an opportunity for growth. 

South Africa’s mineral wealth

South Africa possesses about 83% of the world’s manganese, 73% of its chrome, 55% of its platinum, 45% of its vanadium and 40% of its gold, as well as significant deposits of zirconium, titanium, nickel, antimony and zinc.  Where other countries in Africa, e.g. Nigeria, Niger, Zambia and Ghana, depend on mineral and oil exports for more than 90% of their revenue, South Africa’s mineral exports make up only about 50% of total exports.  Yet we export about 99% of our gold, 97% of our platinum, 80% of our iron, almost 70% of our manganese and 50% of our coal.  It would be greatly to South Africa’s advantage if we could refine our minerals further, but it is very difficult to establish such markets.

The gold jewellery industry can be cited as an example.  Gold costume jewellery is manufactured in Italy in particular, and popular tradename jewellery is sold at high prices.  It would take many years and cost an enormous amount of money to establish a similar high-quality trademark in South Africa.  However, a lot of gold jewellery is also manufactured in India and the profit margin on these items is so low that South Africa cannot compete.  Annually about 20 tons of gold are stolen in South Africa and smuggled to India for making this jewellery.  The parties involved in India pay with Mandrax, which is in turn marketed in South Africa to pay the gold suppliers.

Agriculture in South Africa

The changes that are taking place in the country and South Africa’s entry into the international arena have had a traumatic effect on agriculture.  Although we have a developing economy and agriculture should be contributing about 40% to the economy, the figure currently stands at about 5%.  When the broader spectrum of agriculture-related industries is included, the contribution is about 25%.

As our country receives an annual average rainfall of about 500 mm, the region must be classified as arid (semi-desert),  and the country’s agricultural potential is relatively poor.  (The world average rainfall figure is 800 mm per annum.)  About 10% of the country’s soil is suitable for farming, in the ratio of 13% for agriculture and 60% for cattle farming.  Prime agricultural land is diminishing every year owing to urbanisation and industrialisation.  Labour is becoming increasingly scarce in the farming sector as people move to the cities.  Moreover, land ownership is an emotional and politically sensitive subject and the cause of much tension.  The rapid deregulation of the industry (the abolishment of control boards) has caused shocks in the industry and the gap is being filled by the private sector.

Factors such as the rise of biotechnology and genetically manipulated products, environmental conditions, declining profitability, fewer farmers and the industrialisation of big farms, farm murders, etc. have impacted negatively on farming in South Africa.  However, something like agri-tourism could provide positive inputs.

Water and energy in South Africa

Although South Africa currently has enough water, there is the possibility of water scarcity in the long term.  Water is a fleeting commodity and is critical for people’s health.  There is an ever-increasing demand for water.  Conflict over water occurs when people are refused access to water, or when there is not enough water during critical periods.  Pollution also plays a major role.  

South Africa has sufficient sources of energy.  About 72% of our energy needs are satisfied by coal, 16% by oil, and 10% by timber.  Nuclear power makes up only 2%.  Our energy distribution network is still very fragmented and the price of electricity varies greatly from region to region.  There is a huge backlog in providing electrification of the country.  Negative factors are the culture of non-payment for electricity and theft of electricity.  About 38% of our petroleum requirements are supplied by Sasol and Mossgas.  This sector is highly regulated and fuel is heavily taxed.  Coal is a popular source of energy but has its own problems, such as pollution.  Nuclear power is regarded with suspicion throughout the world.  There is currently a promising development in South Africa, the so-called pebble-bed ultra-safe reactor.

Labour in South Africa

The labour situation in South Africa is still politicised – especially since the apartheid era.  About 23% to 38% of  the economically active population are unemployed, depending on the definition of unemployment.  Unemployment patterns are a remnant of apartheid and there is for example higher unemployment amongst women.  Women also earn less than men.  In general low salaries are paid in the South African labour market and 62% of all workers earn less than R1 500,00 per month.  Skills levels are very low in the South African labour market as 19% of the workers have not had any schooling and only 22% are in possession of secondary or higher education qualifications.

A picture of the future

This beautiful country, with all its promises but also all its dangers and heartache, is the place where we must live.  This is the place where our yesterday and our tomorrow come together in our today.  South Africa, a part of Africa yet with one leg in the Western sphere, has a key role to play in Africa.  We who understand the heart of Africa and who know the advantages of Western civilisation are in a position to be act as a bridge between the two worlds, even though it may sometimes seem that we are drowning in our own problems.  There are forces that want to tear the country apart, but there is also a mass of well-meaning people who want only to live their lives in peace.  What will all this lead to in the future?

*
A united nation that will grow into the economic giant of Africa, living in harmony with the states that surround us?

*
A South Africa that is seen as a threat in Africa?

*
A South Africa that is fragmented ethnically and politically and falling into chaos like so many other countries in Africa?

If one thinks rationally about it, there are only two choices:  emigrate or stay.

If one stays, there are also only two choices:  go along with things and become part of the problem, or make a contribution and be part of the solution.

Chapter 5: The soul of our nation – our democracy and our state
Introduction

Since 1994 South Africa has gone through a period of rapid transition.  It was a traumatic time in which fundamental philosophies, power bases and structures were confronted by new realities and were changed irrevocably.  All this was associated with tremendous trauma for the country’s people, as such changes always bring uncertainty on the one hand and on the other hand give criminal elements an opportunity to exploit the situation.  The nature of the state underwent fundamental changes when the new role-players came onto the scene, and it is essential that every one of the country’s citizens should have a thorough understanding of the nature of the state in South Africa, or at least know about its basic principles.

The development of democracy

Democracy had its origins in the Greek city states of Athens and Sparta.  The system was known as the Greek “polis” and incorporated all facets of life – political, social and religious.  The state represented the whole social structure.  All adult males were regarded as citizens of the polis and all of them participated in the decision-making process.  The assembly, which met about every 10 days, was known as the ekklesia.  There was a steering committee of 500 men and an executive committee of 50, who were appointed by drawing lots.  For the demos (people) the polis was a comprehensive institute and no distinction was made between public and private life.  
The Athenian democracy has been romanticised by history but it was in fact quite restrictive, which is evident from the fact that women and slaves could not participate in the ekklesia.  This type of government is known as the classic democracy.

A next step in the development of the state was the Roman Empire which existed for between 1000 and 2000 years.  (Bear in mind that the peak of the British Empire lasted only about 200 years.)  In the Roman Empire the idea of the polis was extended to the concept of imperium or empire – a universal institute that encompassed the entire known civilised world.  Even though Rome was an oligarchy and not a democracy, the senators did in a sense represent the people.  Government functions were performed by various influential groups and a distinction was made between political and public affairs and private affairs.  This system was the start of the socalled super regum – the origin of the term sovereignty.

The Roman Empire eventually broke up into thousands of feudal or city states in Europe.  They were in a sense related to each other, were part of the Holy Roman Empire which co-existed with the mighty Roman Catholic Church and its powerful hierarchical structures.  Two forms developed after the breaking up of the Holy Roman Empire:  One was the socalled state of guilds.  Different guilds of religious leaders, noblemen, traders, etc. were formed, who were organised in councils to negotiate with the local king in order to obtain political power.  The guilds had a lot of power over their members, without being geographically demarcated.  The House of Lords is today still a remnant of such a guild – the guild of noblemen.  The other form that developed was the absolute state.  The king was the absolute ruler and he exercised absolute power and was the only source of law.  The king could do nothing wrong.  Kings became very powerful and the system eventually became corrupt.

The Peace of Westphalia laid the foundation for the modern state, after the socalled thirty years’ war in Europe in 1648.  Ideally the modern state is a democracy in which the highest authority is held by the people/population.  Certain characteristics must exist in order to be recognised as a state:

1.
Sovereignty

2.
Land

3.
People

4.
Government structures for effective control

5.
Orderly mining of resources

6.
Tax collection

7.
Infrastructure and services.

Different forms of state

Various government forms can be distinguished, apart from the classic democracy described above.

*
Ordinary majority democracy:  The underlying principle is that the government is composed of majority parties or winning coalitions.

*
Power-sharing democracy:  There is no clear majority and the society is usually deeply divided.  Governing is by a broad coalition.  There is local autonomy for minorities in terms of cultural matters and special arrangements apply for the protection of language, religious and cultural rights.

*
One-party dominated democracy:  One party gains the clear majority in a number of successive elections.  This often happens in new democracies and the party may rule for several decades.  The advantage is that it stabilises the country, which is good for development, but the ruling party may begin to think that it is their right to rule.  Consequently the boundaries between party and state can become vague, creating room for corruption and nepotism.

*
Hard democracy:  Technically speaking this is a democracy but could fall into the hands of a powerful elite who then ignore human rights, ban opposition parties and run unfair elections.  It is a form of democracy but without any real philosophy.

*
People’s democracy:  Here the emphasis falls on the equality of people and equality is brought about by common possession.  There is no private ownership.  Rich classes must be destroyed so that a classless society can be created.  Power is always centrally exercised in a people’s democracy.

*
Authoritarian state:  These states exercise strict control over the population and there is a lot of emphasis on law and order.  Such states are usually of hierarchical structure and all power is exercised from the top.  These states regularly use power to force people into a direction, and freedom of speech and freedom of association is restricted.  Political parties are only restricted within strict limits and the mass media are controlled by the government or are tied down.

*
Totalitarian state:   In this form of state there is no distinction between the domain of the state and that of civilian society, and the state interferes in all aspects of the community life:  religion, culture, sport, the individual’s religious beliefs and orientation.  Such states often have an official ideology, a single strongly disciplined party, organised state violence, party control over the mass media, party control over the security forces (through political commissioners), and central control over the economy.

Characteristics of the modern, liberal, democratic state

The form of government that is followed in the Western world and that allows a reasonably easy lifestyle for the people is the socalled liberal democracy.  This form is promoted particularly by the Americans.  In this form of government political power has its origins in the electorate and political conflict is resolved by peaceful means, e.g. through elections.  The government is divided into three parts, namely the executive authority (cabinet), the legislative authority (parliament), and the judiciary, and these three poles together provide the balance.  All people in this state are equal and there may be no discrimination against people – it is part of each one’s civil rights.  Competition to hold political posts is free and open to more than one political party.  Order in government and in the country is based on a constitution and the rule of law.  Political power lies in the hands of the people and there is no aristocracy.  The country’s security forces fall under civilian authority.  It is a secular state that does not propagate any particular religion.  State and religion are separate and different religions are permissible.

How different states fare

Not all states and governments are equally successful.  Not all states act in the interest of their own people, in fact some are the biggest threat to the people.  The success of states is therefore divided into three categories, namely strong states, weak states, and failed states.  In the case of strong states the government’s objectives have been clarified and there is consensus on the issue.  Different social groups have been integrated and they feel like equals.  Borders are legal and are respected.  The government changes regularly by a legal process and state organisations are under civilian (not military) control.  Personal enrichment for people in government is not involved.  A strong state is not necessarily a strong military state, but there is strong unity amongst the nation.  A poor state, on the other hand, is one where the objectives of government are disputed.  This often occurs where two or more unequal nations have been combined in an area and where the government is controlled by an exclusive group.  The state cannot render basic services and uses force to execute its objectives.  Such a state is said to lack legitimacy.  It is not about the strength of the security forces but is an indication of the weakness that is brought about by division in the state.  In failed states one or more armed leaders rule the country separately.  Communities in the country fight against each other and the so-called government is powerless and cannot even provide the minimum services that are essential for daily life.  Usually external forces play a major role and exercise control in the country.  There is no sovereignty.

National values and national interests

The essence of a country’s survival lies in its national values and interest and whether its people can fully associate with these.  National values are a set of ideas which are jointly subscribed to by the nation and which, consciously or subconsciously, influence the nation’s existence.  For the RSA, as a secular state, the national values have been laid down in the constitution:

*
Human dignity, equality and the advancement of human rights and liberties;

*
Non-racialism and non-sexism;

*
Sovereignty of the constitution and  the rule of law;

*
Universal suffrage, common voters’ role, regular elections, and multi-party government.

National interests in turn are those visible and invisible issues regarded by a nation as important for its wellbeing.  For South Africa these are matters such as:

*
Repairing the divisions and injustices of the past;

*
Establishing a democratic dispensation;

*
Improving the quality of life of all people;

*
Being a united, sovereign state;

*
Territorial integrity.

Our country’s constitution is generally regarded as one of the best in the world.  It certainly is not perfect, but it is the best that we as different nations could agree on.  It has of course been criticised, e.g. that it contains elevated Western values and does not take account of the realities in Africa.

Human rights

The heart of our country’s constitution lies in the declaration of human rights.  Human rights are the rights people have because they are human beings – they have these rights; these rights do not have to be granted to them by anyone, nor do they have to be earned.  The first declaration on human rights came in 1948 in reaction to the human massacre during the Second World War, and as such recognises humanity’s inability to allow each other to exist in human dignity.  The underlying philosophy is that all people are equal and that human rights place certain obligations on the state and on other people to respect these rights.  There are three types of human rights:

*
First generation rights:  Civilian and political rights:  This addresses the relationship between the individual and the state and guarantees participation in the political process.

*
Second generation rights:  Economic, social and cultural rights:  These define the individual’s right to food, housing and security, and place the obligation on the state to do something about these rights.

*
Third generation rights:  Solidarity rights:  The right to peace, development and a clean and healthy environment.

These rights are contained in Chapter 2 of the Constitution of South Africa and because they are so important, they are stated briefly below:

Equality, dignity, life, freedom and personal safety, slavery and forced labour, privacy;  freedom of belief, religion and opinion, freedom of expression, meetings, demonstrations, petitions, freedom of association, political rights, citizenship, freedom  of movement and place to live, freedom of trade, occupation and profession, labour relations, environment, property, housing, health care, food, water and social security, children, education, language and culture, cultural, religious and language communities, accessibility of information, just administrative action, access to the courts, organised, detained and accused people,  restriction of rights, emergencies, enforcement of rights.

These rights, which have been accorded all people of the county in terms of the constitution, reflect that each individual is held in high esteem.  However, whether the state can maintain all this is another matter.  Human rights should teach us something about the value of  all human life.  The fact that people have human rights and that discrimination is not permissible, for whatever reason, in a sense goes against human nature.  All people are inclined to regard themselves as being better than others.  This can be so strongly developed that some people despise others and even regard them as subhumans or as inferior people.  This is the nature of racism, and sometimes also of strong nationalistic, ethnic and religious movements.  If we are honest we must admit that this philosophy was also the underlying philosophy of many Afrikaners in the past.  In Christ’s teachings there are no grounds for such discrimination.  In fact, Christ reached out to those who were despised, and he admonished his followers to be the servants of others and to love them – this is Christ’s calling.

We, as the citizens of the country, must heed the human rights spelled out in the constitution – for our own good.  As Christians we must take note of them, so that we know better how we should act towards all people if we want to respect them.

The Constitution of South Africa

 The constitution is the highest law in the country and all laws that are not in line with the constitution are invalid.  As may be expected, many laws dating from the previous dispensation are not in line with the constitution and are being reviewed systematically.  The constitutional court is the highest authority in the country;  its task is to interpret the constitution whenever uncertainty exists.

For the sake of completeness the contents of the constitution may be summarised as follows:

*
Charter of human rights

*
A government working together

*
Parliament

*
The President and national executive authority

*
Provinces

*
Local authorities

*
Courts of law and administration

*
State institutions supporting constitutional democracy

*
Public administration

*
Security services

*
Traditional leaders

*
Finance

*
General provisions.

Summary

We have a wonderful constitution for a secular state, for a country inhabited by different people with different religions.  What other way can there be for a government that must take care of all the people in the country and do so in a fair and equitable manner?  Governments that are based on religion are probably the most unjust and unaccommodating governments in the world.  Even our socalled Christian government of the past has a stigma attached to it – justly or unjustly – which is not to our credit as Christians.  Seen in the context of Africa this constitution is nothing short of  a miracle, because it is not a matter of course by African standards.

We can make a living in South Africa.  There is a future.  We can make a special contribution.  But we cannot do so if we keep hanging onto the past – especially not by hanging onto the prejudices and attitudes we had about people in the past.  No one from outside can show us how to make a success of living together in this country;  we alone have the ability and creativity to do so.  It all depends on whether we want to make a success of it. 

Chapter 6 : Change, conflict and communication

Introduction

For most people change is something unpleasant, especially if it is linked to uncertainty about the consequences.  It gives people a sense of security to order their surroundings and events so that they know as far as possible what to expect.  These patterns can be called habits in the case of individuals and traditions amongst groups of people.  Changes make people uneasy because it impacts on their security.  It must therefore be expected that there will be people who resist change and that conflict will arise if change is forced upon them – depending on how strongly people feel about the values that are affected.

It is a fact that the world today is subject to rapid change.  And the rate at which changes occur is steadily increasing.  One of the drivers of change is the rapid development in technology, particularly information technology, which has brought revolutionary changes in communication.  These changes take place so quickly that many people are not even aware of them, even though they may affect their lives at some stage.  According to the magazine Time, it took about 40 years for radio to come into 50 million homes, while it has taken the Internet only 4 years to do so!  This illustrates how important our attitude to change should be.  If one is not open to change, there cannot be growth.  Such a person has already stagnated and will find himself increasingly out of touch with his or her environment.

Human behaviour in times of change

Behavioural scientists who have studied people’s resistance to change have found that the process of change involves certain phases.  Initially the individual is convinced that the present status is the best and therefore tries to simply ignore the changes, or negate them or pretend that they are not important.  If the drive for change continues, the individual will even actively try to avoid it, perhaps by withdrawing from certain situations or society where such change is occurring.  The next reaction will be to actively defend the old ways and processes.  He will maintain that things were done in a certain way in the past and that it was very successful.  If the drive for change still continues, the individual may be worked up enough to attack or even reject such change.  Consequently there is a situation of conflict which can destroy relationships or which could cause the individual to change his mind, after which he is willing to change.

There is of course a much smarter way of dealing with change.  It starts with an open disposition and positive attitude.  When changes are in the pipeline the intelligent person should investigate the scope of such changes without expressing an immediate judgement.  Further investigation is then necessary to determine the implications, the advantages and disadvantages, and the opportunities.  In this way one is able to understand the nature of the change in order to decide rationally whether to accept it or how best to handle it.  The change that then follows is not as forceful and gives one the chance to have more control over the change process.

Changes always bring new opportunities, and it is the pioneers in the change process that recognise the opportunities and use them.  That is why one should prepare oneself for change and try to be ready for the changes the future will bring.  Old methods or behavioural patterns with which we faced challenges in the past will probably not work in the future.   Such a behavioural pattern is called a paradigm.  We should not stick to old paradigms but be prepared to find new ones that will enable us to meet the changes and problems in the future.  To make such breakthroughs in uncertain surroundings requires three things:

*
To recognise a good opportunity by way of intuition

*
To have the courage to follow the idea

*
To have the perseverance to pursue the idea.

There are a few tips for being successful and to be a pioneer:

*
Have an open mind, do not think you know the answer.

*
Think wider than the rules that brought you success in the past.

*
Move beyond your own boundaries.

*
Be prepared to also deal with failure and loss.

*
Be a very fine observer.

*
Do not be afraid of undiscovered and unexplored areas.

The environment in which organisations, businesses and churches find themselves these days is just as complex and fast-changing.  In order to survive in such an environment they must be flexible, organised and able to adapt quickly and constantly ready to accommodate changes that take place.  There is little opportunity for unhurried long-term management.  Some modern management experts describe the successful modern management style rather like white-water rafting.  

The nature of conflict

Communities and organisations may be regarded as the arenas where personal and group competition plays itself out.  Conflict affects all aspects of human behaviour and all dimensions of social structures, not only causing division amongst groups but at the same time acting as a binding factor for other groups.  Conflict, although it is mostly painful and unproductive, is unavoidable as there will always be scarce resources or restricted freedom to trade.  People distrust each other, wrong perceptions and stereotyping exist, information is incorrect, there is exaggeration, impatience, and many other factors that increase the potential for conflict.

Conflict in communities is often the result of fights about values, differences in status, power and scarce resources.  This often leads not only to the goal of wanting to obtain the required benefits but also to wanting to hurt or eliminate the opponent.  In loosely structured (pluralistic) societies conflict can have a stabilising influence:  Conflict holds a pluralistic society together.  In rigid and closed social structures the impact of conflict is much more intense as closed groups jealously guard their members and want to monopolise their loyalty.  The deep involvement of such members often leads to serious animosity, which cannot be properly handled by a closed group.  When conflict breaks out in groups that have tried to suppress it, it will probably be much more intense.  Such groups can easily break up into two hostile factions.

Ideology is good breeding-ground for conflict as an ideology as it provides a good conscience under which the individual can pursue his fight.  Furthermore, individuals who see themselves as acting on behalf of others are often more radical and more ruthless than those who fight for themselves only.  Intellectuals often play a key role in conflict as they formulate ideas that give the conflict public justification.

There are basically three driving forces for conflict:

*
Conflicting interests:  This often leads to intensive and destructive conflict for a short time only and is quickly forgotten.  A solution can be found through negotiation.

*
Conflicting values:  Usually no compromise is possible in such conflicts – e.g. religious conflict.  It can lead to a long, protracted, low intensity battle, and the only way to handle it is to learn to be tolerant.

*
Conflicting needs:  These are deep-rooted conflicts that are almost impossible to solve and no compromise is possible.  The old situation can only be destroyed and a new solution arise from the chaos.

Hegel’s dialectic conflict model

One of the world’s most important theories of conflict is Hegel’s dialectic model.  He postulates that any situation, which he calls the thesis, calls up a competing or contrasting situation, called the anti-thesis.  Owing to the energy between the two, and as a result of the interaction, a new situation arises, known as the synthesis, which solves both the thesis and the anti-thesis.  Shortly after the forming of the synthesis another anti-thesis develops, however, so that the synthesis becomes the new thesis.  This process is ongoing and is the dynamo that drives history.  The course of the process can be influenced by manipulating the tension between the thesis and the anti-thesis.  If  the thesis and anti-thesis are not polarised enough from each other, there is not enough energy to form a proper synthesis, and if the polarisation is too big, the system can move beyond the point of a good synthesis.  The theory forms the basis for Marx’s philosophy on which communism is built.

Conflict in nature

Conflict also occurs in nature and nature has developed various mechanisms to cope with threatening situations.  The type of strategies that have developed largely depend on the extent of  the scarcity of resources:

*
A stable, rich environment where sources are restricted through interaction with other living organisms (competition) leads to effective interaction between groups, specialisation and a low propagation rate.

*
A stable, poor environment where sources are constantly restricted develops strategies of generalisation, economy, low propagation and low mobility.

*
Unpredictable rich/poor environments lead to strategies of  generalisation, storage, high propagation rates and migration.

Elements of these strategies can also be observed in human society.

Conflict management

The handling and management of conflict between opposing groups is an important and specialised discipline.  The basic principle is to establish a structure within which conflict can be managed.  Such a structure is only good enough if it contains all the parties involved in the conflcit.  The Codesa structure prior to the 1994 elections was such a conflict handling mechanism.  Sometimes it is necessary to establish structures within structures – committees within committees.  Conflict inside the structure can be handled, while it is usually very dangerous to handle conflict outside the structure.  Certain steps are followed when handling conflict:

*
Identification of all groups concerned

*
Identification of all the leaders, also at second level

*
Lobbying – listening to people and planting ideas

*
Empowerment workshops – caucus meetings of the various groups

*
Round-table discussions supported by committees and working groups

*
Implementation

*
Monitoring.

This is more or less the process that was followed by political parties during the transition negotiations before the 1994 general elections.

Culture

When people’s culture is threatened by change, the potential for conflict is big.  Culture is a set of values and meanings common to a group of people and which distinguishes them from other groups.

Culture develops gradually amongst a group, on the basis of interaction amongst the group members.  It develops from interactions, to behavioural norms, to shared values and eventually to culture.  Culture is important as it does the following for people:

*
It sets the boundaries

*
It gives the group a sense of identity

*
It helps dedication

*
It is a powerful, integrating force

*
It brings social stability

*
It guides and forms behaviour.

Culture is not absolute, because every individual belongs to different groups, each with its own culture, e.g. his family, his church, his work or school, his town, his nation, his country, etc.  And there are shared values on each of these levels.  There are also vast differences between individuals in every culture.  It makes sense, therefore, that South Africa’s constitution should make provision for preserving the different people in the country and their cultures.

Communication and interpersonal relations

Communication is a key skill to maintain healthy interaction between people and groups – communication is power.  There are factors that influence communication, such as the environment in which we find ourselves, accentuation and the tone of our voice, body language and facial expressions, and underlying stereotypes of people.  As communication is so complex and comprehensive, it can only have good results if we people are genuine and respect each other.  Hidden or suppressed motives are easily reflected in our body language, without us being aware of it.

As communication comes from our deepest being, it all has to do with the individual’s wellbeing.  Two perspectives are available here:  The “I” perspective – how I see myself, and the “my” perspective – how I think others see me.   If these two perspectives differ a lot then there is tension and uncertainty in the person, and this gives rise to all kinds of defence mechanisms, such as:

*
Living in a world of fantasy

*
Regressing to the past

*
Suppression and denial of the reality

*
Compensation

*
Projection

*
Rationalisation

*
Reaction.

Conclusion

The most fundamental element of personal security lies of course in the individual’s spiritual relation with God.  A living relationship with the Lord forms the basis for handling all fears, to meet all changes, and to direct all relationships.  Real belief provides a mechanism for dealing with the guilt and shadows of the past, and gives hope for the future.  That is why a Christian can and should be an uncomplicated person who faces the future with optimism.

Few people are so frustrating as someone who is always negative, pessimistic and critical.  The future and changes are always viewed negatively and as a threat by such a person.  Such a person has a closed mind and cannot be convinced of others’ point of view, even if the facts are clear.  Such a person lives in his own ideological world, as in a soap bubble, and tends to reject other people and their views without even considering them if they differ from him and his views.  Someone like this is actually a deeply uncertain person who clutches at that which he believes to be right, like a drowning man clutching at straws. He fears moving outside the circle known to him, and he will try to defend “his” truth with everything in his power.  In contrast, the Truth itself fights for Him like a rock.  The Truth of Christ is eternal and timeless and objective, and will always remain new, no matter how the world might change.   If the Truth is in you and you are in the Truth, then you are free and have the power to meet the future with an open mind and with courage, and to influence everyone around you positively with the abundant life that Christ gives.

Chapter 7 : National and personal security

Introduction


The security precautions people take to protect themselves and their property are visible everywhere, particularly in the more wealthy suburbs.  High walls, steel fencing, burglar-proofing of doors and windows, electric fences, dogs, burglar alarms and rapid reaction security companies abound.  All these mechanisms and measures are introduced because people feel that they are not safe, which is at times true and at times simply an illusion.  To feel personally safe or threatened is a psychological matter of course, and has a lot to do with the personal attitude of individuals and households, which is in turn also influenced by the security climate in general.  Although people are quick to put external security measures in place, few ask themselves the deeper, underlying question: what does personal safety entail and how is it gained?  Groups and nations, like individuals, have need of security.  And a nation’s actions are influenced by the national security needs in the same way that our daily conduct is influenced by our experience of personal safety.  In many cases national security is the number one priority.

National security

In our constitution national security is defined by four principles:

*
That it reflects the desire of all South Africans to live together in peace and harmony, as equals, free of anxiety and shortcomings, and to seek a better life.

*
That we as South Africans are indemnified against having to participate in armed conflict, except where otherwise determined by the constitution and by national legislation.

*
That national security will be pursued within the law and within international legislation.

*
That all national security activities fall under the authority of parliament and cabinet.

National security entails maintaining a way of life that is acceptable to the country’s people but which also takes account of  the needs and legal expectations of other parties.  Many factors are involved, for instance:

*
Protection against external threats

*
Promoting favourable living conditions for the nation

*
A strong national will or national vision

*
The ability to play a positive role in the region.

The traditional approach to national security was a military one.  Predominantly the emphasis fell on protecting the people against external military threat.  However, over the past number of years this view has been broadened, and factors affecting human development have been brought into the picture, such as quality of life, etc.  Besides the various levels at which security can be defined, namely personal, national, regional and international security, various dimensions are also involved: political, military, economic, social and environmental factors.  These days national security is a comprehensive concept and for this reason it is important that a country’s government should set out its view of national security in a policy document.  This is necessary as it affects the interests of so many government institutions.  By 2000 South Africa did not yet have a single document on security, although certain elements of the security problem have been addressed in several white papers.  Under the previous dispensation the military took the lead and a “total strategy” was propagated.  This gave rise to autocratic and unrepresentative structures with a military ethos.  Although the country’s security philosophy has changed, it is not yet contained in a national policy.  An umbrella national security council has only recently been appointed to coordinate this important aspect of national management on behalf of the President.

The traditional view of national security as explained in the foregoing fitted well into the Western milieu, especially during the time of the Cold War.  But it was largely irrelevant for Africa – where the state is sometimes the citizens’ biggest threat.  Many states in Africa used the model as an excuse to protect their regime.  Rather, there is a dilemma of uncertainty in Africa.  The new, wider focus of national security, where the wellbeing of the people is central, has so extended the field that the question that now arises is who should be responsible for this?  This has led inter alia to the privatisation of security responsibilities – especially in Africa.

The modern defence force dates from 1648 when the Westphalian form of government and nationalism came into being.  Prior to that the use of mercenaries and private protection applied.  London was the first city to employ policemen, in 1829.  By 1900 the state was the only entity that had the monopoly on violence, which developed in parallel with the increasing importance of the sovereignty of states and maintaining national borders.  In Africa on the other hand, with its artificial and porous borders and poorly developed states, the matter of mercenaries gradually became a big problem.  In the 1970s private security companies came into being, causing a silent revolution which resulted in large-scale confusion and lack of control.  The situation was aggravated by the end of the Cold War in that many soldiers and new equipment became available.  Former South African soldiers, for instance, became very popular as mercenaries in Africa because of the war experience they had gained in Angola.  As the defence forces of the Western powers have been designed to fight sophisticated wars, the West is unwilling to employ these forces in Africa, unless they have a direct interest in the region.  They would rather insist on a negotiated settlement.  Consequently the power vacuum created in Africa is being filled by private security companies, most of which are keen to mention that they are working for the respective legitimate governments.  However, many states in Africa are dysfunctional and the people experience the state as exercising its power wrongly and to its own advantage.  The common “idea” of the state is therefore poor.

Revolution and terrorism

Revolutionary war is an encompassing term because it is a form of struggle for power that permeates and changes the whole community.  It is expressed in the form of coups d’état, mass uprisings and revolutionary wars.  Terrorism or guerrilla warfare are forms of revolutionary war or insurgency.  Guerrilla soldiers differ from terrorists in that they (are supposed to) adhere to the International Geneva Conventions;  they fight under command, wear uniforms and openly carry weapons.  Thus guerrilla fighters are entitled to be treated as prisoners of war under the Geneva Convention if they are captured.

The purpose of acts of terrorism is to sow chaos and thus to generate mistrust of the government.  The action of terrorists is aimed at evoking overreaction from the government, which causes further loathing amongst the people.  It is important to terrorists to gain publicity for their deeds because this strengthens their intimidation efforts.  Mao said:  “Murder one person and instil fear in 10 000 others.”  When acts of terrorism are successful, it easily leads to other parties trying the same thing.  Other objectives may be to obtain bribery money, to force the release of  prisoners, or to have separatist goals materialised.

International terrorism is currently on the increase worldwide.  Issues that play a role are grievances, personal and criminal motives, new technologies, the movement of illegal immigrants, urbanisation, religion and cults, drug trafficking and poverty.  Organised crime and international terrorism are flowing into each other.  Recent decades have seen the advent of new kinds of terrorism:

*
Narco-terrorism

*
Cyber-terrorism

*
Environmental terrorism

*
Terrorism targeting tourists

*
Smuggling of nuclear materials.

South Africa’s external security situation

South Africa finds itself in the centre of a rapidly changing world that is very complex and in which economic competition is a key concept.  Two broader tendencies are becoming evident, namely globalisation and resistance to globalisation, which will lead to groups of countries that participate successfully in globalisation and countries that become increasingly isolated.  Three power blocs are developing in the world, around the USA, the EU and Asia.  Of these the USA is the dominant power, which sometimes has unpleasant consequences for the rest of the world.  Circumstances in the developing world are very problematic;  these countries have very little room to move and will play an insignificant role in the future.  And countries that cannot be integrated meaningfully into the world economy may be marginalised to such a degree that their states could collapse. 

Numerous flashpoints and conflicts continue to exist in the world, namely:  the Chinas, North and South Korea, India and Pakistan, Russia, Iran (internally), Iraq, Indonesia.  Russia (with a budget roughly the size of that of New York city) has many internal problems, for example crime, corruption, the inability to change the economy to a free market system, political systems that cannot provide proper guidance, and the big inner strength of the Russian people.

The principles of democracy do not exist on a global level.  It is so that it is only the developed countries that benefit, and the World Bank and International Monetary Fund to a large extent promote Western interests.  Developing countries which do not want to cooperate will simply be pushed aside.  The macro factors that will play a role are for instance worldwide trade with overwhelming capital flow, the effects of information technology, organised crime and international terrorism, as well as cyber-terrorism and information warfare.

An interesting tendency in Africa is the Anglo-French cooperation with their former colonies.  France has undergone a shift in policy by becoming involved in peace situations and exercising influence in this way, in contrast with the USA, which is shy to become involved.  China is also showing renewed interest in Africa, and Russian arms sales are on the increase.

As the major powers still have several  economic interests in Africa, their information communities are still active in Africa.  The image of the United Nations and of the OAU has been tarnished in Africa because of the inability to achieve results in peace missions in Africa.  The OAU is making every effort to get regional organisations to take over responsibility for their respective regions.  The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund are also important role-players in Africa but their objectives are mostly more of a political than an economic nature.  There is the impression that the USA is using the World Bank to promote its own interest.  The experience in many African countries has been that the restructuring demanded by the World Bank as a prerequisite for financial aid results in  many social problems such as mass retrenchments, which in turn leads to social instability.

While the rest of the world continues to marginalise Africa, it is often the governments of African countries themselves that are the biggest threat to their subjects.  For many states the words “national security” simply mean the security of the ruling elite, and this creates an unbearable situation for the people.

The southern African region is unstable, where Angola and the DRC can be regarded as failures.  Military actions continue in both these areas and re-arming and retraining take place continuously.  The hardened attitude of the MPLA government towards UNITA will simply prolong the conflict.  In Zimbabwe the situation is constantly deteriorating, especially as a result of President Mugabe’s authoritarian attitude.  Although Zimbabwe cannot really afford the support it is giving to the DRC, it persists with this support, which is why the International Monetary Fund recently withheld loans from Zimbabwe.

Weapons are still being purchased on a reasonably large scale in the region, and it would seem that the attitude of the states is hardening in becoming more offensive than defensive.  Besides South Africa only Zimbabwe and Angola have reasonably balanced conventional abilities, but all have a limited ability to project power, and the effectiveness of all the forces is suspect.  Angola has shown that a force-buildup can take place very quickly.

The economies of the SADC states are all in a downward trend and there are no loose funds available for conflict solution.  Corruption plays a big role in most countries, as well as subregional crime.  The number of people who are being affected by war and conflict is growing, and health and education are generally going backward.  Even the food situation is often critical and states are often dependent on foreign humanitarian aid.

There is a big need for multilateral regional security cooperation, but this is counteracted by numerous factors.  There are no effective conflict handling mechanisms in place, and every crisis that arises shows differences in the region.  A brigade-sized peace force is needed in the region but there is not the collective political will nor the financial resources to maintain such a force.

South Africa’s internal security situation

Since 1994 there is the perception that there is no notable external threat to South Africa.  This was one of the main factors that led to the drastic scaling down of the security forces.  Most people will agree that the current crime situation in the country is the biggest threat to the safety of citizens.  

Criminality in the country is promoted by three environmental factors:

1.
Socio and socio-economic circumstances:  This type of crime is helped on by the large percentage of young people in the country, many of whom are unemployed and are increasingly hanging out in the cities.  Our influx to the cities is six times higher than that of the next country,  namely Brazil.  According to some experts this enormous influx is due to the fact that the normal urbanisation process was obstructed by the apartheid system for many decades.  In rural areas poor people had a support structure in the form of the extended family, but in the urban areas there is no such support structure.  Unique needs develop in the city and group pressure influences the life of the individual.  One can easily see the effect this has on crime.  

2.
Political ideological crime:  Although the democratisation of the state in 1994 provided all the country’s citizens with a legal way of participating in the government process, there are still groups that are trying to get their view onto the political agenda by undemocratic means.  Typical of these are the vigilante groups PAGAD, QIBLA, MAGO, MAIL and MAPOGO, which originated in environments where crime was not combated effectively enough by the SAPS and where these organisations could take the law into their own hands.  However, this type of violence/crime is less than was the case before 1994.  It is currently caused by high levels of uncertainty or by a feeling of insecurity, which brings people to establishing structures of self-defence.  Although it would seem that these vigilante groups are doing good work, they cannot be supported.  Their development is stereotype and once they are organised and ready for action, events are triggered that cause them to act illegally.  This phenomenon is particularly problematic when vigilantism coincides with other factors such as religious or ethnic groupings.  

3.
Organised crime:   Organised crime is any crime committed by two or more people over the long term.  It usually works like a business.  The top structure is often concealed and they use techniques such as blackmail, corruption, exploitation of borders, etc.  Typical organised crime categories are vehicle theft and highjacking; arms smuggling; drug trafficking; cash heists; kidnapping; money laundering and white-collar crime.

It would seem that in our country drugs and alcohol are contributory causes of crime.  When under the influence of drugs people commit horrible crimes and they gradually fall deeper into the habit of crime.  There is always a trade basis for organised crime.  So Pakistan pays with dagga, China with drugs (for abalone) and India with Mandrax for smuggled gold.

There is an increase in robbery with aggravating circumstances, which is reason for concern as it will not improve when the country’s economy improves.  Property-related crime might decline (crime of greed vs crime of need).  In international terms South Africa has a very high incidence of violent crime and the Johannesburg area in particular is renowned for all categories of crime.  In the south and south western parts of the country there is also a high incidence of crime which is directly connected to alcohol abuse (the “dop” system).  The Western Cape has a high gang-crime rate;  there are many influential prison and street gangs.  Street gangs are territorially orientated and well organised, and they defend their areas with everything in their power.  Many of these gangs are also affiliated to prison gangs.  Taxi violence is very prominent in South Africa.  In Mpumalanga and in Northern Province crime is more connected with the constant inflow of illegal immigrants to the country.  Unemployment in the area is between 30% and 40% and more than 3 000 illegal immigrants per month enter the country from Mozambique alone.  With all the measures applied by the security forces only about 20% of the flow is stopped.  Large numbers cross the borders with heavy vehicles and smuggle goods.  AIDS is brought into the country on a large scale.  Farm murders are also a problem in the region and are a politically sensitive matter.

The fight against crime in South Africa

The South African Police Service is the key player in combating crime.  The Departments of Justice and Corrective Services are also very important, as is the NIA – the National Intelligence Agency.

It is realised that there cannot be effective crack-down on crime through reactive action only.  That is why there is an effort to make operations information-driven, and to launch social actions that will help to prevent crime.  The police aim to stabilise all types of crime in the coming year by means of a coordinated effort that is two-pronged:  First they identified 140 stations in regions where more than 50% of crime in the country is committed -  these stations will be properly empowered and made accountable.  Another 340 stations will be given specialised training.  The police aim not only to combat crime but also to thwart the methods employed by criminals.  However, coordination of the different information communities in the country is necessary.

Personal security

Although environmental factors play a role, personal security is a psychological issue.  So different individuals act differently in the same safety environment and their actions can vary from neurotic delusions of persecution to recklessly ignoring the dangers.  In other words there is more to it than simply the existence of external threats.  Part of this is probably the individual’s perception of the threat.  One person may be naively ignorant, while another could be idealistically trusting or filled with pessimism.  These attitudes are decisive for the way in which the individual experiences the threat that surrounds him.  Another aspect has to do with the person’s emotive attitude.  Someone who has genuine faith stands on a firm foundation that will stand him in good stead in most unstable environments.  In someone who does not have faith and who has no relationship with God, external threats could permeate an empty and uncertain heart.

The Christian believer, who, in terms of his faith, has already overcome death’s sting,  can live a balanced life without fear  - despite a stormy world.  Moreover, real Christian faith teaches us about an Almighty Father who accompanies us through all the  circumstances in our lives – for our own good.    The starting point of personal security therefore lies in a genuine relationship of faith with God.

Conclusion

Our feeling of personal security impacts on our lives.  It lets some people lock themselves up in beautiful palaces as if in a prison.  Some people become recluse and fear to go out and enjoy life.  They keep their windows closed – always.  Many people carry their personal firearm on them day and night.  Thus fear robs people of the joys of life.  The Christian’s answer to this is : trust in God.  To walk in God’s law.  Not recklessly.  Not uninformed – but with faith.  This gives protection and the opportunity to enjoy life to the full.

Chapter 8 : What drives people the strongest : Religion and ideology
Introduction

Some social scientists of the 20th century thought that the major developments in the field of technology would result in religion becoming less important in people’s lives.  Exactly the opposite has happened;  religion is playing an ever greater part in present-day society.  Throughout the ages religious and ideological views have been important causes of conflict, and this is still so in the modern world.  Religious wars are of the most fanatical and unreasonable wars ever – the irrational concept of “jihad” or holy war in the Muslim faith being one example.  Religious and ideological convictions can lead people to act totally irrationally so that they are not at all open to logical reasoning.  That is why one cannot underestimate the power ideology or religion has on people and their behaviour.

Religion and ideology

Religion may be defined as a wide variety of symbolic actions of people in response to things that are of unlimited value to them.  Things of unlimited value could mean deity.  Ideology is an integrated system of ideas that defines reality for someone and  binds him to other people who hold the same view, so that such people are joined together in a group.  This also applies to religion, the difference being the belief in God.  People’s religion or ideology creates for them a world of ideas in which they can live themselves out.  Often the ideological world and reality are removed from each other and the individuals do not fit into their environment.  Ideology is so strong that it causes people to twist facts and to interpret them in such a way that they fit into their ideological framework.  Wide exposure to the realities of our world, an open mind and an honest heart are necessary to escape from the ideological prisons people sometimes become caught up in.  People still need religion in their life, especially as it would seem that there are so many things that cannot be explained.  Religion also gives people a social identity as it makes them part of a wider community of believers.

A term often used in connection with religious groups is fundamentalism.  Its original meaning is to be an avid supporter of conservative and traditional convictions.  The term in itself is not negative but it has come to mean extremism, fanaticism and radicalism.

Ethics

Ethics is a science of character that has to do with moral habits and practices and conduct in order to express judgement in terms of value (whether right or wrong).  A person’s ethical norms lead to certain behaviour patterns.  Morality is a sophisticated system of rules that determines the behaviour of an individual and of society, and has its origins in religious, family, descendant and educational backgrounds.  The world’s ethical emphasis is busy changing as a result of the constant move to democratisation.

Ethical conduct is of great importance for a state and in daily life as there is often much potential for corruption, and because corruption has such a destructive effect.  Although the objective of government is to attain national objectives, and not in the first place to be ethical, a balance must be maintained between governmental decisions and national morality.  Consequently officialdom,  with its present extension of discretionary powers, should endeavour to make decisions on morally justifiable grounds.  This is particularly important where transparency is such an important principle.

When you associate yourself with a group that has a certain ethical code that differs from your own values, you have three choices:

*
Try to change the ethical code

*
Adapt your own principles

*
Leave the group.

Religion and the state

When different religious groups live together in one state, it is referred to as a plurality of religions.  Pluralism refers to the interaction between the religions in a country – how do they coexist?  In such a situation two types of conflict can occur, namely conflict between the different religions or conflict between the religions and the state.  There are various options a state can exercise with regard to religion:

1.
A theocratic state:  This would probably be unfair to the country’s citizens that have other religions.

2.
An atheistic state:  Such a state could possibly be negative to religious groups.

3.
Strict separation between state and religion.

4.
The secular state:  There is separation between state and religion but there is healthy interaction between the two.  Traditionally the Christian church sees itself in a royal, priestly and prophetic role – where the prophetic role inter alia entails that the state is confronted when religious norms are violated.  Often this attitude of the state gives rise to religious nationalism where a religious majority feel that the secular government’s neutral stance toward minority religions favours those minority religions.

Religion as a driver of conflict

Religious conflict, even in developed countries, is nothing strange.  Irrational conflicts with the state, communities, and even unthinkable mass murders occur in the name of religions in our present day.  Religion is part of the identity of a group and often it underwrites ethnic relationships and even political structures.  It is clear, therefore, that when people feel that their religious values are attacked it can easily lead to conflict.  On the basis of religion conflicts are viewed from a certain angle, which could even lead to fanatical defence of religion.  Mostly no compromise is possible in religious conflict situations and the groups simply have to learn to tolerate each other.  It is easy to understand a government’s dilemma where the state must provide a home for competing religions.  This is usually associated with political power-play and people’s religious feelings are exploited for political purposes.  This easily leads to religious conflict, such as that between Christians and Muslims in the central regions of Nigeria during the year 2000.

Religion and reality

As religion is so often an emotional and controversial subject, it is often etiquette not to speak about it in public forums.  Yet it is so fundamental to being human that it cannot be ignored.  What can one say about the phenomenon of religion?

When we speak about religion we can identify two aspects of experience – an external experience and an internal experience.  Let us call these two experiences ritual and reality.  Ritual is a series of acts that an individual or group carries out, which they believe expresses their religious experience.  Although rituals can be very spectacular, it can be only a programmed performance without any deeper meaning.  People could conduct rituals as easily if God did not exist.  Ultimately the performance of rituals does not satisfy man’s searching heart – in other words rituals do not equal spiritual reality.  People seek some or other reality in the spiritual life which addresses the realities in their lives.

Certain realities that people must take into account are the following:  God is a reality, and everyone is accountable to Him  with their lives.  Sin is a reality and it pollutes and destroys the life of everyone involved in it.  Everyone is at some stage of his or her life confronted with the reality of sin.  The mental and psychological scars that life and others leave on us are also a reality and sometimes affect us greatly.  Intuitively we know that we cannot ignore these realities.

Realities in religion, as opposed to rituals, entail the following important terms:

*
Reconciliation:  To reinstate a relationship of friendship with God from a position of guilt and offence against God.

*
Redemption:  To be liberated from guilt and from the clutches of sin and bad habits, and to overcome spiritual onslaughts.  It is the transition from one world to another.

*
Relationship:  To know God in a moment-to-moment existence.  It is the essence of God’s law written in man’s heart according to which he can live.

*
Renewal:  To lead a new life, a life of constant renewal.  It brings renewed hope and faith, which carries one at all times, even in times of crisis.

*
Resurrection:  To be resurrected and to live in God’s presence after death.  This takes all fear out of life and gives us something to reach out for.

In the Christian faith all these realities are fulfilled completely in Jesus Christ.  And this is the reason why it is possible for Christians to live a meaningful life.

The relationship between Christians and other faiths

It is probably a general thing with all religions that people think they have the “right” faith – that it why they belong to it.  This automatically creates a we-they situation.  Often this is associated with a feeling of superiority and even, in some cases, antagonism and suspicion.  Many faiths try to gain new members, and even though there are usually many similarities between different faiths,  there are mostly also differences that cannot be bridged.    There are only two mechanisms for handling these differences:  the one is conflict to the end, and the other is tolerance for each other’s point of view.  Typical of the first mentioned is the holy war or jihad as found in Islam.

The Christian faith has a mission and it may be expected that this could bring it into conflict with other religions.  In the early centuries conflict was used to promote the expansion of the faith (for instance the crusades), but the real success of such action is dubious.  In all probability that was not the model Christ had in mind when He advocated missionary work.  Moreover, Western mission efforts through the ages experienced another problem:  In terms of the Western concept the process of colonialisation was to bring the benefits of civilisation and the Christian religion to “inferior” groups.  From the Western point of view this was seen as “upliftment”!  Western missionaries came and with their superior knowledge worked among the “lower” people.  Missionary work was thus carried out “from the top” so to speak.  Although it cannot be doubted that Western mission efforts had an enormous positive effect on the life of the people, it also had its negative sides.  The correct model of reaching out would rather have been to give practical witness of the joy of life through a life of service and almost unqualified love to the people reached out to.  Genuine love and service would hardly ever be seen as a threat or as challenging conflict.

In the light of the foregoing, the honest Christian Afrikaner should review his attitude to people of other religions in this country.

Conclusion

It has been said that religion is opium for the people, and unfortunately this is partly true.  Religion can blind people, make them insensitive to others, make them see each other as enemies, obstruct all developments, and many other negative things.  None of these negative things apply to a simple, honest and fearless relationship with Christ.  Religion places one within a certain framework of life in which one often becomes entangled, but Christ liberates us so that we can live.

Chapter 9 : Conspiracy theories of the world : Their nature and importance
Introduction

There is a lot of literature in the world that can be called “conspiracy literature”.  It makes for fascinating reading because it contains all kinds of ideas, from possible to absurd, from local matters to world affairs, and even extraterrestrial threats.  Some of the documents stem from old legends and myths, and some from occult philosophies, and often these theories cannot be interpreted easily.  Many are contained in old manuscripts and large volumes are now also accessible on the Internet.  Because the material is so strange, it is mostly not taken seriously by information analysts.

What are conspiracy theories?

Conspiracy usually implies secrecy, an agreement between parties, an objective to commit illegal acts, or to employ illegal methods to achieve the purpose of the conspiracy.  The term conspiracy theory entails more, however, as it refers rather to an approach in the sphere of power politics which is used by people to try to explain the threats that they experience.  Because people cannot determine what exactly has gone on behind the scenes, they make their own assumptions, which, over time, is often accepted as the truth.  Some people have such a fixed belief in their theories that nothing will convince them otherwise.  There are of course also real conspiracies in the world and they sometimes use the strangeness of the conspiracy theories to conceal their actions.

Where do conspiracy theories come from?

Stories of conspiracies are as old as human history itself;  examples of conspiracies are even recorded in the Bible.  It would seem as though the mentality of conspiracies developed in particular in the antique religions of Iran and in the mystery religions during the time of the Roman Empire.  It took a specific turn during the crusades when in particular the feeling of anti-Semitism arose.  In the Middle Ages many negative rumours circulated about the Jews, that they had apparently conspired against Christianity.  A number of secret organisations existed in the 13th and 14th centuries and from then on conspiracy theories developed clearly along two lines.  One was anti-Semitic in nature and the other the suspicion with which secret organisations were viewed.  An increase in conspiracy theories also occurred at the time of the French Revolution, which some historians attributed to the Free Masons.

Conspiracy theories are a reflection of people’s concern about power politics.  It probably arises when people feel uncertain or threatened but cannot really identify the enemy or the opponent.  Some of these theories are constructions of ideas, which ascribe actions and motives to the visualised enemy so that it makes more sense within the broader picture.  It is often very difficult to prove the theories true or false as one does not have access to the real facts.

The nature of conspiracy theories

The influence of conspiracy theories must not be underestimated.  Some of them exercise a powerful influence over the thinking and conduct of their supporters.  Sometimes theories have the characteristics of an ideology in the sense that people so strongly believe in them that anyone who dares to question it is regarded as “one of them” (that is the enemy), and it is regarded as an assault.  Often the supporters of such theories are fanatical about them and they deem it their duty to “disclose evil”.  This is a simplification of reality because it is easier to categorise people as evil than to accept that they are also subject to fallibility and mixed motives.  Often the conspirators are alleged to have superhuman powers and wealth and the ability to control things.  Events occurring in the world around us are easily interpreted as part of the conspiracy, for instance the restriction on firearms, increased tax structures, crime, liberal education policy, etc.  These are easily held up as “proof” of the existence and advancement of the conspiracy.

How to understand conspiracy theories

As the world of conspiracy is so confusing and because there are thousands of conspirators and tens of thousands of anti-conspirators, and just as many critics and scoffers, it is difficult to understand conspiracy literature.  Not only is it difficult to understand because of the variedness of standpoints but also because of the manner and variednes of approaches.  A real conspirator could for instance spread a conspiracy theory in order to conceal the real conspiracy.  Or he can criticise his own conspiracy, making it totally ridiculous.  In the same way opponents that want to expose conspiracies could make use of direct and indirect methods to attack the conspiracy that is targeted.  The result is a collection of literature that causes the critical reader to become uneasy because he smells a rat when reading it yet cannot lay his finger on the problem.  A little light is thrown on the problem if one knows to which “camp” or background or political orientation the writer belongs and whether he expresses his opinions directly or whether he writes in a subtle manner to achieve a concealed objective.

Examples of conspiracy theories

The anchor conspiracy:  It is alleged that the USA’s cancer programme is intentionally kept ineffective, and that drugs that work and successful researchers are being suppressed.  In 1953 a report served before the USA senate and in 1964 alternative cancer medication was prohibited by the food and medicines control council.  It is also alleged that in the sixties 22 patients were injected with cancer cells by two doctors, without the patients’ knowledge.  The doctors were not dismissed but the people who split on the doctors were.  There is said to be a fifty-year history of corruption, inefficiency and organised suppression of cancer therapies that work.  This theory insinuates that it is to the advantage of pharmaceutical companies and other medical parties to persist with the present treatments.

The AIDS conspiracy:  According to this conspiracy theory this sickness was developed specially in order to eliminate undesirable sectors of the population (black people, Latin-Americans and homosexuals).  The idea apparently originated in a study of “The Club of Rome” in 1960, called “The Limits to Growth”, which predicted that the world’s systems would start to collapse after the year 2000 if the world’s population growth were not restricted.  In 1969 the USA congress voted about $10-m for the development, which took place in 1970 in Fort Detrick, Maryland, in the USA.  In 1972 the World Health Organisation recognised the existence of such a virus.  It is further said that in 1977 and 1981 the homosexual population in one of the American cities was intentionally infected in hepatitis B experiments conducted by the New York Blood Center.  At about the same time a population in Central Africa was also infected by a measles vaccination scheme of the WHO.  In this way the sickness appeared both in a homosexual and in a heterosexual society.  It is also mentioned that a medical doctor, Dr Robert Strecker, conducted a study of AIDS in 1983 which indicated that the virus was developed and applied intentionally.  Apparently he tried to make the information known in all kinds of ways but was stopped time and again by the authorities.  The theory further maintains that there is already an antidote but that it will be made known only when certain population numbers have been sufficiently reduced.

The Chupacabras conspiracy:  It is said that since 1994 there have been many sightings of UFOs on the island of Puerto Rico, as well as strange creatures which kill cattle by sucking out their blood.  These creatures look like two-legged dinosaurs but without a tail.  They could come from the UFOs or be the result of sophisticated genetical experiments of the USA government.  Both the Puerto Rican and USA governments have tried to conceal these events or to make people reporting such appearances seem ridiculous.

The Roman Catholic conspiracy:  It is alleged that since the 1917 apparitions of Mary at Fatima there have been 300 similar ones.  According to the theory, these apparitions are caused by the Roman Catholic Church through wizardry in order to bring superstitious people back under the strict control of the church.  

The anti-anti-Semitic conspiracy:  There are allegations that question the scope of the mass murders of Jews during the Second World War.  Numerous people who propagate this view have been prosecuted and sentenced in Europe for “denying the crimes against humanity”.   In Germany and France Zionists apparently propagate that academics who do not stick with the traditional view of these events should be prosecuted.  A chief rabbi who has lost sympathy with Zionism, Joel Teitelbaum, maintains that the Zionist movement has an interest in encouraging anti-Semitism.  

The White Separatists conspiracy:  There is a group of people that alleges that over the centuries international treason has been committed by a section of the white ruling class, so that power became centralised and is incorporated into Freemasonry.  These groups want to control their own future in their own area, but they feel that they are being marginalised and exploited and that their white culture is being ridiculed.  They believe that the separation of nations was instituted by God in order to prevent wars and to ensure peace.

The Washington-Moscow conspiracy:  It is alleged that during the Cold War communism was not only promoted by Russia, but subtly also by the American government in Washington.  On various occasions vast amounts of Western money and Western technology were apparently sent to Russia to help prevent the breaking down of communism.  On many occasions American officials appointed communists or communist sympathisers in sensitive posts and on many occasions loans for Russia were arranged by American bankers and industrialists.  This left the impression that communism and Western capitalism were simply part of a bigger conspiracy.

The Onassis conspiracy:  It is alleged that Onassis, who was a drug trafficker in 1930 and who had interests in Asia, had a number of agreements with Joseph Kennedy and Franklin Rooseveld of the USA.  He also had agreements with Rockefeller that involved an oil cartel.  During the Second World War they made lots of money by selling arms and oil to both sides of the war.  Gradually Onassis gained control of the Mafia in the USA.  It is said that with the aid of Onassis and the support of the Mafia JF Kennedy was able to win the USA presidential election, after which he appointed many Mafia candidates in influential positions.  When JF Kennedy later tried to interfere in Mafia operations, he was murdered through the exact planning of the Mafia.  In Mafia tradition Onassis then married Jackie Kennedy.  Later Mary Jo Kopechne and Bobby Kennedy were also murdered in order to conceal JF Kennedy’s assassination.  Certain documents that were found in 1971indicated that the whole Vietnam War was fought to protect Onassis’ drug interests in Vietnam.  According to this theory, control by the Mafia still continues in the USA.

The Rhodes-Milner-Jameson conspiracy:  This theory dates from the time of the Anglo-Boer War.  Cecil John Rhodes succeeded in gaining a monopoly of  the diamond and gold fields in South Africa and founded De Beer’s Consolidated and Consolidated Gold Fields.  In 1891 Rhodes and others founded a secret organisation that later became known as the Round Table organisation.  These semi-secret groups were established in all the British colonies and were aimed at entrenching and promoting England’s control in the colonies.  The strict political control exercised by President Paul Kruger in the old Transvaal Republic was a thorn in the flesh to them and they made plans to overthrow Paul Kruger’s government.  Through his brother Frank, Cecil Rhodes planned an uprising in Johannesburg, which was to be followed by an invasion from Bechuanaland by one Jameson, an important British official in Rhodesia.  The uprising was unsuccessful but Jameson nevertheless invaded the country and was immediately taken prisoner by the Boers.  Rhodes made as though he knew nothing about the whole affair.  After about two years of relative quiet a brilliant young student from Cambridge, who was an enthusiastic supporter of Rhodes, came to the Transvaal and as a lawyer launched a fiery anti-British campaign.  He quickly became the State Secretary of the Transvaal and chief political adviser of Paul Kruger.  His name was Jan Smuts.  He played an important part in setting up the documents that were eventually rejected by Milner and which led to the Anglo-Boer War.

The Bavarian Illuminati conspiracy:  This organisation was founded in 1776 by a professor of Ingolstadt University for the purpose of holding and promoting philosophical and other discussions.  In some documents it is alleged that the objectives of the group were to destroy all religious and government institutions and that they were dedicated to orchestrating a world revolution in order to establish a new world order.  It is said that the French Revolution was their first successful action.  They opposed the Jesuit Order and consequently became very unpopular with the Roman Catholic Church.  They employed the methods of the Jesuits in that the organisation consisted of spies and anti-spies, and only the best were promoted.  The organisation was banned by Bavaria in 1784.  Although many people believe that the organisation is still powerful today, other sources indicate that nothing has been heard of them for 200 years and that in the seventies two Americans, Robert Shea and Anton Wilson, revived the stories of the organisation’s power.

The Decrespany-Blue Gull conspiracy:   After the station bomb in 1964 Harris was arrested; before being executed Harris disclosed that he had been involved in arms trafficking in the country.  A very big arms cache was discovered on the slopes of Table Mountain, too big to have been brought in by individuals by hand.  Harris said that the weapons had been brought into the country with the ship The Blue Gull which belonged to a certain Decrespany family in Wales.  The investigation was closed in 1968.  In 1964 Dr Beyers Naudé was granted funds for a study on transformation in South Africa, and he founded the organisation SPROCAS.  One of the subcommittees was headed by Dr Dennis Worrall, who later became the Ambassador to Australia and to England.  Here he recruited specialists for the Nuclear Energy Board and Armscor, as well as a Professor Decrespany for the University of Cape Town.  Decrespany obtained citizenship of the country and was shortly thereafter appointed chairman of one of the President’s Council committees involved in the drawing up of the new constitution, which was agreed to in 1983.  His name in the newspapers attracted the attention of  a National Intelligence investigating officer, who confronted him with the facts of the Blue Gull-Decrespany issue, after which he hurriedly left the country.  The question that arose was whether it was not the British Secret Service that had been behind the arms smuggling in the first place, and behind the writing of the new constitution.

The conspiracy theory on world control

Many conspiracy theories have to do with world dominance but few of them agree on who ultimately will be the rulers.  

The basic philosophy that underlines the theory is that there are two groups of people in the world, namely the group that feels called to rule the world, and the plebs.  Particularly during mass action the plebs are cruel, devoid of reason, unreasonable and must be controlled, otherwise there is anarchy.  Rights and freedom for the ordinary people are just concepts that do not really exist.  The term "freedom” can be used to destroy any structure and violence can be used to eventually bring the masses under control.

In order to establish the transition to a world government, the powers promoting it must remain invisible;  and they employ all kinds of methods such as violence, bribery and fraud to achieve their objectives.  Governments that are not under their control must be broken down and mistrust created between them and the people.  Parliaments and governments must be made ineffective – they must talk a lot and do little so that the people become frustrated.  The president must be appointed from the ranks of the ordinary people and he must have a dark background so that he will be obedient to the powers for fear of disclosure of his disgraceful conduct.  

People must also be divided amongst themselves.  Materialism must be promoted because greed makes people blind.  The workers must be kept poor because if they must work hard for their survival every day they will be kept under control.  People’s attention is drawn away from the country’s politics through entertainment, sport, pastimes, etc.  People in the community must be made cold and hard, and antagonistic towards politics and religion.  Pornography, alcoholism and  licentiousness must be propagated, and the importance of marriage and the family be destroyed.  Revolt in society is arranged intentionally so that sympathisers can be involved and ultimately arrested.

All states must gradually be organised to be more or less the same (a liberal republic) so that eventually integration into the world government will be easy.  The transition is to be preceded by a well-planned international financial crises, which will leave many people unemployed and the resulting masses of unemployed will be misused to wipe out all existing authority.  The central government which is then instituted will take over all powers to control the community.  All people will be disarmed and be stripped of their privileges.  Freedom of the press, the right of association and the right to vote will be restricted.  New, simple laws will be promulgated and be applied ruthlessly.  

As the media play such an important role in society, they will be used as important instruments in the process.  The press will be used to propagate degrading theories to manipulate the thinking of the masses.  Most of the press will be owned by the government, and even the media control which would seem to oppose the government.  This will give the impression of press freedom but at the same time give the government the opportunity to discover its own real opponents as they will associate with the opposition press.

The country’s education system will likewise be used to indoctrinate people.  It will initially be used to break down the youth by using false theories, but after the take-over education will be strictly controlled.  Freedom of thought will be restricted and people will be specifically trained in certain fields for certain types of occupations, and they will have to stay in these fields for life.  The whole theory is thus focused on drawing a nation away from their leadership, to a liberal democratic form of state, through a specific worldwide crisis, to international dictatorship.

Conclusion

Although these kinds of theories are very interesting, and some of them could possibly come close to the truth, the real truth can never be determined – there are just too many uncertainties.  Many people focus themselves on the subject heart and soul, only to sit with a lot of fruitless knowledge after a number of years.  It is handy to take note thereof, but it is senseless to make it the focus of one’s life.

The Christian, who believes that God is in control, can never identify with the philosophy behind conspiracy theories, namely that evil can plan and do as it pleases and that these evil plans are being realised.  On the contrary, it is God’s plans that are being fulfilled.  But we are not pawns or robots or threatened species in His plans.  We have been redeemed and have an own free will to contribute to His master plan in obedience.  Only in Him can I make a creative contribution to fulfilling God’s plan for my life and the world.

Chapter 10 : Looking ahead to the future

Introduction

Man has always been attracted to knowing something about the future.  That is why prophets and fortune-tellers will always be important to some people.  In our times many learned people are putting in a lot of effort to predict the future by using all kinds of techniques.  Called future-directed studies, it consists of, for example, mathematical models and scenarios that provide different possibilities of how the future could be.  Almost every university has such a group, and the different groups focus on different aspects of life, for instance the economy, the environment, demographics, military threats, etc.  All these things remain speculations, however.  There are also more revolutionary approaches, such as the situation where a group formulates for itself a desired future in 10 or 15 or 20 years time, and then sets plans in motion to achieve this;  in this way they work on “creating” their own future.

Important aspects regarding the future

Humanity is in a development process.  This does not run smoothly but rather takes place in phases or waves, and sometimes the development is thrown back by conflict.

It is said that this development takes place on the basis of different economies:

*
The hunting and gathering economy

*
The agricultural economy

*
The industrial economy

*
The information economy

*
The bio-economy.

We are now living in the transition from industrial economy to information economy, and with the discoveries made in terms of the bio sciences, we are getting glimpses of the approaching bio-economy.  Previous economies do not disappear but continue to exist only at a very low level as they are completely overshadowed by the economies that follow on them.

Each of the economies goes through 4 stages:

*
The scientific and technological stage where the field is discovered and explored.

*
The infrastructure stage where structures are created for utilising the technology.

*
The business transformation stage where the technology delivers optimum business.

*
The commodity stage when the economy functions effectively and cannot be further improved.

We are currently situated at the last quarter of the industrial economy (particularly in the developing countries of the world), with the information economy now coming into full swing.  This will bring a definite shift in emphasis.  Where before the possession of raw materials was a strong point, the control of information is now important.  In the previous dispensation ownership of land and property was important – now knowledge is important.  Initially cheap labour was an important factor – now it is important to have skills and ideas.  This will also lead to changes at socio-political level.  The role played by governments will become smaller, and the individual and the entrepreneur will hold more power in his own hands.  Where in the past the state gave direction by way of formal decisions, the individual will find that he must manage himself more and more.  Execution by state departments will be systematically replaced with execution by decentralised structures and interest groups.  Thus the emphasis will shift from dependency on the state to independence and self-financing.

At world level three tendencies are noticeable, namely globalisation and liberalisation, the inability of certain political leaders to end political oppression, and the rise of multinational groups that will exercise control.  Consequently the fluid situations in the world will continue, seen especially in the light of the fact that tendencies such as globalisation are resisted by some groups.  The world will become increasingly polarised into groups of states that globalise successfully and groups that continue to deteriorate and are marginalised.

The balance of power in the world can develop in various ways.  One possibility is that world states will continue to play an important role.  Another possibility is that multinational organisations will play a more important role, across boundaries, less structured and unrestricted by considerations of sovereignty.  Tendencies indicate that strong poles of power will exist in the world in the USA, the European Union, and South-East Asia.  The dominating powerful position of the USA (economically speaking 50% bigger than the next contender) is sometimes problematic, as they easily act in their own interests without taking into account what the effect on the rest of the world might be, which leads to the irritation of other states, notably France, the Russian Federation and the Republic of China.  On the other hand, the Westphalian state model is proving to be a failure in other parts of the world.  In Asia the potential for development lies in Japan and the Republic of China, while Russia has certain problems that will hinder future development, e.g. crime and corruption, the inability of political systems to give guidance, etc.  The developed world will probably be able to integrate into the world economy successfully, while in the developing states there will be a mixed situation and several states will probably fail.

Flashpoints that continue to exist in the world are inter alia the following areas:

The Republic of China and Taiwan, as well as China/Russia

North Korea

India and Pakistan, as well as India/China

Russia and Croatia: internal instability as a result of interactions between Islam and Orthodox Christians, as well as Russia/Japan

Iran

Iraq

Indonesia

and possibly also a USA/EU trade conflict.

The following factors can be the cause of new conflicts in the world:

global population movements, new markets, commercialisation and exploitation of information technology, increasing availability of communication devices, financial control by the new information technology networks, etc.

Globalisation could have the following consequences:  The USA will dominate the world while many states will become weaker and even fail.  Worldwide organisations will increasingly hold positions of control.  Great financial instability is foreseen and the sovereignty of the states will come under more and more pressure, while worldwide and regional organisations will gain more authority.  At the same time an ethnic cultural rejection of globalisation can also be expected in some states.  It will be a challenge for the world to manage the huge economic social and technical inequalities in the world and to remove what exists between the economic power blocs as a result thereof.

The handling of conflict worldwide

Conflict arises when there is a clash in interests between parties as a result of differing motives, values and needs.  Often a compromise is not possible and simple methods cannot be used to resolve the dispute.  Ethnic diversity in itself is not a source of conflict, but is when it is exploited by activists or political entrepreneurs, who misuse political memories and myths to attain their objectives.  Political systems provide the opportunity or expertise in which people’s needs and interests can be expressed, but they must be strong enough to handle threatening conflict and to bring together and reconcile the opposing needs and interests of those involved.  Political structures should also function in accordance with agreed norms, because if this is not the case the structures can experience a credibility crisis.  Such structures must make provision for resolving disputes on the basis of agreed norms or laws.  Conflict breaks out when these types of political systems fail.

Major and important structures which the new world must help to develop are currently surrounded by tension.  The United Nations have an acute shortage of funds, they are not performing well – particularly as regards peace operations – and in certain circles they are regarded as all the more irrelevant.  The International Monetary Fund is also not effective in certain circumstances, as was the case with the crisis in South-East Asia.  The world bank is undergoing the fourth restructuring, and the transformations which they are enforcing in Africa make them very unpopular.  The International Trade Organisation has to deal with internal conflicts and lack of policy implementation.

Commercialisation and privatisation

An important aspect in the liberalisation of an economy lies in the terms commercialisation and privatisation.  The term privatisation originated in the United Kingdom in the seventies and eighties, and spread across the whole world.  Over the past decades government structures have multiplied and privatisation is used to streamline government systems.  South Africa has 27 departments at national level and more than 600 at provincial level, as well as 2 000 semi-state organisations or parastatals.  All these structures are run with tax money.  It is important to determine which structures should be privatised as there could be many political implications.  Privatisation must both benefit the economy and make the government more streamlined.  Many semi-state corporations are busy with this process and this can take on various forms, e.g. the use of contractors, agencies, subsidies, voluntary organisations, public-private partnerships.  Privatisation is the last step in the process of commercialisation.

Scenario planning

One of the methods by which it is attempted to gain a hold on the future, is scenario planning.  It is a complex matter, however, due to the complexity of the world and the drastic increase in the rate of change.  Complexity is driven by the mass of information that becomes available and the restricted ability we have to process it meaningfully.  The changes that we experience are not smooth but could rather be regarded as bringing discontinuity or leaps – similar to the changes between the agricultural and industrial eras.  For this reason it is invalid to take history and simply project it as possible future scenarios.  Yet we have only historical data to work with.  Even science fiction on the future is only a creative processing of historical data.

In scenario planning the question asked is what factors drive the future and which of those are relevant and which are important.  Combinations of key factors and key uncertainties are then woven into a number of stories about the future.  Scenarios fit into each other.  Continental scenarios fit into global scenarios, and regional scenarios fit into continental scenarios.  It is understandable that macro factors exercise greater influence than internal factors, and for this reason the impact of the different factors is weighted.

Macro factors that drive the future are as follows:  Firstly globalisation, which is caused by tremendous increases in the flow of finance and information and the standardisation of more effective work procedures worldwide.  Another factor is liberalisation in the economy and in politics, where the markets gain a bigger say in everything.  This in turn is driven by technology development.  Another factor is regionalisation, which means that there is pressure on states to become more closely integrated at regional level.  The result of this could be that weak states will fail.  Other factors are as follows:  Domination of the world by the USA and the crisis existing in multinational organisations that do not meet their objectives (the UN, World Bank, IMF and World Labour Organisation).  The role of ideology as a world driving force is diminishing.  Actors other than states are playing important roles, e.g. powerful international companies.  About 46 states in the world are so small that they would not even be included in the Fortune 500 list, which is the list of the 500 largest companies in the USA.  South Africa itself would feature but third or fourth last on the list.  All these small states have representation in the UN and are subject to the rules of the UN, yet the giant companies have no say on these same forums and are not subject to their rules.  Smaller states and groups are powerless against these mighty currents, but an ethnic cultural counterreaction can be expected (for instance as can be seen in terms of Islamic fundamentalism).

Future scenarios for the world

The Pentagon has identified five possible security scenarios for the continued existence of the world, and for each of these they have determined the implication for their own force design.

*
The balance of power of states:  This scenario postulates that sovereign nation states will remain the most important players in the world and that conflicts between states will be the most important users of military violence.  There will be changing coalitions to try to balance the powerful states.

*
A three-level security system:  The world security system is divided into three levels.  At the first level are the advanced, integrated, stable countries with information based economies.  The second level consists of various autonomous states of varying stability and with industrial economies.  At the third level are the unstable and violent, weak and failed states which will live off  the exploitation of their mineral resources and informal economies.  First-level states will not wage war against each other in the traditional sense of the world.  Conflict among states will occur at the second level, and on the third level there will be anarchy, but the groups will not be able to afford protracted conflicts.

*
An ideology-based system:   The world is divided along ideological lines, and so also the international security system.  Conflict occurs mainly on the fault lines between ideological blocks and the use of violence is not easily restricted.

*
Internal failure model:  Most countries experience internal violence, not war situations.  Very weak states fragment or fall into anarchy and even strong states experience internal resistance and use oppressive methods.

*
Economic war model:  The main cause of conflict is seen as internal and sometimes violent competition for sources and markets.  Multinational interests will develop their own security interests and military structures, independently of states.  Private security and information organisations will play an ever  bigger role in the system.  If there is conflict there will be pressure to limit collateral damage and losses to the minimum.

The future situation in Africa

The situation in Africa is very fragile.  A number of states are at risk of failure and international forces are not prepared to act for the sake of Africa.  Meanwhile the various parties in Africa are arming themselves at every possible opportunity by buying conventional weapons.  A large portion of development funds finds it way back to defence or to the private foreign banking accounts of African leaders.  Economically the states in Africa are becoming impoverished and there are no funds available to maintain structures for resolving conflicts.  In the midst of much corruption and regional crime, as well as weakening of health and education, an increasing number of people are uprooted by conflict and war.  There are serious shortages of food in many parts and the region is pathetically dependent on foreign aid, which enters the country largely through non-governmental institutions.  Although some of Africa’s leaders desire multilateral cooperation,  the tendency is undermined because of the lack of proper conflict-handling mechanisms and structures.  There are also inherent differences between the various groups which cannot be wished away and there is no common political desire nor the finances to establish and maintain such mechanisms, e.g. a peace force.

Seen against this broad background South Africa has a few broad foreign policy objectives which it strives for (our vision for Africa):

*
The economic recovery of Africa

*
Establishing democracy in Africa

*
Termination of neo-colonial relations

*
Self-determination in Africa

*
Economic growth that can benefit the people in Africa.

With this is mind a number of future scenarios were developed for Southern Africa.  These scenarios describe various paths for the future and indicate possible developments in the future.  Against the background of  Southern Africa’s hot-pot of poor democracy, major imbalances in terms of living standards, the onslaught of HIV/AIDS, threatening water shortages, refugees, unstable urban areas and further international marginalisation of the region, the future scenarios for the region are as follows:

*
The danger ahead scenario:  An Egoli enclave is foreseen, surrounded by a circle of weak states and a wider circle of crisis.  The Federation of Egoli will endeavour to develop further under its own steam, while situations of  uprooted refugees, gang wars, power-crazy leaders and looting of the environment continue.  International companies working in Africa handle their own security.  Elite groups in failed states form alliances with powerful criminal leaders.  Tourism does not feature at all and a lot of money is spent on weapons.  The Egoli enclave is under constant pressure from the unstable regions to the north.  The private sector weakens and the region withdraws more and more from the world community.  The region divides into two and AIDS takes its terrible toll.  

*
The profit-seeking scenario:  The private sector is given free reigns to function unregulated in the whole region and the region is overrun by big companies wanting to do business, to such an extent that business exercises effective control over government policies.  There is growth, but no creation of employment and poor people continue to suffer.  Global corporations take over as service providers, and bribery and corruption are everyday occurrences.  Unions are suppressed and the environment is looted, and even the economy is looted by profit-seekers.  AIDS takes a big toll.

*
The visionary leadership scenario:  The region supports the African Renaissance model and a strong democracy is firmly established in the region.  Women begin to play an important part and there is a balance between the interests of the community and those of business.  Small businesses mushroom.  An effective strategy is found to combat AIDS.  The state accelerates education and training, and South Africa becomes the disseminator of information technology in the region.  There is strong regional awareness, which is supported by regional water and electricity networks.  Eco-tourism flourishes.  South Africa’s dominant position is recognised.

*
The going backward slowly scenario:  There is deterioration and corruption throughout the region.  Dictators, who benefit themselves, are kept in power by military violence and corrupt leaders manage to stay in government for long periods.  The press is restricted and elections are manipulated.  Crime syndicates play a big role.  Minerals are mined but not processed.  Investors are gradually frightened off and the region becomes a dumping ground for cheap products.

*
The self-reliance to survive scenario:  The states in the region function as democracies but the people are not interested in politics.  People only look after their own interests, and for this they use their own initiative.  Foreign aid does come into the country, but is channelled through NGOs.  People withdraw back into their own communities because they feel safer and better off there.  People sometimes take the law into their own hands.  The integration of states in the region is poor.

Factors necessary to have a favourable outcome for Southern Africa

The following important matters that must be addressed in order to have a prosperous future in Southern Africa:

*
Regional conflict must be prevented and conflict-handling mechanisms must be established for this purpose.

*
Regional defence and non-assault treaties must be concluded between the states in the region.  

*
The values and norms of democracy must be supported in the region.

*
Polarisation between rich and poor must be reduced.

*
Formal regional cooperation must be promoted at all costs.

*
Human rights must be recognised and upheld in the region.

*
International laws must be given recognition in the region.

*
The developed countries of the world must show ongoing interest in Africa.

Participation in the economy of the future

The economy of the future will be very different to that in the past.  We will have to adapt to the new environment because we will not be able to stop change.  The economy we were used to was characterised by aspects such as standardisation, mass production, autocratic systems, geographic restrictions, a single career, dependency on a company and inflexibility.  Other factors will become important in the new economy, for instance customisation, leadership, distance irrelevance, self-employment, independence, individual rights, innovation and competition.  In order to function within the new environment, we will have to seek new paradigms and understand what personal responsibilities the new economy is going to demand from us.  The old paradigm of work was one of formal qualifications, experience and being specialised, and preference given to certain groups.  It was a race for the top, which often led to burnout, incompetence, stagnation and financial averageness.  The new work paradigm will include aspects such as life phases (no upward promotions), no one to accompany you in your career, unending career path, having to rely on oneself and being unable to blame the company for lack of personal advancement.  There will be numerous business opportunities but no employment.  Be your own strict boss.

Our attitude to life for future economic success

What must be our attitude to life in order to gain success in the new economy?  

Economic success stems from the individual level – it depends entirely on oneself and not on one’s environment or circumstances.  It is of the utmost importance that you must control your own life, take responsibility for your own future, and not blame the environment or anyone else.  You must accept that you are the master of your own fate and must accept responsibility for this.  You will need integrity, self-motivation, the ability to work, a good understanding, knowledge and experience to be successful.  Everyone who wants to be a success must learn to serve and to render service.  You must accept that you are your own worst enemy or your own biggest asset and your aim must be to be outstanding rather than simply to make money.  One must have a positive attitude to life, must persevere and be able to focus.  Develop an eye and a hand for solutions and not for problems, and apply existing conditions as the basis of departure on your way to success.  Live fully in the here and now and do not brood too much about the past or the future.  Respect time because it cannot be bought.  Like what you are doing and do what you like.  Your attitude to life will determine what life’s attitude will be for you.  Pay attention to important things (such as relationships, planning, recreation, new things and time to think), not only to urgent matters.  Try to develop a feeling for the consequences of decisions and act accordingly.  Do not hesitate to make decisions.  Have an open mind and do not simply accept conventional answers.

Many people view the future unconsciously, as if it were a movie showing in front of us.  When tomorrow comes I will see what the future holds.  The view taken is that the things that are going to happen to me have already been determined and I cannot change anything.  This attitude makes one short-sighted and unproductive.  It is a very negative model and an obstacle to achieving great things in life.  A better model is that of a diary.  The future pages in a diary are blank and one writes in appointments in advance.  When the specific day arrives, the appointments are realised.  One has thus in a sense created the future when writing in the appointments.  Every person’s, and certainly every Christian’s future lies before him/her like a blank diary.  So it is a God-given privilege to create a large part of one’s future.  If you do not actively create your future, it will be determined either by the circumstances of the day or by other people that dictate your paths.  Not everything one plans for the future is realised, but on the other hand few good things will happen if you do not plan them.  Looking ahead is very important to have a successful and happy future.

Christian paradigms of the future

Within Christianity there are different views of the world.  Within nominal Christianity there is probably a large group of people that are apathetic to the future and pull up their shoulders.  There are also different views within the circle of those who do care.  Some will say:  “We don’t know.  We do not understand what the Bible says about the future.  We know that the end will come but no one can say when and how.  The Bible is too symbolic about it.”  These people consciously or unconsciously look for another model for predicting the future.

Then there are those who say: “No, the Bible is specific and much more literal than we think.”  Amongst them are many detailed models about how the future should develop, and this is announced with much conviction.  It gives people a framework with which to measure the events of the world.  It is a dilemma if these events then do not materialise as predicted by the models.  One such example is the coming of Christ.  (For some it is irrelevant as they have mostly lost their Christian vision/focus in life.)  For some it is still a long way off, so it has no significant influence on their lives.  For another group it is at hand, to such an extent that they are too paralysed  to live meaningfully.  People with such a short view of the future can make little difference in life because their future horizon is too short to allow them to participate enthusiastically in any significant big actions – never mind initiating them.  This is certainly not the correct understanding of the Bible.  The message of Christ in fact makes us free to live life to the full under His rule, without any threat, and able to make a difference in this life while, liberated from the guilt and burden of sin, we will be ready when He comes.

Conclusion

Our attitude to the world in which we live and the future we face is of the utmost importance.  It determines to a large extent whether we will be successful in life.  The true Christian, who has found inner security in the faith of Christ, has no reason to be negative, narrow-minded or pessimistic.  He or she has no need for anxiously holding on to the earthly goods and the past.  Christ makes one free to live.  It is as the Bible says, faith and fear cannot go together.

In fact the Lord makes us free and creates us to give us the reality of his Spirit living in us so that we can make decisions that impact on our surroundings and on our future.  Life is a challenge, and a wonderful adventure for those who walk the path with the Lord.  We must not allow ourselves to become caught up in small, ideological life-spaces, or to be robbed of life’s splendours by the dark glasses of  flawed perceptions.

Appendix A : Trip to Nigeria : 14 – 21 May 2000

What would one say about the first night in Lagos?  From the air the lights of this giant, sprawling city seemed dim, except for a street here and there filled with car lights.  When leaving the aircraft the pressing heat of being close to the equator hits you hard.  The airport tries its best to be Western, but Africa is everywhere:  air-conditioners that are not working, a creaking conveyor belt, standing escalators, and people just hanging around everywhere.  The bus that has been arranged for us is far too small;  stuffed in we move into the streets, but where to?  Traffic is very heavy, although it is 10 o’clock on a Saturday night.  Many of the streets are dark except for the car lights, and there are cars everywhere, like ants.  Street vendors sit next to their tables piled up with goods, with only a primitive paraffin lamp, and thousands of people are milling around, seemingly aimlessly, in the everywhere endless back streets of this living-dying city.

The foyer of the Ikoyi Hotel sits almost on the street.  After a long struggle at one counter and filling in forms we must pay the cashier in dollars at the other counter, amidst the constantly deafening beat of African music coming from a nearby nightclub.  A few seductively dressed ladies of the night appear as if from nowhere, revealing just enough to attract attention, trying to engage in conversation with some of us.  Eventually, key in hand and dragging our luggage behind us, we go up to our room on the seventh floor.  Another course attendee and I will share the room for the night.  The half a lift at least gets us there.  Outside the room door part of the wall has been broken out to reveal the water and sewerage pipes like the bones in the skeleton of a hand.  The room is African:  Scruffy,  worn, and very stuffy.  The bathroom light does not work at all, the bath is very dirty, there is no toilet paper, cold water trickles from 3 or 4 shower jets.  Worst of all: There is only one double bed, with a thick, dirty-pink woollen blanket which lets me shudder.  The bed is made up half neatly, but rouses the suspicion that others have slept in it before.  Just then there is a knock on the door.  Thankfully it’s Dirk – we’re moving out.  But we have to pay ten dollars penalty for each room.  Then we are back in the little bus and in the dark streets driving to the next hotel.  This time it’s a real house and each one can sleep in his own bed.

With the same overloaded bus we are taken to Lagos temporary domestic airport for our flight to Abuja, the capital city.  Apparently the domestic terminal at the airport burned down the previous week and the authorities had to make use the facilities that were used thirty years ago by the Royal Air Force.  Nowhere is there a robot or a road sign or a street name to be seen.  Battling through the traffic for an hour exposes the city, like a sore that does not want to heal.  Everywhere everything is half.  Mostly half broken down.  Concrete ruins and building rubble next to skeletons of new buildings stunted halfway in their growth.  Here and there is a half-nice building, otherwise dirty and dilapidated rectangular concrete blocks that have not been painted for decades.  It is as if the bubbling life in the city cannot break through the tissue that is causing everything to decay.  A battle is waging between life and death, while thousands of people teem in between.

The bus turns into a side street; there are dirty walls on both sides, and although you can see the tails of some large aeroplanes it surely cannot be the airport, in the midst of this almost squatter camp like area?  The bus struggles into an overfull space, reminding one of a scrap yard because vehicles are parked chaotically everywhere with people moving backwards and forwards.  With our luggage we move towards a small, longish building, which would not even serve as a proper stable on the farm of an Afrikaans farmer.  It is an old concrete structure, without any proper doors or windows.  It is dirty and unbearably hot, and packed with people inside.  Roughly welded steel rails divide the waiting area into lanes in which we must queue – just like the rails used to keep cows apart during milking – two for each airline.  In front of the rows is a shabby wooden wall with openings sawed into it and closed with diamond mesh, serving as the counter windows for the ground staff.  On the left under the openings are large red mechanical scales and next to that another opening in the wooden wall through which the luggage is pushed – who knows where to?  Papers are pasted up against the wooden wall, on which the name of the airline has been hand-written, as well as the latest destinations and times.  Besides our group there are many others teeming in the queues, holding thick packs of almost worthless notes, waiting to get a place on an aircraft.  Our team’s tickets are all collected,  a seat number is written on top and the ticket returned.  We hand out the tickets amongst the group by shouting each one’s name in order to be heard above the noise in the chaotic “cow shed”.  After our tickets have once again been collected, handed in and handed back, we eventually walk along a narrow passage  to the departure hall.  This is a large open space with steel benches and ceilings dropping out from above.  There are holes in the walls where once there were windows.  Here and there three-fin ventilators hang from the ceiling  - each with only two fins left – needless to say motionless in the pressing heat, like monuments to better days.  On a dirty door at the back is written “Toilet” and in one corner is an upright wire stand with colddrinks and beer, etc. for those who perhaps need a bar.  We have just sat down when a large single megaphone speaker on a tripod announces the departure of our flight.  While queuing to pass through the hole in the wall like a shed door, I see that the same hall is also the arrivals hall, only entered through another shed door.  With a fully loaded bus we are taken around a security wall and alongside the aircraft, where our luggage has already arrived on a manual trolley.  Now everyone must identify their own luggage, and an official marks each piece with a cross in white chalk before it is loaded into the cargo hold.  As a result of this process passengers have to stand in the hot sun in long rows next to the runway, before being able to walk up the stairs and into the aircraft.  At first the passengers sit according to the numbers written on their tickets, but then things become confused and everyone sits wherever he finds a seat.  It is hot and stuffy in the aircraft and most of the passengers use the worn safety cards to fan themselves.  What bliss to be in the air and to feel cool air coming in through the air-conditioner.  From the air one can clearly see the big sprawling city with its high buildings and hotels on the beach front and on the islands, and the masses of tightly packed, dilapidated buildings, like plant lice on an infected leaf, until the view is thankfully concealed by a cloud.

The airport at Abuja lies in an area that looks like the Mopanie veld in the Northern Transvaal.  Here and there are smooth mountainous outcrops, as high as the Magalies Mountains.  Abuja, about 40 km away, is a sprawling city sprung up amidst Mopanie trees.  Because it is still a young city it does not show such bad signs of decay.  When the luxury bus dropped us at the state guest house we were thankful to get out of the hot, dry heat and relax in a cool room.

In Abuja we first visited the office of the minister of state.  The new building is already quite shabby.  People hang around everywhere or are moving around in the passages and offices – it seems as though they have no work to do.  We cannot see the minister immediately because he is busy with a press group.  So we sit in two offices and wait for him.  Eventually we are led along a small passage with a worn red carpet to a conference room where we may take a seat at the conference tables.  It is tidy, but there are signs of decay.  One of the blinds no longer hangs straight on its rail.  Everywhere hang photographs of former ministers.  About ten officials enter the room one after the other to fix everything for the minister’s appearance, including the TV and voice recording equipment.  Then the permanent secretary enters; he is a quiet man dressed in a royal-blue traditional African suit.  The minister himself is wearing a white suit.  A liaison officer conducts the meeting, which is opened with a Moslem prayer and closed with a Christian one.

We also pay a visit to the municipal offices and the municipality of Abuja.  Again it is a reasonably new building but dilapidated.  The place is overrun with hundreds of officials who seem to be simply standing around.  We file into a small conference room where the top officials are waiting to receive us.  Each one is introduced with their titles, and each one is given a round of applause.  Then each one of us.  It is clear that our visit is an important one.  Pastries and fruit juice are passed around and we eat and drink during the speeches.  Afterwards a group photo is taken of us with them, while the TV is constantly present to film us.

The next day we travel northwards, to Kaduma, another eye-opener.  The double-lane tarred road there is reasonably good – something like a freeway – a main artery along which the economic life blood of the region flows in an unending stream of cars, buses and trucks.  There is no fence along the road.  The road winds through Mopanie trees for kilometres and kilometres.  It is as if the road is a big magnet, as there are people almost along the entire length of the route.  They live in grass-roof huts built of stone not more than 30 m from the road, and road stalls have been put up even closer to the road.  The stalls are made of a framework of branches cut in the veld and covered roughly with thatch; here and there an artistic grass wall has been woven around the stall.  Here and from here they market their simple products – fruit, peanuts, bags of water, dried bananas, bread in plastic bags, pens, etc.  Every few kilometres where there is for example a petrol station there is a greater concentration of people and structures, because where the pulsing traffic is slowed down is an opportunity for the hundreds of small vendors with baskets or trays to try to sell something to the occupants of each vehicle.  It seems as if there is nothing left of childhood, because every child is an entrepreneur who must give everything in the continuous effort to survive.  The toll gates along the route offer a major opportunity because here everyone must stop.  There are people wherever you look.  It makes an impact on you, even if you are driving past in an air-cooled bus for only a few minutes.  It is difficult to imagine the reality of being caught up in an endless struggle for survival.  One reads the United Nations’ figures which state that there are forty or fifty million Nigerians who suffer from hunger, and then you do not realise immediately that it is they that are milling around the roadside – and perhaps they are the lucky ones who are healthy enough to compete in order to live.

The trip to the north-east on the following day, on the way to Jos, brings us, about 15 km further along the road, to a teeming, pulsing industrial squatter area.  For more than 20 km squatter shops stand in two or three and even up to ten rows deep, disorderly,  tightly up against each other, all overloaded with goods.  There is an indescribable vitality, driven to the utmost by the laws of the unregulated free market system.  It is amazing that the small businesses grow in such areas – almost like bacterial colonies.  One part is predominantly for repairing vehicles – there are hundreds of workshops.  Cars are repaired in the open and the ground is drenched black with spilt oil.  Then  there is an area where steel is sold.  Then one where gates are made.  Then where wood is sold.  Then clothing – and so it keeps on and on.  And here and there, along the same design, is a shabby restaurant, boasting an elegant name, or a guest house or a church.  On the night we returned along this route we were stuck in a major traffic jam in the area.  In this squatter colony beats the true heart of Abuja.  Strict enforcement of the rules of a Western-designed city has forced the real people of the city to its outlying areas.  While the city apparently seems to grow in a Western manner, the true life of the people of Africa is outside of it.  That is why Abuja is a city without a heart.

Back in Lagos, outside the domestic terminal from where we had left a week ago, our bus transport is awaiting us.  On the way out we are surrounded by one of  life’s tragedies.  The crippled of society come there to beg from the small percentage of rich people that can afford to travel by air.  One man comes up to the window and shows us that both his hands have been chopped off.  Although the wounds have healed, there is a yellow bone protruding.  He brings the stumps up to his mouth to show that he is hungry.  Then another man comes with a lifeless , brown artificial hand hanging out from under the sleeve of his shirt.  Another comes along on crutches, he has a deformed leg.   Another has a deformed arm hanging limp down his side.  Desperately they knock on the windows of the bus.  “Master don’t leave me.”  If one gets something all the others hurry closer in excitement, trying to get something also.  It is hopeless and it tears at your heart, until, thankfully, the bus starts to pull away.

Then you see that the city is not as dilapidated as it first seemed to you.  Life is just different here.  The people are different.  And in their way things work out for them – even though we can’t see how.  It is only that we see things differently through our Western eyes.  The international airport no longer seems as bad as we thought when we arrived.  Even though so many things are not working, and even though we have to stand in a very long queue in order to check in, it is bearable because we are on our way home.  

The next morning early we landed at Jan Smuts airport.  The air was cold and fresh.  The airport’s functioning was so frightfully efficient because our luggage appeared on the conveyor belt almost immediately and the floor was almost surgically clean.  And so one of the most remarkable weeks in my life came to an end.

Appendix B : Summary

Introduction

Big changes occurred in the years following the first democratic elections in South Africa in 1994.  These changes had a major impact on the people of the country, and the Afrikaner nation in particular was deeply affected because so many of the values and principles with which they had been brought up were affected.  Some people moved (some to the Cape and others overseas), some were confused, some were aggressive and some simply kept quiet, waiting to see what would happen.  Some were negative and pessimistic and others seemed to give up at the start already.  Early in 2000 the pangs in the Afrikaner’s heart spilt out in the press with the Boetman debate.  The contents of the debate were less important, rather it opened a window on the storm that was waging in the Afrikaner’s emotions.  Perhaps because for the first time one was able to see the impact the changes had on the Afrikaner, and how he struggled with them.  Perhaps it put into words the Afrikaner’s search for himself in the post-apartheid South Africa.

The importance of our perception of life

Each one of us made up our own picture of the world around us when we were small.  This picture represented our understanding of life.  Let’s say it was our own ideological world in which we lived.  It is made up of all our experiences in the life of our family, at school, our interaction with other people, our religious experiences and everything else we experience.  And everyone implicitly assumes that his/her world is “normal” and it becomes the standard against which we measure other people.  Naturally someone’s ideological world can differ from the reality of life outside it.  Such a person then becomes maladjusted to his/her surroundings.  For instance people that live in their own world.  A person’s behaviour in the world is determined by his/her perception of life.  One cannot live in a dream world forever – disillusionment comes at some stage or another.  The volcanic outbursts in the Afrikaans press referred to above are part of such a disillusionment.  It is a wake-up call because the world around us has changed, has changed greatly.  Perhaps it will help if we think together about the changes that are taking place and what we should do about them.

The history of the world

The past two centuries in the history of the world prepared the stage for the scene that is taking place in front of us today.  World events during the past two centuries made their impression on the national memories of nations, and structures developed that today still play a big part in the events of our time.

The nineteenth century brought the dramatic rise of Europe, amidst many struggles amongst its nations.  The whole of Europe was divided and joined in alliances which led to wars.  Ten years later other alliances were formed and wars would start all over again.  The battle between Spain, France an England in particular was very bitter, with Germany becoming seriously involved later.  Ironically enough, it was the wars at the time that gave rise to rapid technological developments (of weapons) and the creation of international financial structures (international bankers who loaned money to nations in order to wage war).  Russia with its mighty armies of large numbers was always a factor from the east but because the world was so stretched out at the time, these armies did not have any dramatic influence on Europe.  An important outcome of the time was the concept of a sovereign national state.  Another important phenomenon of the time was colonialism, whereby European powers projected their might to other parts of the world.  The most important colony was of course that of North America, but one tends rather to think of the colonial histories of Africa and Asia. 

The First World War greatly shocked the idealistic European world.  The large-scale destruction was a rude awakening for the world.  The development of aircraft, tanks and more sophisticated infantry weapons, the first use of chemical weapons, and the horror of  war fought from the trenches, with all the misery associated therewith, gave the war the designation of industrial mass murder.  After the war the nations of the world tried to establish a peace structure in order to prevent such wars in future.  The League of Nations was founded but it was not very successful.  

The Second World War surpassed the first on in all respects, bringing almost unthinkable genocide.  The dropping of two nuclear bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki so shocked the world that it would never be the same again.  The United Nations Organisation arose from the ashes of the war, another attempt to prevent the repetition of such a war.  Since then this organisation has come to play an ever bigger part in international politics.

Shortly after the Second World War the world entered the period of the so-called Cold War.  Nuclear weapons were manufactured on big scale in the West and in Russia, and the possible consequences of a nuclear war became too frightening to imagine.  There was so much destruction capability in both camps that no nation could dare to use nuclear weapons because mutual destruction was assured.  Thus the super powers were in a state of balance and could not dare to let the conflict between them escalate.  Most countries in the world were divided into more or less two camps, or in a bi-polar system, behind the two giants, more or less along ideological lines.  Conflict was conducted indirectly, however, in and through other countries of the world, e.g. in Vietnam and in Africa.

The next dramatic event in the arena of world politics was the economic collapse of the Russian power bloc, in particular because of the poor economic performance of the socialist Marxist-based system.  Instead of increasing the level of peace in the world, many new regional conflicts suddenly broke out, which in a sense made the world an even unsafer place.

In addition to the First and Second World Wars, the 20th century had its quota of other wars that left their mark on the world.  These conflicts show that war is not always only about the brutal killing of people but about something higher, namely to subject the opponent to your will.  It all has to do with the decision that your opponent must make to subject himself, and this can be done through indirect methods such as psychological warfare.

The Algerian revolution that took place from 1954 to 1962 was a case of a desperate nation that exhausted its colonial power, in fact a super power (France) to such an extent through a protracted guerrilla war that  the colonial power was forced to admit defeat.  The power of the national will of a nation must never be underestimated.

The conflict between Afghanistan and Russia between 1979 and 1988 tells virtually the same story.  By world standards Afghanistan is a backward, poor Muslim country, and is moreover land-locked.  Russia, at that time still a super power, made the mistake of annexing the region to bring it into the Russian circle but did not take the unrelenting mujahideen fighters into account who attacked the Russian forces from the inhospitable desert mountains.  After many years of humiliating battles Russia had to withdraw from Afghanistan.

The war between Angola and Portugal, and the conflicts in Angola since then, began during the Cold War.  In the late 1950s and early ‘60s  Angola and other Portuguese colonies involved Portugal in a typical bush war, which Portugal could not afford and which eventually led to a coup d’état in Portugal.  The government in Angola was handed over to the Marxist MPLA organisation overnight so to speak, and since then the country has been living in the abject misery of civil war.  South Africa too was involved militarily in the war in Angola for over a decade.  The devastation of the country and the dislocation of its people after thirty years of war is frightening.

India and Pakistan have been at loggerheads with each other since 1974.  After 11 centuries of fighting between the different religious groups in the region there came relative peace for a hundred years during the period under colonial rule.  When England, the colonial power concerned, withdrew in 1947, Kashmir, a predominantly Muslim province, was added to India, which is a predominantly Hindu country.  This was unacceptable to Pakistan, and bitter conflict has been waging for the past thirty years.  Various attempts to solve the problem through international mediation have failed.  The fact that both countries recently became nuclear powers and have long-range delivery rockets makes this area of the world a tinder-box.  This is a clear example of the importance of politicised religious differences as a driving factor of long-term conflict.

The six-day war in 1967 between Israel and a number of its Arab neighbours was one of the most remarkable conflicts in this important but stormy region.  Since the inception of the state of Israel in 1948 the existence of the state has been a point of dispute and has already led to various wars.  

After Egypt closed the Strait of Tirana to Israeli ships in 1967, Israel, with a full-scale surprise air attack, destroyed all the opponents’ air forces on the ground within 24 hours and then, with a dramatic tank attack covered by their air superiority, finished off their enemy and captured a huge piece of land.  It was a brief and devastating war, which emphasised the very dynamic nature of modern warfare.

Iran and Iraq were involved in conflict between 1980 and 1990.  The reasons for the conflict are not clear but it is generally recognised that it was a battle for leadership in the Arab world.  Although initially Iraq made major breakthroughs in the war, they were later placed under great pressure by the bigger armies of Iran, which at times used so-called human-wave attacks.  Iraq used chemical weapons, later gained superior power in the air and won the battle.  According to some reports the USA played an important role behind the scenes to make sure that Iraq won the war.  This war showed that there were also serious fault lines in the Arab world and that the Middle East, which is the world’s most important oil-producing region, was a very unstable area.

Another interesting conflict was the one in the Falkland Islands in 1982/83.  Although England was busy decolonialising the islands, opportunistic action by Argentina caused England to send a naval task force more than 12 000 km in order to relieve the islands.  One of the turning points in the war was the sinking of a ship of the Argentinean fleet by a British submarine.  This war showed the importance for super powers to project their might across the globe.

Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm in 1991 in many ways constituted a remarkable world conflict.  Remarkable in the sense that the USA, through the mediation of the United Nations, was able to form a coalition of about 50 nations against Iraq, which had invaded and annexed Kuwait, a small oil-producing Arab state.  Good American diplomacy ensured that Russia supported the effort, which was a clear sign that the Cold War was over.  In Operation Desert Shield the USA built up a large force in Saudi-Arabia to prevent further invasion by Saddam Hussein.  After that the Iraqi defence force, which was the fourth largest in the world, was quickly and effectively defeated and humiliated by the brilliant military art of particularly America.  The high-precision nature of modern war was clearly demonstrated in this conflict.  This was also a turning point in the attitude of the United Nations, which before this time had been  very hesitant to become directly involved in conflicts (peacemaking, peace enforcement).

World players

 This run of  world events brought us where we are today, bringing with them the following important players onto the world scene.  In 1999 the world population figure surpassed the 6 billion mark.  More than 57% of the world’s people live in Asia, 19% in Africa, 9% in Latin America, 6% in Euope and 4% in North America.

Today the USA is the world’s only hyper power, able to effectively project force to any part of the world.  Economically speaking it dwarfs all other lands in the world and the USA’s economy is 50% bigger than that of the next biggest, namely Japan.  The USA’s people are very prosperous, even though the country’s wealth is not equally distributed.  The standard of education generally is not very high, and the country has a high crime rate.  The USA has a domineering influence over almost all facets of international life, sometimes to great frustration of other countries.

The European Union, which currently comprises 15 states, is the next biggest power conglomerate.  Despite the catastrophic first half of the previous century in Europe, the countries have started to move closer together, especially under the guidance of Germany and France, and as the European Union are adopting more and more common policies, for instance in terms of foreign, internal and economic affairs.  About 40% of South Africa’s foreign trade is with this region, which is also the biggest provider of development aid in the world.

Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia, which includes Russia and the other states of the former Soviet Union and the Balkan countries, consist of about 25 countries with 475 million people.  The region experienced much instability after the collapse of the Russian power bloc.

South and South East Asia and Australasia are dominated by India and Australia.  India and Pakistan are involved in constant battle.  The many thousands of islands also play an important role as part of the upcoming world.

East Asia’s economic giant is Japan, and China in terms of population figures.  Other important countries are Taiwan and the Koreas.  Japan has a high level of  uniformity of race and maintains high education standards, and the Japanese industry has very high technological capabilities.  Of China’s 1,2 billion people 800 million are peasants, 200 million of whom have no or no proper job.  The 60 million Chinese that live outside China produce more than all the other Chinese together, which is indicative of the poor performance of the Chinese economic system.

The Middle East is an important region with 200 million people living at the point where three continents meet.  More than 55% of the people speak Arabic.  The area is the cradle of the Muslim faith and is divided 68% Sunni and 22% Shiite.  There is a lot of conflict in the region, particularly as regards Israel.

Latin America is a region where things have gone relatively backwards.  There are many dictatorships, disputes and large debt burdens.  Many of the world’s big drug problems originate in this region.

Africa and the role players in Africa

Africa is the world’s pitiful continent, with its simultaneous embodiment of marvellous promises of hidden mineral wealth and the biggest misery in terms of natural disasters and wars.  Africa is today irrelevant to the world, particularly since the end of the Cold War, understandably so when considering that Africa contributes less than 2% to the world’s economy.  Access to Africa’s sought after minerals and oil is gained through international companies in co-operation with corrupt rulers, who employ the profits largely to enrich themselves and their buddies.  Thus Africa is stripped of its treasures and very little of the wealth is ploughed into the region.  For this reason big parts of Africa are in a state of disrepair.  Many states in Africa are weak or failed states, where the governments cannot provide for the basic needs of the people.  Furthermore, in many cases the governments, with their defence forces, are the single biggest threat to their respective countries’ inhabitants.  There is a power vacuum in Africa, which is being filled by numerous private security companies and hired troops employed by governments and international companies to protect their own interests.  This makes Africa very complex.  Factors that are to Africa’s detriment include the numerous internal and regional conflicts, the high population growth (3% per annum), maladministration, self-favouring, low investment in agriculture, enormous foreign debt burdens, the almost uncontrollable spreading of diseases on the continent, and the millions of refugees and uprooted people.  The fact that 40 of the world’s poorest countries are in Africa explains why there is no money in Africa to establish and maintain proper regional organisations for implementing peace initiatives.

Important role players in Africa south of the Sahara, besides South Africa, are Nigeria, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Zimbabwe, Angola, Botswana, Namibia and Mozambique.

Nigeria is a former British colony that gained independence in 1960.  It has the most people in Africa (100 – 120 million), a large number of whom live in poverty.  The country has big mineral and oil riches, but must itself import petroleum products and often experiences fuel shortages.  Military governments ruled for a long time after the colonialisation era, but a civilian government is currently in power.  Nigeria is the undisputed regional leader in West Africa.

Kenya, the regional leader in East Africa, was a British protectorate that became an independent republic in 1964.  In 1982 it became a one-party state but opposition parties were again permitted in 1997.  Although there is internal conflict, it is a stable state in the midst of an unstable region.  The country’s infrastructure is in a state of disrepair.  

The DRC (previously Zaire) is a country with many mineral riches and agricultural potential.  Since the Belgians left suddenly in 1960 the country has been collapsing systematically due to bloody civil wars.  In 1965 Gen Mobutu Seseseko came to power through a coup d’état; he ruled as dictator for 30 years, enriching himself and his buddies, with the tacit support of the Western powers.  In 1997 in a military coup Laurent Kabila took over the country, only to start using the same tactics as his predecessor.  Early in 1998 anti-Kabila rebels invaded the country from Uganda and Rwanda.  Angola, Namibia and Zimbabwe sent troops to keep Kabila’s regime in the saddle, but peace negotiations cannot get under way.  

Angola, a former Portuguese colony, is a land torn apart, with oil from the Cabinda province keeping the government in power while diamonds mined in the country are keeping the rebels on the go.  The country’s infrastructure has been destroyed and the country is full of planted landmines, which is a huge problem.  In 1999 the MPLA, in a major offensive, broke the conventional power of UNITA, driving UNITA back to a bush war, in which they are very much at home.  The country’s inhabitants, which include 2 million homeless people, live in abject poverty.

Zimbabwe was also a British colony which gained independence in 1980 after an extended battle.  Robert Mugabe still governs the country with an iron fist and is known to have employed his so-called 5th brigade to eliminate the rebellious Matabeles in 1985.  The country is experiencing major economic regression, currently being aggravated by the occupation of land by war veterans shortly before the 2000 elections were held.  The election showed that there was a shift in the attitude to Mugabe.  Many thousands of illegal immigrants from Africa come to South Africa via Zimbabwe.

Botswana is a small but relatively prosperous and peaceful country.  The prosperity must be ascribed fully to the diamond mining activities in the country.  Although the country is peaceful and can be regarded as a democratic model state in Africa, there is conflict with Namibia over water from the Kovango River and over Caprivi issues, and with Zimbabwe on border matters.

Namibia was a German protectorate that was placed under the supervision of South Africa by the League of  Nations in 1914.  In 1941 the UN  rejected the request for annexation.  In 1966 South Africa became involved in the battle against Swapo, which eventually led to Namibia’s independence in 1990.  Although the government was initially Marxist-orientated, a system of multi-party democracy was implemented, which led to a relatively stable democracy.

Mozambique is the poorest country in the world and was set back even further with the recent flood disaster.  After 470 years as a Portuguese colony and after a long and bitter guerrilla war, Mozambique became independent in 1975.  The ruling party, Frelimo, fortunately abandoned its flirtation with Marxism, which resulted in a very high growth rate in the country.  Thousands of refugees enter South Africa from Mozambique.

World tendencies

Changes in the world manifest themselves in certain tendencies, each of which influences our life to a greater or lesser degree.  The most dominant factor is the increase in the world’s population, which exceeded the 6 billion mark in 1999.  The real problem is that for the most part the growth is taking place in parts of the world that can least afford it, namely in Asia and in Africa.  This points to large-scale want, hunger and malnutrition in those parts of the world, which in turn gives rise to conditions of disease and local conflicts, particularly when aggravated by major natural disasters such as drought and flood.  Religious conflicts, clinging to power, corruption and self-enrichment are also factors that cause more tension and spark off conflicts.

The rapid globalisation of the developed world, driven in particular by the rapid development of information technology and, consequently, electronic commerce, make for even more rapid development in certain parts of the world.  This enlarges the so-called North-South problem, where by far the greater part of the world’s wealth is in the hands of the northern hemisphere and the poverty is in the south.  Globalisation will worsen this polarisation.  The free flow of information through the world has another important influence in the sense that it directs and influences people’s thinking processes and thwarts the ability of conservative governments to try to restrict their people’s thinking.  The media can be used in the same process, not only to let the individual yearn for liberalisation but also for ethnic and religious groups that seek their own identity in terms of politics.  Unfortunately the media are also very suitable for use by international crime syndicates and international terror groups, and there will unfortunately also be a  multiplication of their activities.  International organisations such as the United Nations, the World Health Organisation, International Monetary Fund and multinational business interests will also play a more influential role.

South Africa : A self-image

Like the rest of the world, we are also a product of the past century.  Shortly after the Union of South Africa rose out of  the ashes of the Anglo-Boer War, the First World War broke out.  The Boer generals were asked to take part in the war on behalf of England, but this request was denied.  This gave rise to the rebellion, which was suppressed with armed force.  Shortly afterwards the ANC was founded, as well as the NP and the SACP, to give expression to the aspirations of the various interest groups in the country.  The Afrikaner became more urbanised and involved in labour organisations.  When Gen Smuts suppressed the mineworkers’ strike with force in 1922 Afrikaner politics were for ever divided.  In 1929 came the collapse of the Wall Street stock exchange and the start of the big depression, followed by the great drought of 1933, which were extremely hard times for the Afrikaner.  When the Second World War broke out in 1939 many young men were taken away to fight for England, although a number of resistance organisations sprung up in the country which were pro-German.  Coloured soldiers returning from the war were dissatisfied as they were now second-class citizens in their own country although they had been good enough to fight for England.  In 1948 the NP surprisingly came to power and took a strong anti-Communist line under Dr Malan.  On various occasions pro-Communist and black consciousness organisations were banned and their leaders arrested.  One of the most important documents in the development of the struggle was the Freedom Manifesto which was adopted in Kliptown in 1955.  It was regarded as a very inciting and threatening document, but its principles are today largely embodied in our country’s constitution.  In 1959 a radical group within the ANC, under Robert Sobukwe, founded the PAC and Poqo.  During this time the Separate Amenities Act was promulgated and the cream of the black leadership had to attend black universities where they were exposed to a highly politicised environment.  In 1960 the Sharpeville uprisings took place, sending a wave of shock and indignation through the world.  South Africa withdrew from the Commonwealth, and after a referendum the Republic of South Africa was proclaimed in 1961.  At the same time the ANC started with its military offensive through its military wing.  Two other currents were formed in this time:  one was the era of ethnic black politics, in which the government of the day tried to bring leaders such as Matanzima, Buthelezi and Rasjbanji into the political process, while the other was Dr Beyers Naudé breaking away from the Broederbond to form his organisation Pro-Veritate and Sprocas which, with the help of foreign financing, was to indicate how a peaceful transition could be brought about from an apartheid South Africa to a democratic South Africa.  The assassination of Dr Verwoerd in 1966 was a big shock for the country, and when Adv John Vorster took over the leadership an era of securocratic control of the country began.  Meanwhile numerous black consciousness organisations had arisen, many of which were financed from foreign sources.  In the late 1960s the South African defence force became involved in action against SWAPO in South West Africa, which was later extended to operations in Angola, e.g. Operation Savannah in 1975, which brought the South African forces to within reach of Luanda.  This war left an indelible impression on the thousands of young men who were involved.

Meanwhile labour unrest in the country increased to such an extent that a state of emergency had to be called on different occasions.  While the war in Angola became more intense, right Afrikaner politics also became stronger in South Africa, e.g. the establishment of the AWB in 1973 and the CP in 1982.  Through the footwork of the security forces the IFP came to light as an opponent to the ANC in 1975, but through an opportunistic  move Buthelezi united the Zulus behind him.  Under the enormous political pressure that was being applied, the government of the day began to seek other political models and in 1983 introduced the new three-chamber parliament.  These changes strengthened right politics amongst the whites so that the CP became the official opposition in 1987.  A turning point came in 1986 when the USA Congress adopted important anti-apartheid legislation and instructed their important companies to pull out of South Africa.  When PW Botha fell ill in 1989 FW de Klerk took over and he brought in changes very quickly.  He released Mandela in 1990 and invited all parties to Codesa when an interim constitution was drawn up.  In March 1982 the whites of South Africa voted “yes” for the changes, and in 1993 the interim constitution was accepted by most of the political parties.  The constitution, with a government of national unity, came into effect after the first democratic elections in 1994.  Mandela was sworn in as president.  Shortly after this the Truth and Reconciliation Commission began its work.  The process of drafting a new constitution was also started, which was implemented after the second elections in 1999.

Apartheid left an unpleasant legacy in South Africa.  The word “apartheid” became an international swear-word, especially after it was declared a crime against humanity by the United Nations.  Through years of politicising it became the expression of racism and cruel oppression.  No rational arguments to try to demonstrate good things from the past are acceptable and immediately arouse the suspicions.  The fact that the standard of living was always higher in South Africa than in other parts of Africa, and that illegal immigrants have been coming to the country for decades, despite the “oppression” of apartheid, is simply denied.  No leader of that period could have had any honest motive and all are generally criminalised.  Apartheid was the separation of people on the grounds of their race, and although such separation occurs naturally in other parts of the world, the blame is put squarely onto apartheid and the white population group is given the blame for everything that was wrong.   It is said that apartheid “dehumanised” both groups, and that it removed the common base that was to unite the country.  The black population groups felt that the system was humiliating and degrading while the whites, who are said to have reaped the benefits of apartheid, mostly had no knowledge of the realities experienced by the other population groups.

The biggest problem that was created by apartheid was the institutionalisation of violence in society.  During the years of the struggle effective black political leadership was suppressed and not given the opportunity to voice their political aspirations.  On various occasions legislation was introduced to ban black consciousness organisations and others that brought a message the authorities did not want to heed.  This left the people at grass roots no other option but to politicise every thinkable organisation in the society and to use these to express their political views, mostly by violent means.  So social, educational and church organisations became instruments for conducting the struggle.  Violence was used by both sides of the struggle for political gain, and violence even became romanticised in the townships.  An ethos of military action and violence thus permeated the whole of society.  When after 1994 the political aspirations of the black population groups were given legal expression, political violence was given another face – criminal violence.  Many of the black groups are still poor and particularly the black youth in the townships still feel rejected and marginalised.

Apartheid has become the easy scapegoat for all the ills we are experiencing today.  Inefficiency in the government, civil service and other institutions is not honestly judged for what it is, but is easily attributed to the legacy of apartheid.  The poor conditions in our hospitals, the weakened infrastructure, etc. are all ascribed to the sins of apartheid, and that is why little is done about these matters.  Thus many of the previously disadvantaged groups are still caught up in the ghost of apartheid, with little hope of breaking loose from it.

The white population group was and is still influenced by apartheid.  Although many of them will probably say: We did not know, the world and the media have already given the whites a guilt complex.  This was of course enforced by the disclosures that came to light at the TRC hearings.  The Afrikaner in particular began to feel that he had been “betrayed” by his leaders.  Many are not even aware of the many “benefits” they had under apartheid, and now the blame is systematically projected onto them.  This is becoming the rule with the implementation of affirmative action.  Although the white knows that he/she can make a contribution to the country, the message conveyed is that he/she is unwanted, and that there is no longer really a place for them in this country.  Many people who are marketable have already left the country.  There is a feeling of despair and pessimism amongst the youth, as if they in any event stand no chance of getting a job, so why should they go to the trouble of furthering their skills?  And this kind of reasoning becomes a negative, self-fulfilling prophecy.

What are the realities of our situation today?  Firstly, we are between 42 and 46 million people who have to live together in this country.  The number is uncertain because of the many illegal immigrants in the country.  The white population group numbers only about 14% and this is decreasing steadily due to their lower growth rate.  The black population makes up about 73%, but they are themselves divided into 10 different groups.  The population growth projection points to about 65 million by the year 2020, when most people will be living in urban areas.  South Africa is experiencing the fastest urbanisation rate in the world.  It is said that urbanisation in this country is six times faster than in Brazil, the next country on the list, due to the fact that urbanisation was stunted for so long by apartheid.

The education position in our country is not good, and apartheid is given the blame for this.  Matric results are constantly poor and the disciplines in which training mostly takes place are not conducive to development.  Out of a population of 10 000 SA has but 9 B degrees, while the USA can boast 443, Japan 306, the UK 132 and Germany 88.  Of all the degrees conferred, only 6% are in engineering, 3,7% in the natural sciences, 2,1% in computer science and 1% in mathematics.  This reflects a serious imbalance for a country that must develop.

South Africa’s national health is not good either.  The new government has started to lay more emphasis on primary health care in order to bring health care within the reach of everyone.  The country is subjected to the onslaught of various dangerous contagious diseases, which know no international boundaries, for instance malaria (which kills 2 million people annually, mostly in Africa), diarrhoea, cholera, TB and HIV/AIDS.  These diseases spread more easily in poor social conditions, e.g. where there is no clean drinking water or proper sanitation, and in overpopulated urban conditions.  AIDS has taken on frightening proportions and in 1999 out of a sample of 15 000 women at pre-natal clinics 22% tested positive for the disease.

The South African industry is the 23rd largest in the world but performs much poorer than that in many respects.  Globalisation holds a great threat for us as many products can be brought into the country for cheaper than what they can be produced locally.  This drives our own products out of the market.  Companies that are not flexible or competitive will simply disappear.  The informal sector will play a big role in future.  South Africa has an enormous mineral wealth, which is why the mining sector has always been so important.  For the largest part our minerals are exported without being processed in any way.  Local refinement of minerals is economically not possible because of the stiff economic competition in the market.  Thus South Africa cannot penetrate the gold jewellery market because the expensive costume jewellery is manufactured in Italy while the cheaper gold jewels are made mainly in India with gold smuggled out of South Africa.  The profit margin on this cheap jewellery is so little that we cannot penetrate that market either.

Contrary to what most people think, South Africa is not a good agricultural country.  Our average rainfall is less than 500 mm per annum, which makes it a dry region in world terms.  Only a small percentage of our ground is suitable for agricultural purposes.  In southern Africa SA has only about 2% of  land for agriculture, while Angola, for instance, has 20%.  Ownership of land in the country is also a sensitive matter.  The deregulation of the industry, as well as the increasing globalisation influences agriculture negatively.

Labour in South Africa is still much politicised.  About 23 – 38% of the country’s people are jobless, and the unemployment patterns still reflect the shadows of apartheid.  The labour market pays low salaries, and 62% earn less than R1500 per month.  The level of skills is also low;  20% of the labour force have had no schooling and only 22% have had secondary or higher training.

Many positive things can be said about our present state form.  In fact, the constitution we have in South Africa is one of the best in the world, and actually strange to Africa.  We have what is termed a liberal democracy, and are a secular state.  Liberal points to the emphasis on human rights and secular refers to the fact that the state does not support a specific religion or ideology.  As a democracy the political power is vested in the electorate, who make their political will known in regular multi-party elections.  In principle anyone or any party is free to make himself or themselves available for election to government positions on the various levels of government.  At top level the government consists of the executive (the Cabinet), a legislative body (the Parliament) and the Judiciary.  Three very important aspects are the supreme authority of the judiciary, upholding of human rights, and control over the security forces by civilians.  Human rights are described at length and are entrenched in our constitution, which points to a high regard for the life of every individual in the constitution.  The constitution offers an excellent point of departure for everyone in the country to make a contribution.  The problem lies not so much in the nature of the constitution but in the realisation thereof.

Change, conflict and communication

Conflict is inherently part of life and of all human structures.  Although conflict is mostly unpleasant, there will be little development in the world without conflict.  Conflict is caused by many factors, such as fights about values, ideologies, difference in status, power and scarce resources.  It can be put into three categories:  1)  Clash of interests, which leads to short, intensive conflict that is quickly forgotten.  2)  Clash of values, where compromise is not possible (e.g. religious conflict) and which eventually leads to a long, drawn out, low intensity battle.  The only solution is to learn to accommodate each other.  3)  Clash of needs resulting from deeply rooted unresolved conflict, that can only be solved by destroying the old dispensation and letting a new one grow.  Conflict can bind together loosely structured communities, but strong homogeneous groups are often destroyed by internal conflict as such groups are very jealous of their members.  Conflict that is suppressed eventually becomes much more intense.

One of the factors that easily leads to conflict, is ideology or religion.  Some behavioural scientists believed that modern technology would cause the role of religion to become vague to people, but the opposite has happened.  Religion still plays an important role in people’s lives.  Not only does it help them to understand life better (ideological world), it also gives them a sense of identity within a bigger social context.  Religion and ideology are almost the same, as both are an integrated system of ideas that define reality for the individual and that connect the individual to others who have the same convictions.  The most important difference is that religion recognises deity, which is not the case for ideology.  The ideological world in which someone lives can be so far removed from reality that he/she does not fit in with his/her environment.  People’s ideology can be so strong that they will even twist the facts to fit into their own picture.  Moreover, when religious differences run along ethnic and political lines of division, it can easily give rise to conflict.  Usually no compromise is possible for such kind of conflict, and the groups must simply learn to tolerate each other.  The state can take any one of various attitudes to religion:  1)  A theocratic state, where one particular religion is supported officially.  2)  An atheistic state, which can even be antagonistic towards religions.  3)  Strict separation of state and religion.  4)  A secular state with healthy interaction between state and religion.  The Christian church can fit in well with its role of king, priest and prophet, its prophetic role giving it a say in the actions of the state.  There is of course religion as an outer form or ritual, and religion as an inner experience or reality.  Reality, which stems from a living relationship with God, puts man in a position to serve his neighbour and motivates him to live a life based on the principle of love, which does not give rise to conflict.

Hegel’s dialectic conflict model is an important theory to understand the essence and mechanism of conflict.  According to this model any situation can be described as “the thesis”.  The thesis generates an anti-pole condition (“the anti-thesis”), causing tension between the two conditions.  Eventually there is interaction between the two entities and a new condition is formed (“the synthesis”), which resolves both previous conditions.  Shortly afterwards a new anti-thesis is formed in opposition to the synthesis, and the process repeats itself.  According to Hegel this is the engine that drives history.  This theory can be used to describe the transition from the apartheid system (the thesis) and the struggle (the anti-thesis) to the new dispensation (the synthesis).  The theory is of course fundamental to Marxism, where the privileged class is opposed by the working class to result in a classless society, with the proviso that the classless society is the highest form of evolution and that no further change will occur.

Conflict management is a specialised discipline.  The basic principle is to establish a  container for conflict or conflict structures within which conflict can be waged, under controlled conditions.  All parties must be involved, and the structures must be firm enough to deal with the conflict.  For this purpose structures can be established within structures (committees within committees).  The Codesa structure was an example of a conflict handling mechanism before the 1994 elections.  Conflict outside the structure can be very dangerous and get out of hand easily.  The process that is followed is first to identify all interest groups, as well as all the leaders – also the leaders at second level.  Then there must be lobbying.  Empowerment workshops are then held for all the interest groups, and caucus meetings so that they can clarify their agendas for conflict discussion.  Eventually round table discussions are held, supported by committees and working groups.  Report back is given to the various groups and implementation begins.  Monitoring of the process after this is very important.

Change is another big factor that can lead to conflict, as change affects people’s security.  Customs and traditions are part of people’s security, their world is structured accordingly.  When change affects culture, ideology or religion in particular, it can easily lead to deeply rooted conflict.  Behavioural scientists who have studied change say that resistance to change follows a certain pattern.  Initially people deny it.  Then they try to avoid it.  Then  they argue that the old condition was better and that the new one does not work.  Then comes the stage where the new condition is actively counteracted and the individual goes over to conflict or adapts to the new situation.  There is of course a much better way of handling conflict, namely to first enquire about the approaching changes, without passing judgement on them immediately, then determining what the implications, advantages, disadvantages and opportunities will be, as every change has certain implications.  This leads to a rational understanding of the change, so that one can decide rationally about one’s participation in the change.  This puts one more in control of the process, and in a position to immediately use the opportunities offered by the change.  Pioneers exploit change to their own advantage, while settlers come afterwards and can no longer really share in the opportunities.

Communication is a key skill, particularly in a pluralistic environment.  Many factors influence communication negatively, e.g. voice intonation, body language and facial expressions and underlying stereotyping of others.  Communication can only be beneficial if parties show the necessary respect for each other, as hidden or suppressed motives come to the fore unintentionally.  That is why communication is power.

National and personal security

In the past the term national security meant protection against an external threat.  This has changed and today national security world-wide has been redefined in terms of the welfare of a country’s people, and includes military, social, political and economic dimensions.  In South Africa, since 1994, the idea of external threat has just about disappeared, leading to a scaling down of military forces.  After this the internal crime situation and the poor economic and health conditions were defined as the most important threat to the people in the country.  The problem has now been so widely defined that it is difficult to determine which department is responsible.  A security council has only recently been established under the Office of the President to deal with this problem and to co-ordinate the work of all the departments in this regard.

A number of things are of concern as regards the external security situation of South Africa.  In general there is a dilemma of insecurity in African states;  many of the states are in crisis and the governments in many cases want to suppress people.  In addition to natural catastrophes in Africa, there are also many contagious diseases and hunger, which claim many lives.  Many people have had to leave their normal places of residence due to war and conflict, causing streams of homeless and fleeing people.  In order to protect their interests, international companies, which exploit Africa’s riches, and power-crazy dictators hire mercenaries and private security companies, which increases the level of chaos in those areas, not even to mention the effect of the numerous rebel organisations.  These states purchase a lot of arms and their attitude seems to be hardening, while there are no proper conflict handling mechanisms in the region.

The country’s internal security situation is also worrying.  Crime is our No. 1 evil.  Crime stems from socio-economic factors, such as unemployment and urbanisation, from political and ideological factors, such as vigilantism, and also from organised crime such as smuggling, cash heists, vehicle theft, money-laundering and white-collar crime.  Robbery with aggravating circumstances is on the increase;  particularly Johannesburg and environs are renowned for all types of crime.  The Western Cape has a high rate of gang crime and taxi-related violence, while much of the crime in Mpumalanga and the Northern Province is connected with the large numbers of illegal immigrants streaming into the region.  The government published an excellent document on the combating of crime, which focuses not only on the combating but also the prevention of crime.

How an individual or group experiences their security situation is a function of how they observe their environment, and is a psychological matter.  Thus different people in the same environment take different measures against the threat.  They experience the threat differently.  Much has to do with a person’s personal attitude to life,  one’s relationship with God being an important component thereof.

The future

To know what the future holds has always been a mystery to man.  That is why prophets and fortune-tellers are always so popular.  Modern science is today roped in at almost every university to conduct studies of the future.  Models are developed of scenarios in order to describe certain possible outcomes in the future.  Some institutions are even more radical, they try to define a desirable future for themselves and then try to make it a reality.

There are many speculations about the future.  One particularly interesting field deals with conspiracy theories of the world.  One such important theory is that of world domination.  Conspiracy theories are models people make to declare the things they do not easily understand.  According tot the theory of world domination, there is a powerful group behind the scenes who manipulate the international economy, politics, science and media so that they can cause an international crisis in order to take over world control and to appoint a world dictator.  This is but one possible scenario of the world’s future.

The Pentagon has identified 5 other scenarios:  1)  The balance of power of states, where the states as they exist today continue to be the important role-players and where state-to-state conflict will occur, although coalition patterns will vary.  2)  A three-level security system, where there will be three levels of players.  The first level is a highly developed group of states with an information-based economy, who will not wage war in the ordinary manner.  The second level will consist of states of varying strength, based on an industrial economy, and who will become involved in state-to-state conflict.  At the third level the states will live in anarchy, but they will not be able to afford long, drawn-out battles.  3)  An ideology-based system in which the world is divided along ideological lines and where extended conflict is difficult to prevent.  4)  The internal failure model, where most of the states will experience internal dissatisfaction and revolt amongst their citizens, and where violence will be used to maintain stability.  Conditions of war will not be a big threat.  5)  Economic war model, where giant organisations and particularly businesses will begin to compete for sources and markets in a violent manner and will have their own security interests and military and information structures.  Collateral damage will be restricted in conflicts.

Scenarios have also been developed for southern Africa.  1)  The danger ahead scenario, in which South Africa is seen to form a so-called Egoli enclave, surrounded by a band of weak states and another band of crisis.   Egoli will endeavour to continue on its own steam but faces an uphill battle with uprooted refugees, disease such as AIDS, and a lot of pressure from unstable northern regions.  2)  The profit-seeking scenario, where the private sector is free to function in an unregulated manner and effectively controls the region, plundering the country’s wealth without any real advantage to the population.  3)  The visionary leadership scenario, where the region supports the African Renaissance model and democracies are strongly established with human rights.  Education is accelerated and South Africa takes the leading role, especially as regards the distribution of information technology in the region, with good regional co-operation.  4)  The going backwards slowly scenario, where backwardness is caused by corruption, dictators, military violence, manipulated elections and crime syndicates.  5)  The dependence on self for survival scenario, where democracy is established but where people are not interested in politics and withdraw into their own world, working only to make money for themselves.

Organisations should test their future strategies against such future scenarios.

The economy of the future will be very different from that of the past, and we will not be able to stop the changes.  Where in the past things such as mass production, autocratic systems, geographic restrictions, a single career and dependence on the state or company were important, specialisation according to the needs of the client, leadership, irrelevance of distance, self-employment, independence and individual rights will become important in future.  We will have to face the future with new approaches.  Where formal qualifications, experience, specialisation and a race for the top were the order of the day, the emphasis will shift to a career in phases, without being accompanied by anyone, a never-ending career, having to depend entirely on yourself and not being able to blame the company for your lack of progress.  Everything will depend on your attitude to life and on your skills.  There will be thousands of opportunities but no work.

Our attitude to the future

For many people their attitude to the future is an obstacle in the path of success.  A too narrow view causes one to hold back and to let opportunities in life pass by.  Having a future horizon that is too short paralyses one so that you do not want to tackle anything major, while a future horizon that is too long (tomorrow is another day) easily leads to postponement and abandonment.  Subconsciously it is as if the future is like a movie screened before our eyes.  When tomorrow comes I will see what is happening around me and with me, I must just wait for the next scene to unfold.  This is a very negative and fatalistic and unproductive approach.  Rather, the future is like a diary with blank pages on which we note our appointments and events beforehand.  These appointments and events then take place when the specific day arrives.  By noting down an appointment we in fact partly create our future for ourselves and for others.  We have the privilege, and the ability, to work out our future ourselves to a certain extent.  If you do not determine your future, others will do it for you (and you will have to fall in with their plans), or circumstances will dictate your future for you.

In this process of determining your own future there are a number of principles that we can apply:

1)
We must accept the responsibility of controlling our own life, and realise that we ourselves, and no one else, are the masters of our fate.  You are your own biggest asset, or your own biggest enemy.

2)
Your success flows entirely from your own efforts, and you must not blame the environment or other people for your failures.

3)
You must be a person of integrity, self-motivated and hard working (not lazy), with good understanding, knowledge and experience.

4)
You must learn to serve and to provide services.  Your aim should be to be outstanding, not only to make money.

5)
You must have a positive attitude to life, show perseverance, and have the ability to focus.

6)
Develop an eye for solutions and not for problems.

7)
Respect time, because you cannot buy time, and live for today without dwelling  in the past too much.  Pay attention to LIVING.

8)
Do what you like, and like what you are doing.  Your attitude to life will determine life’s attitude to you.

9)
Do not be afraid to make decisions – keep an open mind.

10)
Foster life long learning, and do not become rigid or stagnant.  If you are younger than 80 and you do not have a computer, buy one and get yourself onto the Internet.

Conclusion

If there is one person on this earth who does not need to be pessimistic or negative, it is the genuine Christian.  He has so much going for him:  If God is for us, who can be against us?  He knows he has an Almighty Father who holds all things in His hands, and lets things happen for a reason.  He has been born again and has been given a new life, which has banished the fear of death, because the problem of our sins has been solved.  We have received forgiveness for everything that we have done wrong, and we can confidently forgive all those around us.  Christ has attained the victory, and we are not in the power of evil.  We live in a day-to-day relationship with him through the Holy Spirit in us, who really guides us in our decisions.  He has incorporated us into the most wonderful supportive community – the Body of Christ.  He has given us a vision of when He will come again, and the instruction to extend his kingdom.  Someone who is negative and pessimistic does not know and trust God.

The Christian, more than anyone else, is equipped to meet with confidence the changes which the future holds.  We must not allow reports in the media, nor negative people, nor a dark view of life to rob us of the life of splendour that is our inheritance in Christ.
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